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GEM HARD DISK

Gem40 233.5
Gem40 + 512K 263.50
Gem40 + 1024K 283.50
Gemd40 + 1536K 303.50
Gemd0 If 389.50
Gemd40 Il + 512K 419.50
Gemd40 Il + 1024K 439.50
Gemd0 Il + 1536K 459.50
Parailel Port Option 14.50
DC Power Adaptor 17.63
ACCESSORIES
USA Interface Convertor 14.50

(converts USA/German expansion
port to a UK PCW connr - bolts on)

Parallel Printer Adaptor 26.44
(CPS8256 equivalent Printer port)
Parallel Printer Cable 5.88

SPRINTER CPU ACCELERATOR

Sprinter 68.15
Sprinter 512K 99.50
Sprinter 1024K 119.50
Fitting Charge (if req’d) 29.38
SPEEDPRINT PRINT SPOOLER
SpeedPrint 128K 49.50
SpeedPrint 256K 60.50
SpeedPrint 512K 76.50
SpeedPrint 1024K 98.50
SpeedPrint 1536K 119.00
SpeedPrint 2048K 139.00
InSyder 9512 internal HARD DISK
InSyder40 189.50
InSyderd0 + 512K 219.50
InSyderd0 + 1024K 239.50
InSyder40 + 1536K 259.50
Fitting Charge (if req'd) 29.38
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Cirtech have products that will improve every
part of the PCW system. From the innovative
Flash Drive to the legendary Sprinter through to
the lightning fast GEM and InSyder Hard Drives!
There has never been a better time to upgrade
your PCW!

You can dramatically improve the performance of
vour PCW without a large investment or new

software!

r

A revolution in storage technology!

Flash Drive is a brand new type of disk storage device for the PCW. Itis a
completely silent, solid state disk drive designed to get your favourite PCW
programs up and running in a few seconds.

All you need do is copy your existing PCW start of day disks (LocoScript and
CP/M) onto Flash Drive (using the easy to use software supplied) and it is
ready for immediate use! Fiash drive will startup LocoScript and/or CP/M in a
fraction of the time of a siow floppy disk drive! And there is more! You can
also use Flash Drive to store your most useful phrases, fonts and any other
commonly used data files - making them all instantly available any time you
need them. Flash Drive is fully compatible with LocoScript (v2.56 and v3.06
onwards), the Network, MicroDesign and all standard CP/M programs (using
CP/M v1.15/2.15 or higher). Flash Drive is available with a capacity of 1024K
(nearly one and a half times the size of a PCW floppy drive) OR with a massive
2048K for power users!

Flash Drive is a miniature add-on pack that simply plugs onto the expansion
port of any PCW model. It is based upon a brand new state of the art
nonvolatile memory technology for the ultimate in reliability.

Flash Drive prices start at an amazing £65 for the 1024K model - only £95 for the
2048K model! An optional feed through version for attaching additional
expansion packs is £15 extra inc.

Perfecting the PCW!

CIRTECH (UK) Ltd, Monksford Stables, Newtown St Boswells, MELROSE, TD6 ORU
4= Tel: 01835823898 Fax: 01835 822471 email sales@cirtech.co.uk =
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All back issues cost £2.50
inc p+p.

Sorry - issues 1-6 & 8-9 sold out
due to unexpected demand.
Britars's best seling hssc cemputer migarin
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+Route Planner Review
+Flash Drive Feature

+PcW 16 Software Reviewed
+LocoScript 4

‘PCW Today’, Back Issues, 150 Oxford
Road, Middlesbrough TS5 5EL

ADVERTISING IN
PCW TODAY
WORKS!
CALL US NOW ON
01642 823117

ADVERTISEMENTS
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It is a condition of acceptance
of advertisements that PCW
Today does not accept liability
for mistakes orinaccuracy in the
printing or non-appearance of
any advertisement. Every effort
is made to meet the needs and
requests of our advertisers. We
do offer a free advert design
service.

Although every advertisement
is carefully checked, occasion-
ally mistakes may occur.
PCW Today cannot be held re-
sponsible for the quality or ser-
vice provided by the advertisers
in this magazine.

MAGAZINE INDEX 1986/1996

Available Formats:-
LocoFile 3 files 1986-89 (160k)
ASCII Simple (380k)

On 3.5” DD Discs: £8.00 each.

Revised to cover completely all 8000 Plus & PCW Plus Magazines
LocoFile (674k)

3” Discs: You supply a formatted disc

Update service to existing holders of the index
in same-format return disc & £3.00

Hardcopy 70xA4 pages ringbound: £10.00

LocoScript (370k)
1990-92 (240k) 1993-96 (252k)
dBase II (380k) | [ ]

IDEAL VALUE Products 10 Sheridan Avenue,

Thundersley, Essex SS7 1RD
Please make cheques payable to: David Lalieu

Tel: (01702) 551618
Essex SS7 1RD

CrossWord Maker

Brian Dorricott’s acclaimed software now at
radically reduced prices. Normally available
on 3.5” DSDD (720k) discs. (37, you sup-
ply your own identified and formatted disc)
Control disc contains Crossword v2, Word
Search Generator and Word File No 1. Price:
£25.00. (Price includes a set of manuals.)
Four other word Files includig one in Ger-
man and French. Price £5.00 each.

