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./l/ty M'zg go-:a.ita

d?low T miss Hou! Ot must be more than tgézty years sncs we 5/)£rzt mone
than a wu.lb[s o[ zﬁzys apart. O woke up this morning [onging to see you again,
tgougﬁ its Less than a week since we said out /[a’uswa[z’s. The /[L’ggt was u[at[ua[}l
um;uazi/;a[; a little 5u.rn/‘zy ond O aonfzis that  had to seck solace ﬁom a tseny
9];14. o{wgi&gj. Jdo /z’opz you 11 }[o’zgivs me.

7 go/zz you (i )(Lm{ itin your heart to fo'Lgéos me 5omzt/1’bzg else too. TThe
tals hat 0 was f@mg to g{aa/;méz was a Little — in these c&zyi I dare ga:u{é say
white — a Little [ie. _ﬂﬂ"sw to ,/'/lwu{ac. O know that both the /act that J have
deceived you and that [ have weturned to the land of ny binth will stiike hovion in
your veins, but 0 [;ag you to undenstand that O had to come back. O Just have to
/(mcl out the twith about ,/Vlwu[ac before its too Late.

Duessa met me at the aitport. I stilll don’t krow how she got tﬁzzg,
a[t/;ougg, foz a fw.gL[s woman o/ indetevminate years, pw[:agl"y mone than ninsty, she
is amazmg[jy agi[s. T hired a car and togstgz'c we drove to her cottags on the 5(%5 o/
the /Otéif of Jl/luu[aa ][oz my /Zut visit since childhood.

Ot was sxact[::/ as O wemembered it Jaxﬂ, myatzzéoua, gwo@, £veER mone
isolated now that 'm old snoug/; to a/zp'u-:ciatc it. We /za.usc[ a f:sw /zso,b[s on the
road, c[ml:, grey psop[s who tumed thein eyes away yzt atll[[, ﬁom L'miz{z, watched us.

Duzua, on the other /;a.m{, a[wayi uses hen £yss to Look one 5tw.i9£t in the
gye. ,1’(5 Ifa%a, vest his wu[i used to say she could read the wnes at the back of
one’s brain on the blackest of nig/;ta, that she knew secrets that rzogozﬁj else in then
Uﬂ’aga did — [iFe what it meant L’/ you saw a wabbit gwup/zmg the mg’;t o/[ the ﬂl.Lp['
moorz. Jl/(y mother told me that the reason he om@ Lived to be 107 ( when his fat/z':'z
had cached 172 ) was because he had tu’/zpa{ over Duessa’s cat when dwnk. “'She's
a woman to be wazy o/; " she had told me, "Eapzcia[@ L’/ You want to come Some
without growing an extra ean on the way. She can tutn milk sour /'ust .’;y «»rmég.q{ng
the zm{o/[ﬁsz nose.”’

Thhis woman whom ﬂ'dgwwn up to think o/az o witch [it the [03 ﬁu
while /u:zcﬁez{ on the sz/gs of her 'Lan£, u’cﬁzty bed. Fakes 0/( shou g’sgm to scour
the wim[ow, Like ice-cold £yes come to see who had dared step /oot in Duessa’s
cottags. Ot was /;4.[[ of 4tw.nga and L'rztsusting o[:jscta: g[’au apparatus ﬁ;[[owazg
nroxious ua,bouu il 5tuﬁ[5c{ p[atypua 5 icosohedral /zzisma; many other zurios. H
cockroach would have souwviied between ny toes had 0 not been wauning them above
fﬂ.s row g[azm.g /;.u

Duessa was muttszing mcogsunlzl}/ to /;su.s[}{ 5:44:241 [ooging /oz
somstgmg The o"[:‘/ sigr. ol[ he immense age, 4/ o[;uwzc[, wax this é‘:m{znay to talk
to onc as L'f she was ta[Zuzg to gaug[f “This one Looks 1’7’1.{.95&1 Hhen the [oAt-, s
what tﬁouggt T heard her mumble. ** Ot is time that the qusst wene done The,
wizard needs Iga[/; BRut as foz the manticore...”