The British Amstrad PCW Club
“Four Winds”, 10 Sheridan Avenue, Thundersley,

Tele: 01702 551618




I THERE! Welcome to another

bumper edition of Today - once
again it’s our biggest (and hopefully
best) ever.

It’s summer time again, so I hope you’ve
all unpacked those raincoats and woolly
jumpers. Ah, the joys of the British
weather!

Mind you, if you’re reading this on an
exotic and sunny beach in some far-flung
comer of the world - the weather’s
absolutely gorgeous here - you’ll be gutted
vou missed it!... Before I wander too far
down that tangent, let’s get back to the real
world and the wonders of the PCW.

Will your trusty Amstrad withstand the
traumas of the millennium bug? Tum to
page 18 to find out. And who’s won this
year’s Joyce Awards, you’ll find the
answer on page 21.

Big news this summer is the announce-
ment that John Elliott has been working on
a new version of CP/M for the PcW 16.
Find out all the latest in our news section.

I hope you like the mag and have a
fantastic summer

Adrian Braddy,
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News

===

LIKE a knight in shining armour,
chivalrous John Elliott has charged to
the rescue of PcW 16 users

PCW Today has seen a
pre-release version of
CP/M 2 for the ’16 that
John has been secretly
writing. The new
software will bring the
latest Amstrad into line
with its predecessors
and should mean that
compatible software will
become available in future.

When the full version of the
new CP//M operating system is launched
later this year it promises to dramatically
revive the fortunes of the flagging 16. It
should also finally convince users of the
classic PCWs that the *16 is a true PCW.

Previously, the biggest problem for
programmers was the complexity of the

everywhere. s

Campaign foxr PcW 16
soflware & qupport

Rosanne operating system. Writing
software for it was a slow process and
required expensive add-ons. Now

seasoned CP/M programmers will

be able to turn their talents to the
PcW 16 quite easily.

At present the
implementation is based on
CP/M 2 and the “classic’
PCWs run on CP/M 3. This
means that not all current CP/

M software will work with the
’16 version. John Elliott plans to
include CP/M 3 features in later
updates but graphical packages like

MicroDesign will sadly never work.
On the up-side, BASIC will work, even if
it is a little shaky at the moment.

Although it’s only at the Alpha testing
stage and there are still plenty of known
bugs, we can already see what CP/M 16 is
going to be like. There are two system discs
- one is the *16 loader whilst the other is
the CP/M start of day disc. It is possible to

news update...

liott develops
GP/M for the ‘16

return to the Rosanne screen from CP/M -
you simply type DESK. In all likelihood,
the finished product will be public domain,
which means it will be distributed to users
free of charge.

John has a long wish-list for further
updates of CP/M for the *16 and jusdging
by previous form, he is likely to make many
more improvements before the full version
is made available.

The Save Our Sixteen Campaign,
launched in May by PCW Today is proving
very successful. As well as the new version
of CP/M, there are several other
programmers now working on software.
Richard Hill of 98 Software is working on
his own version of CP/M and aims to
develop Basic 98 for the ’16 too. Rob
Buckley is still working on ’16 software,
despite losing all previous work when his
PC hard dnive crashed.

If you requested an SOS Support Pack
and you haven’t got it yet, you should soon.

MicroDesign 2 relaunched

A BEST-SELLING desktop publisher
has been re-launched by SD
MicroSystems.

Creative Technology have given them
permission to sell MicroDesign 2 as a
budget alternative to its illustrious
successor - MD3. The package has been
priced at just £29.95 - that’s £20 less that
MD3.

L4[PCWToday ® Aug-Oct1998]

Steve Denson of SD Micro said: “The
advantage of MicroDesign 2 is that you
don’t need to expand your PCW to use it.
Without spending an excessive amount, you
get a great budget DTP that will work
brilliantly with 256k and the PCW’s own
dot matrix printer.”

The package was critically acclaimed
when it first appeared but was phased out

with the introduction of MicroDesign3.
Now SD MicroSystems hope that they can
attract interest from new users who cannot
afford the more expensive later version and
do not need its more advanced features.

SD MicroSystem’s new summer range
also includes a bundle of games and a
bumper pack of 500 graphics for
MicroDesign and LocoScript 4.



Wlﬁr‘ LocoScript turned down

PcW 16 word processor deal

LOCOSCRIPT Software have sensation-
ally revealed that they WOULD have
converted LocoScript for the PcW 16.

They only spurned the chance after
Amstrad asked them to do the job in an
impossible THREE MONTHS.

And the PCW giants feel that the PcW 16
would have been a storming success if it
had come with a pre-loaded version of
LocoScript.

Managing Director of the LocoScript
empire, Howard Fisher, said: “When we
were called to a meeting to discuss the new
machine some years ago, one of the
paramount requirements was to get it to
market within an incredibly short time-
scale - three months for the software if my
memory is correct.

“That - together with the requirement that
the screen was to display a true WYSIWYG
view of the document - was why we
suggested Amstrad went to Creative
Technolgy, who had most of the components
ready for a quick and dirty conversion.

News

“Given that the PcW 16 then didn’t
appear for over two years, with hindsight
maybe we should have stretched the truth
about what we could have done.”

He added: “I hope that if we had been
mvolved, existing LocoScript users
wouldn’t be so disappointed on moving up
to the new machine.”

Mr Fisher is not impressed with the PcW
16 as it stands. He said: “It is a shame that
the PcW 16 1s such a poor successor for
existing PCW owners. It’s great as a
machine that provides a very basic word
processor, provided you don’t want to do
much more than typing. But if you’re used
to the considerable power lying behind
LocoScript, the PcW 16°s word processing
will prove a considerable disappointment.

“Maybe that would have been different if
we had worked on its software.”

Amstrad’s ClLiff Lawson denied that they
asked LocoScript to write a word processor
in three months. He said: “I think the time-
scale we originally suggested to LocoScript

was nine months and they - quite rightly as
it tumned out - said that they couldn’t make
a WYSIWYG word processor in that time.”

“They then suggested Creative, rather
over-optimistically suggesting that because
they had all the experience of MicroDesign,
they could achieve the time-scale.

“As it happened, it took a wee bit more
than nine months to finish the PcW “16. 1
think it kicked off around September 1994,
with a planned finish for the following
Summer. In actual fact it took another year
on top and it didn’t finally ship until
November 1996.

“The original nine months turned into
more like 25 months!! But this is because
none of us realised just how complicated a
YSIWYG word processor is to write.

“Even in the Windows world there aren’t
actually that many people who have ever
written a WYSIWYG editor In
programming terms, writing one completely
from scratch in Z80 assembler is a
MASSIVE task. We know now!

Protext chief apologises for fall
in customer service standards

DUE to personal problems, Brian
Watson of Protext Software has had to
withdraw the long-standing offer to write
a specific printer driver at no additional
cost for each purchaser of the PCW
version of Protext.

Brian feels that this move should not
effect too many users: “In fact, the program
disc already includes over thirty pre-written
drivers and, using the manual’s full and
clear installation and set-up instructions,
one of them can easily be modified by the
user to work with any printer described as
being ‘Epson-compatible’.

“I am very sorry that the recent change at
home (and the new business outside
computing which I have been running since

January) has resulted in the, and
specifically my, service being less than I
would like recently. I have been on the
receiving end of companies’ poor service
myself from time to time and it gives me no
pleasure at all to be in this position.

“It is not a matter of money, it is simply a
matter of lack of available time when there
is a home and family to look after full time
in what is left of the day when work is over.

“Supporting long-discontinued
computers, such as the original PCWs/
PcWs, has always been a labour of love for
me, rather than a commercially sensible
occupation but I still feel that if a job is
worth doing for other reasons - and it is - it
should be done well, if at all possible. Most

companies nowadays charge for their
additional services, including the supply of
add-ons and on-line user support, either by
a direct charge or by the use of premium
phone lines, but that has never been our
policy, nor will it be.

“I hope that once things have been fully
resolved at home, I might be able to step up
the level of user support again.

“There is no question of us stopping
supplying Protext, and user-support in other
ways goes on unabated. It is just the offer to
custom-write a specific printer driver which
is being withdrawn until further notice.

“In the mean time, I apologise to anyone
who finds themselves affected.”

P
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Club Scene

Amstrad Computer Club Incorporated
Open to all Amstrad users in South
Australia. Weekly meetings are held on
Tuesdays at 2/24 Torreno Street, Mitcham,
between 6.30pm and 9pm. Contact David
Simpson, DAS@picknow.com.au

Berkshire PCW Users Group

This lively group is run by Ed Harris, who
also edits the regular newsletter - PCW
Link. The group welcome postal members.
If you’d like more information, contact Ed
at 121 Bullbroook Drive, Bracknell,
Berkshire RG12 2QR. Tel: 0585 220204.

Birmingham and West Midlands

PCW Club

To find out more about this midlands based
club, get in touch with John Bell on: 0121
4343078

Brisbane PCW User Group

Mike Mackenzie runs this Australian club.
To contact him from outside the country,
telephone 617 32775701. Mike is also now
the LocoScript Software representative
down under.

British Amstrad PCW Club

The Spring edition of The Disc Drive is, as
ever, well produced and full of interesting
information. New editor, Mike Elliston has
used LocoScript 4 to produce the mag for
the first time - the result is very impressive.
Contact David Lalieu, 10 Sheridan Avenue,
Thundersley, Essex SS7 1RD for more
details.

Capital Computer Club

Could this be the home of the world’s most
Southerly PCWs? The group cover PCWs
along with other formats. For further
information, write to: 13 Eagle Street,
Karori, Wellington 6005, New Zealand.

Cornwall PCW Club

The July/August newsletter is once again
musing about the future of the club. This
issue will be discussed at the meeting on

[6[PCWToday ®  Aug-Oct 1998]

November 14. Meetings before then include
September 12, when members will learn
how to construct a CD list and on October
10, when constructing calendars is on the
agenda. For more details, contact chairman,
John Walker on 01752 706266.

Costa del Sol PCW Users Club

No longer affiliated to the U3A, the group
has 15 active members. Full membership
costs P3,000 per year. The newsletter - The
Front Page is published monthly and it is
hoped to set up a library of public domain
software too. Meetings are fortnightly on
Mondays from 11am at the Manilla Bar,
Paseo Maritimo, Los Boliches. Contact Ken
Tether on 95 293 2096 for more details.

Crawley PCW Club

The latest edition of the newsletter has
mysteriously shrunk to A5 size - uninten-
tional apparently! On September 3, the
club’s AGM takes place and Chairman John
Fisher stands down. Then on October 1, the
subject will be the PCW and the Internet.
Postal members are welcome. Contact John
Fisher on: 01732 863062.