These were the fuzgmsrzts that 0 g&au{, mny z{azfz.ng (gormsfa,. as the old
woman weturnsd with a teapot. Im ie[[,mg You this zxacf,@ az it gap/zznz({, [ike a

5to'ly, /[oz gven t/z’,ou.glz this is on@ the g&girming, and even tgouﬁg it is /;appazmg to
me, Jdon't ua[[:g want to belicve it.

“So You think T'm a witch?” she said. Ot wasn't a quzation, /'u,At
wmstﬁmg she said to the /L'u, to the taapot, /zzz/;afu to me. gut as J was.
womlsu’ng what to say in 'lipl:l/, and whether o not it was saf;s to accsfi what &
téou‘q/;t was her gastuuc{ offer o/ a auppa, she [[‘om{sc{ the hearth with the cortents
the pot anlga_zc{ at them w)btl:y

ﬂ/ you want to f nd out the secnets o/ Jl/luu‘[aa “she b regan, gazing at
tj;ﬁ t&a [&ausi 1wa’mzm,9 in %E ﬁ&al% LUL t/;an [005& tOOtg&J :imL[& as Lfﬁéc l\
said wmsl/z,mg and szen wm.stgmg tﬁat p[saasa[ hen a/[l:a ofl these yzars. She Ea
to utter instwuctions, which O zz/zzat here in case angtﬁmg should /;appsn to me. _C’/[
it sﬁou[c{, O want you to ask gonatﬁan to continue the quszt. He'sa 9ooz{ [m[,
Jsspits the olothes he wears, with an adventurous soul and a waumn, brave beart. 0
ﬁoﬁs be'’s enjoyirg fng[am{

"(_Uou go down a certain /zat/; at miclmfg/gt on C;L/a[[owssrz, » she said.
“(you g0 down it until You come toa cﬁb:azirzg. you draw a pzntacfa, and stand
within it. You shout PANGORY PANTHROIDULAM - *“ She
u/zsabsd these words tgu’cs, as L’}[ tg.sy bad some /zow&zﬁl' signifkanc&. q upzab;c{
them to 551, stwgg[’ing to get the same intonation, images coming into my mind that
9ztt£n9 it worng m.ig/;t mean death 5:1 zotténg in some gl,oom.y rﬁmgson /oz tsn
thousand asons, towmented [{9 creaturss ﬁom the lower ﬁ[anss. “Ot be /(sazﬁz[i " she
went on, hex mping, ancient voice on.[}, /’Mt audible above the cacﬁ[’ing fuzz “(_ljs

tremble. The trees move around you. (you see a patﬁ that strctches ][oz
miles. (you take it, and the trees link avms behind You. There be hours of tineless
buuijing wntdl you come acnoss a g&auti/{cﬂ:t/ Laid-out gauén and a small stone hut.”’

For some reason, mertion o/ that hut made me sit u,b 4tuu'9£t, cold sweat
Jurzcgbzg my Lrow. Duessa continued to ignote me, Jﬁpmg a skeletal /[L'n.gez into
the tea Leaves. She shoved some into the cowmer of ber c{ugg[uzg mouth.

”ngs, " PDuessa mﬁls«f, hex voice fazﬁrzg, c[uﬂuzg u./z the aﬁumzsy [ike a
opirit Loirtng kg mab e sinibals” s ol 5 1 L
Men of the Sea...” [ /;o/us:! that she was /'u.at fa[[mg a.a[:se:p, /o'z there was one last
tﬁmg I wanted .451 to do.

She was. With that Duessa gsgan to snoe, her near- twm/zaunt 5ony
skull ’Lsit o hen ﬂat l;zau chest.

55.«. been a.&[:s&/z f;n oUer an /z,owz my Jaz[mg goca:;ta while T'oe been

tgm [etter to you. Tm [:saumg now to sx/z[ow Jl/luzc&zc in the way she
Jsmzﬁs({ I shall leave a note beside Ducssa, aa.gmg hex to post this [etter to you.
il golé~ Jou " ﬁm{ o iz your heant to fozgws me foz mu[saz[uzg you about my
destination.

giw: my Love to gonatﬂan. Hnd don't worzy. We'll be togetga age’: v
s00n. J’V(y fonclsai Looe and rbs&fz a,qﬁ[mfion.

(yowz fva-l’ouing a’fusgand’,
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