Devon PCW Club

Contact: Chairman, Peter Godderidge on
01626 330373, Treasurer, Christine Stone
on 01392 252646, or Newsletter Editor,
Andy Young on 01395 577972.

Hastings & Eastbourne PCW Club

This group has one of the best monthly
newsletters around. The next meeting will
be on September 21 and it’s an open night.
Then on October 19, there’s a double-
whammy with a demonstration of the PcW
16 accounts package and a guide to logos in
MicroDesign 3. Contact: George Magee on:
01323 833969.

Heads of the Valleys Group

This Welsh group still continues to operate
and the few remaining members still meet
occasionally. Contact: Anthony Hill on
01222 618012.

Hereford Computer Club

It costs £15 to join up and that includes
subscription to the club magazine -
Keyboard. Meetings are held from 7pm on
the first Wednesday of each month at The
Cellar, 41 Widemarsh Street, Hereford.

Javea Computer Club

Regular meetings are held at Pedro’s
Restaurant, Javea in Alicante. PCW users
are welcome. Contact Tom Hughes on:
96 5583508.

Joyce Computer Club

The PCWs are known as Joyces in Holland
and this group proves that they are just as
popular as in Britain. Contact: Frank Van
Empel, Leksmondhof 8, NL-1108 EM
Amsterdam.

Kentish PCW Club

Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of
every month at the Chapel Hall in Bush
Road, Cuxton. Postal members are
welcome. For further details on this Kent-
based club, contact: Leslie Merchant, 14
Mill Road, Northfleet, Gravesend. Tel:
01474 335882.

Leeds Amstrad PCW Club

The group holds monthly ‘hands-on’
meetings with demonstrations of PCW
hardware and software. For more informa-
tion on the club, contact Paul Newmark, 18
Claythorpe Road, Leeds LS16 SHW. Tel:
0113 2755576.

MicroDesign International User Group
Membership to this large club costs £8 and
includes subscription to the excellent
magazine - The Design Tree which comes
out twice a year and covers all PCW
matters, not just desktop publishing.
Members also have free access to more than
6000 public domain discs. Many of them
are fonts and graphics for MicroDesign.
Contact: Doug Cox, 132 Adelaide Grove,
East Cowes, Isle of Wight PO32 6DF.
01983 296366.



Morley Amstrad PCWers

This club meets in Morely Public Library at
7.30pm on the second Tuesday of every
month. Membership costs just £10. The
group has a library of PCW software.
Contact: Frank King on 01924 430319.

Perthshire PCW Club

For more information on this Scottish PCW
group, contact David Paterson, 26 Moulin
Crescent, Perth PH1 2EA. Tel: 01738
621346.

RADSTOCK . pcw

This relatively new arrival on the PCW
club scene meets on the second Friday of
each month at the Radstock Methodist
Church from 7.30pm. For more information,
contact Adrian Hooper, 40 Kilmersdon
Road, Haydon, Radstock, Avon BA3 3QN.
Tel: 01761 436276.

SCOTWEST.pcw

David Williams edits the club magazine -
CHR$(7) and according to the June
newsletter, the computer industry is
responsible for altering our climate!? The
next meeting is on August 8, after the
club’s summer break. The newsletter also
contains a review of club magazines and a
useful small-ads section called Track.
Contact: David Williams, 32/34 Carfin
Street, New Stevenson, Motherwell

ML1 4JL. Tel: 01698 732403.

Club Scene

/
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SIG - Amstrad PCW

Ed Harris is the British contact for the UK
base of this Mensa group (See Berkshire
Group). There’s also a branch in the States
and they produce a regular newsletter.

e

Somerset PCW Club

The group are bothered by falling member-
ship, so have decided to allow PC users
into the group. They produce a quarterly
newsletter. For details, contact: Elsa Turner
on 01935 823618.

South Essex PCW Club

Now renamed The British Amstrad PCW
Club because of a more national approach.
Contact: David Lalieu, 10 Sheridan
Avenue, Thundersley, Essex SS7 1RD. Tel:
01702 551618.

Teesside PCW Users Group

The North East’s only PCW club holds
monthly meetings on a Monday at Acklam
Library in Middlesbrough. This may have
to change as the council have now decided
to charge. During improvements to the
library, members have been seen to move
across to The Coronation pub! There is now
no joining fee and the annual membership
charge has been waived. Members simply
pay £1 per meeting. For further details,
contact Gladys Baker, 8 Knayton Grove,
Stockton on Tees TS19 7RW. Tel: 01642
580018.

———

Thornton PCW Club

Meetings are held on every second Tuesday
at the Cleveleys Community Centre,
Blackpool. New members are very welcome
to the group, formerly known as the Wyred
Computer Club. For more information,
contact Steve at 5 Carlisle Grove, Thomnton
Cleveleys, Lancashire FYS 4BY.

Widmore PCW Club

The AGM takes place on September 23.
Dorothy Featherstone reports that the
workshop has been a great success this year
and apparently some exciting work has
been produced with LocoScript 4. Members
meet on the third Wednesday of the month
at Bromley Adult Education College. We
hope to have some pictures from a meeting
of the Bromley club in the next issue. For
more details, contact Dorothy Featherstone
on 01689 858105.

8 Bit Magazine

The great 8-Bit is soon to become “late”.
Issue 19 is the penultimate volume and it is
a two-in-one job, packed with features
including four pages of ‘16 gossip. There’s
also the great, conversational News Shorts
page. With only one issue to come, it’s
probably not worth subscribing, but you
may be able to pick-up a copy of the last
edition. Contact: Brian Watson,
Harrowden, 39 High Street, Sutton-in-the-
Isle, Ely CB6 2RA. Tel: 01353 777006.

PCW Today is now on the Internet. Why not join the 3500 people who have already visited our site

http://members.fripod.com/~pcwtoday

WRITER’S DESK

Introductory offer £5.75 inc.
PCW Today gave it “five out of five™

A no-frills, no-nonsense disk, stuffed with
tutorials, advice, and useful templates for
PCW users. Based on my regular class
‘Profit from Your Pen’. Abailable in Loco3
format or ASCII files on 3” or 3.5” discs
(3” - send 2 blank discs with order).
Coming soon: A fully compatible ‘hassle-
free’ PcW 16 version.

John Craggs

Also Available

e Strictly limited numbers of postal writing
students

® Writing workshops/talks

e Talks on ‘Life as a Writer - How to succeed
as a failure’

® Classes in/talks about theatrical violence

@ The probably unique ‘Writers Weapons’

® Workshop, and ‘How Do They Do That?’, a
look at theatrical combat.

Formerly of John’s Joftings
in PCW Plus

Tel: 01703 364821
E-mail: jcraggs@hotmail.com

60 Belmont Road, Chandler’s Ford
Eastleigh, HANTS, SO53 3FJ.
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Review

—

Auto Discat

If you are hopelessly messy and you have no idea what's on any of your discs, you could
well benefit from this new labelling package from SD Micro. Monica Dickerson investigates

AVING had my PCW for nearly
twelve years, it’s not surprising

that I have witnessed the birth (and
demise) of several products aimed at the
PCW market. Many of these I have tried
and in grappling with their procedures I
have created hundreds of files on scores
of discs.

Now another new offering for the PCW
market is on hand to enable me to grope my
way through the store of used and forgotten
files, as well as the current and active ones.
Auto-Discat from SD MicroSystems is a
neat and compact program offering more
than its modest price of £ 12.50 implies.

Quite simply it lists all files on a disc and
will produce those lists in a variety of ways
- on screen, on paper, or on disc in a format
which can be imported into LocoScript.

Auto-Discat runs from CP/M and comes
with a well-printed Manual which gives
clear instructions on how to make a copy of
the program so that it will work from
switch-on. One or two minor discrepancies
between Manual and on-screen Menus in
no way affect the easy operation of the
program.

The main menu offers the chance to
define one’s own printer defaults, and these

are then stored for all subsequent use. Next
the program will read into memory the disc
swapped into Drive A:, and this data can
then be manipulated in various ways.
Although the item is numbered <8> on the
Menu, I found the “Sort” option for me the
next most useful - a procedure which re-
arranges (or selects) files to choice, even
those files which I had “Hidden” on my
LocoScript Start-of-Day discs. The chosen
list can then be saved, or printed out as a
list or in columns on paper, or printed on
three differently-sized labels.

Changing to another Group or Drive or
Disc is catered for, though probably only on
LocoScript is the Group facility much
utilized by operators. If LocoScript is
booted up after a session of Auto-Discat,
the Directory files saved under Option <5>
(indicated by the .TXT extension) can be
inserted into a LocoScript document and
edited to choice.

This is a very handy little utility that
should be part of everyone’s software
collection. And at such a bargain price,
there are no excuses not to buy. Auto Discat
provides a novel and easy way to label your
discs.

After just a few minutes work, you will
regain control of your disc box.

INFO

AUTO DISCAT

Price: £12.50

Company: SD MicroSystems
Contact: 07000 736427
Format: Runs from CP/M on
all PCWs but not the PcW 16
as yet.

Ease of use: sooo0@
Features: eo0@

Value for Money:e0000
Overall: 0000

Verdict: An excellent aid to
organistation. This package
is sure to get your discs in
order in no time. Tremen-
dous value for money:.

=

Once again, SD MicroSystems have
spotted a gap in the market and filled it.

Auto Discat is available from SD
MicroSystems (Dept PCW), P.O. Box 99,
Thetford, Norfolk IP24 1NA, Tel/Fax 07000
736427, priced £12.50.

HEN we first reviewed this great

package, two issues ago, our only
big concern was the lack of mouse
control.

Well Richard Fairhurst, the programmer,
took note and rapidly brought out this new
version of the software, fully compatible
with Creative Technology’s KeyMouse.

He also finly tuned the whole product
with several other small improvements.

The best of these is a new ‘locate’
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RoutePlanner

function that lets you instantly zoom into a
named place on the map of your choice,
speeding things up immensly.

New keyboard shortcuts have been
included for those people who prefer to
keep away from the mouse. This is a great
improvement, and means that you no longer
have to drag the pointer around with the
cursor keys - an irritation of earlier versions

The coastline mapping, which was
previously a wekness, has been improved,
and it is now more accurate. The road data

Comsoft have just released an updated
version of this major new release

has been updated to Spring 1998, to take
into account the new roads springing up all
the time.

Finally, RoutePlanner can now generate
MicroDesign 3 compatible shots of the
maps, meaning that you can now incorpo-
rate them into LocoScript 4.

Although it has merely been tweaked, the
new version of RoutePlanner is better than
ever before - you really should get hold of a
copy if you can. Updates are available from
ComSoft or LocoScript Software.



Inkjet printer package
for just £135 - or less!

Unhappy about your existing print quality? Then take advantage of our
special offer — LocoScript 4, Printer Support Pack and the Olivetti JP170
monochrome inkjet printer. We'll throw in LocoSpell free of charge too.

This complete package costs just £135 including VAT and delivery. We also
provide a cable to plug the printer into the PCW9512 or PcW10’s external
printer socket, but if you have a PCW8256/8512 or PcW9256 you may also
need the Power Pack at an extra £50 (saving £9.95 on our standard price).
And as we supply a Start-of-day disc ready set-up for the printer, it'’s easy to
get going straight away.

or print in colour for just £195

If you want to print in colour, take advantage of the new low price of the Epson Stylus Color 400. Our complete
Stylus Color 400 package costs just £195 — that’s £30 less than our previous price. The package include the Stylus
Color 400 printer, the cable, LocoScript 4, LocoSpell and the Printer Support Pack (but you will need the Power
Pack if you have a PCW8256/8512 or PcW9256). And just like the Olivetti package, the Start-of-day disc we supply
lets you get going straight away. Note that the Stylus Color 400 cannot be used with CP/M programs.

Great new printing facilities

LocoScript 4 and these printer packages give you great new printing features. You’ll be able to include pictures in
your documents, print newspaper style columns and print with a range of typefaces at different sizes — and print in
colour with the Stylus Color 400 package. The printers include a cut sheet feeder, so you can load a sheaf of paper
into the printer and simply leave it printing.

As these printers are inkjet printers you'll find them much quieter than the Amstrad’s printer. Use the Olivetti’s built-in
fonts and you’ll find printing is faster too.

Just £99 if you have LocoScript 4

If you currently have LocoScript 3 or LocoScript 4, it gets
even better. Return your LocoScript 3 Master Disc with your
order and we’ll reduce the price by £10 to £125 for the
Olivetti or £185 for the Stylus. Return your LocoScript 4

. : : < 10 Vincent Works, Dorkmg RH4 3H]
Master Disc and the complete Olivetti package will cost an Phone: 01306 747757: Fax: 01306 885529

incredible £99 or the Stylus package £159!

Note: The JP170is colour upgradeable, but this option is not supported by LocoScript 4.
The Power Pack normally costs £59.95 unless purchased together with a printer package.

Yes, 1'd like to order a new printer Name: Payment method:
package for my PCW: [ Cheque payable to LocoScript Software

Add :
. . Saas [[] Access/Mastercard/Visa/Switch:
[] Olivetti JP170
[] | have LocoScript 1/2 £135 !
[] | have LocoScript 3 £125
[] | have LocoScript 4 £99 Postcode: Valia m  Switch
L] Stylus Color 400 Phone No: I confirm that I am the cardholder
[] | have LOCOSCr!pt 1/2 £195 Delivery details if different from above and that tl.te card is registered to the
[] ! have LocoScript 3 £185 above delivery address
[] | have LocoScript 4 £159 ~ Name:
Address: Signature
[] Locomotive Power Pack £50

Model of PCW (Please circle)

PCW Disc drive (Please circle)

(bought with a printer package)

Postcode:



Save Our Sixteen

T the launch of PCW Today’s “Save

Our Sixteen” campaign, the editor
said: “Programmers seem to have given
up on the ’16 before they even got
started.” That’s true enough and for one
good reason - Amstrad haven’t given us
the tools for the job!

It’s a simple problem - if you want to
program a PcW 16 - you need a PC.
Amstrad’s development system will run on
nothing else. As well as a couple of PCWs,
I've got two Apple Macs and two Amstrad
CPCs. All of them are capable of assem-
bling Z80 code - indeed, RoutePlanner
PCW was written on a CPC. But because
the PcW 16’s developers (Amstrad and
Creative Technology) have tied the
essential programming resources so tightly
to their own PsyQ system, none of these are
of any use for wrnting 16 software.

Ludicrously, there isn’t even an assembler
to run on the PcW 16 itself. All Amstrad or
Creative Technology had to do was fling,
say - £ 50 in the direction of Brian Watson
and Peter Campbell, holders of the
copyright to Maxam, and invest just one
week of work in giving it a basic text-only
shell to run on the PcW 16. This would
ensure new software development, allowing
Dixons display models to show something

view

other than the screen saver or - more
commonly - “Fatal System Failure please
insert rescue disc.” Hence more sales.
Needless to say, it didn’t happen.

Cliff Lawson, Amstrad hardware man and
all-round good egg, attributes the lack of
PcW 16 software to the comparatively
small user base - which makes it an
unrealistic proposition for big developers
who can get far better returns from the PC.

Don't blame existing
PCW owners or
pragrammers for the
16's lack of software -
it's not our fault.

To an extent, he’s right. Yet the same
remarks could be applied to the old-style
machine, the “PCW Classic”, and there are
dozens of small coders releasing excellent
new programs for that. Many of us would
like to work on the PcW 16. Without an
assembler, we can’t.

There are other matters. There’s the
ludicrously slow speed of the Rosanne

DROBEAMINEIZS

Seasoned PCW programmer - Richard Fairhurst - reveals why he believes the PcW 16 hasn't taken off

operating system, for one. The icons on the
opening screen - the very first thing you see
- take several seconds to appear on this
16MHz machine. I had a go at writing an
equivalent routine for the 4AMHz PCW
Classic, and it took under a second. That’s
how inefficient Rosanne is. One London
PcW 16 programmer is currently rewriting
its most sluggish components just so that
his applications will run at a decent speed.
This shouldn’t be necessary, and is hardly
likely to encourage new development.

Don’t get me wrong, I’d love to see more
software for the machine. As it happens,
I’ve given Richard Wildey (author of the
excellent Inventory Master) an option on a
RoutePlanner conversion; as the “PCW
Classic” original uses very few CP/M
features, conversion to the *16 should be a
relatively routine affair. Richard would
have a head start in that he already has a
PC. I don’t, and existing CPC and PCW
sales suggest that prospective returns would
be too low to pay for one. A shame, as I"d
have liked to have got my teeth into a PcW
16 implementation of CP/M, amongst
others.

So don’t blame existing PCW owners or
programmers for the 16°s lack of software -
it’s not our fault.

1. Amstrad could have given LocoScript
Software more time to develop a new
version of LocoScript for the machine.

2. The Rosanne operating system could
have been written with CP/M in the
background.

3. An assembler should have been
produced to enable programmers to easily
get at the innards of the ’16.

4. A faster processor would have speeded
the system up considerably.

10 Ways the ‘16 could have been better

5. More customer research should have
been commissioned. Amstrad targeted the
’16 at first-time buyers but they possibly
didn’t realise how many owners of ‘classic
PCWs’* would want to upgrade. These
people account for a large slice of sales.

6. Putting the launch date back a further
year would probably have resulted in a
better all-round system.

7. It should have been possible to program
the 16 from the ‘classic PCWs® - giving
PCW programmers a fresh new market.

8. The PCW series has a reputation for
being very reliable. It’s a pity the *16 tends
to crash rather too often.

9. A little more publicity surrounding the
launch would have been good. The only
place the *16 has been given any press is in
the PCW magazines.

10. Amstrad should consider producing a
’16 mark two - taking into account some of
the comments above. There is still a market
for a budget alternative to the dominant
PCs.
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e R Get sorted with
e i .S LocoFile and use your
. e PCW’s full potential

Your PCW can be much,
much more than a word
processor. With LocoFile it’s
ideal for keeping records
too.

LocoFile is as easy to use as
a manual card index. And
as a bonus, it keeps your
cards in order for you
automatically. So it’s a
simple task to keep track of
everything from names and
addresses to details of your
photograph collection.

It's easy to look up
information — just ask
LocoFile to look for cards
containing a word, a value
or a phrase and it will
search for you.

Whether you use your PCW
for correspondence, your
business, your church or for
a club or society, LocoFile
will be instantly useful.
Keep your Christmas card

g ¥ list, notes for a thesis, ... The
I—OCOFI Ie and LOCOMaI I range of ways LocoFile can
LocoFile and LocoMail are available for all models of PCW. | save you time and effort is
Normally LocoFile costs £39.95 and LocoMail £29.95, endless.

but as a special offer to PCW Today readers, | /And use LocoFile’s partner

order LocoFile and get LocoMail free! LocoMail to produce
; : ; standard letters, print labels,
Both products include comprehensive user guides lists — directly fr
and work with LocoScript 2, 3 or 4. el

‘ ; LocofFil ds.
If you have LocoScript 1, you will need to upgrade to LocoScript 4. FESE RS

To order, fill in and return this coupon, or call 01306 747757

O 1d like LocoFile and LocoMail for my PCW £39.95
Special PCW Today price includes LocoMail FREE!

farpes Payment by:
Address: [0 Cheque to LocoScript Software
[0 Access/Mastercard/Visa/Switch LOCOSCRIPT
I oI
Postcode: Valid I ’ Switch i:‘ Dorkql;fge, Igurrzry sRH4 3H]
Tel: S5 = R Phone: 01306 747757
PCW Model Drive A: 3" / 31" e, it BOSAA0

Signature: www.locomotive.com




Cover Disc

WE’VE got another jam-packed disc
for all you cover disc subscribers

this issue and now it’s easier to use than
ever.

The cover disc server is still there if you
want to use it, but many of you complained
last time that it was too slow. So now, all
the information can now also be viewed in
plain text and we’ve printed the disc
directory in the middle of this page so you
can see at a glance what is on the disc.

Many of the programs also come with
their own on-disc manual, these can be
viewed on screen, together with the cover
disc information by using our new HELP
utility. Each of the files listed in the
Directory under “Help Files” is a text-only
document. Each has the name of the
program it refers to and then the suffix
DOC. So, ARCHIVE.DOC is the manual
for the utility ARCHIVE.COM.

The only exceptions are LNEWS.DOC
and PNOTES.DOC. These are the files that
can also be accessed from the graphical
cover disc server and they are Late News
and Program Notes respectively. The latter
now gives details of what each individual
program is and what it does.

To view one of these help files, from CP/
M, put the cover disc in the drive and type
HELP then press [RETURN]. You will be
prompted to “Enter File:”. Simply do as it
asks - choose the document you want to
view (eg. DU53.DOC) and type in the full
name. Remember to include the .DOC
suffix and to get the spelling correct. Next
hit [RETURN] and the first page of the
manual will scroll down the screen. Press
[RETURN] again to read the next page and
SO on.

If you want to print out these files, you
can do so by using a word processor that

MD3 Fonts & Shades| DIRR.COM
INFOS5600.MDF Games
SHADE2.MDS PLUMBING.BAS
LS4 & MD3 Graphics | BURGLAR.BAS
FILENAME.MDA Help Files
Utilities ARCHIVE.DOC
FASTCOPY.COM SUPERZAP.DOC
ARCHIVE.COM DUS3.DOC
BACKUP.BAS LNEWS.DOC
ALTER.COM PNOTES.DOC
XDATE.COM POPCOM.DOC
POPCOM.COM BACKUP.DOC
DISCTOOL.COM CPMHELP.DOC
FORMATS.COM BASICHLP.DOC
DUS3.COM ALTER.DOC
SUPERZAP.COM FORMATS.DOC

Cover Disc

accepts plain ASCII text. Protext or
MicroDesign will do the job, but sadly
LocoScript won’t.

It is advisable to read the help file before
trying a program, especially with some of
the utilities packages. Some programs do
not have a help file, because they are fairly
self-explanatory.

Once you have read the program notes,
late news and the help files, you will want
to try out some of the goodies on the disc.
The files come in various different formats
but the following are the most important.
You can tell them apart by their suffix:

.COM - These are the most common
program files and will load direct from CP/
M. Just type the name of the file (forget
about the suffix) and press [RETURN]. For
example, try FASTCOPY [RETURN].

.BAS - These files are also programs, but
they must be run from Basic. To make
things easy, copy Basic from the CP/M disc
onto your cover disc using LocoScript or
some other file-copying utility. Once you
have done that, type BASIC and press

| Add cover discs to your subscription

| We have tried to simplify our system for

| levelling your cover disc and magazine

| subscriptions. Discs cost £1.50 each and
four discs now cost £6.00.
Estimate how many magazines you have left
to come and apply for the same no. of discs.

I_Your subscriptions should then be level.
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NAME
ADDRESS

POSTCODE

Send cheque or P/O to: "PCW Today", 150 Oxford
Road, Middlesbrough, Teesside TS5 SEL

You asked for it, SO we've given
you it. Here's the essential
guide to your cover disc.

[RETURN]. Once Basic has loaded, type
RUN “FILENAME so for example, you
might try: RUN “PLUMBING to load the
Plumbing game.

.MDA - These are graphics files and can
be used with MicroDesign 3 or Release 2 of
LocoScript 4. There are 17 pictures on the
disc and their theme is history. To find out
how to use pictures within MicroDesign or
LocoSecript, check your user manual.
Remember that graphics in Loco 4 must be
either on the M: drive, or on the same disc
as the document you wish to place them in.

.MDF - These are fonts for use with
MicroDesign 3

.MDS - These files are shades for use
with MicroDesign 3. You load them from
the GRAPHICS screen:

.DOC - We have already covered these
files. They are text documents and are
usually help files.

There are files on the disc with different
suffixes to the ones described here, but they
are all files used by other programs and do
not concern us. However, do not make the
mistake of deleting them. PCWTODAY.001
for example is a vital part of the cover disc
server and you will not be able to run the
program without it.

For more details about specific programs,
see the file - PNOTES.DOC - which can be
viewed from HELP or the cover disc server
- PCWTODAY.

We hope that you enjoy the disc and it’s
many delights. Please let us have your
comments and suggestions.

We would also greatly appreciate any
public domain or shareware programs you
might have for future discs.

COVER DISC PROBLEMS

If you subscribe to the cover disc, you
should find your copy affixed to the cover
of this magazine or loose inside. If your
disc is missing, please let us know and if
your disc is not working properly, return it
to us and we will fix the problem.




AMSTRAD PCW
SECTION

If you are still using your PCW

then we are still very involved
and providing as full a service as
we can, Repairs, Spares
Consumables are all available.

3.5” EXTERNAL
DRIVES (PCW 8256/8512
& 9512)

£70.00
£70.00

A Drive
B Drive
Switchable A Drive  £80.00
Switchable B Drive  £80.00
Switchable A or B (Datadual)
£115.00
Switchable A & B (Datatwin)
£165.00
Switchable A & B (Datatwin)
with Cable Remote Control
£185.00
PSU (except Datatwins where
PSU is standard) £20.00
extra

OUR 3.5” DRIVES ARE
UPGRADEABLE TO ANY
OTHER PACKAGE.

e.g. an A drive can be upgraded
to a Datatwin for just £115.00

MEMORY
256/512K memory for PCW
8256 and 9256 £13.00

DISKS (3.5”)
Box of 10 DS/DD disks with
labels £6.00 4 Boxes for
only £20.00

PRINTER RIBBONS
£5.00 each Ribbon for PCW
8256/8512, 9256, PCW10
£12.00 for Qty 3
£4.00 each Ribbon for PCW
9512, 9512+
£15.00 for Qty 5

Pinboard Computers

REPAIRS & SPARES
3” Drive Belt £2.40 each
New Armature £7. 00 each
Exchange CPU Board £55.00
Exchange PSU Board £50.00
Exchange 3” ‘A ‘Drive for-an
8256/8512 £50.00

REPAIRS

We offer an extensive
Repair Service at very
reasonable rates. Our
vast supply of second hand
items, too numerous to list,
ensures respectable prices.
Whatever your
requirements please
contact us for availability
and current price.
Callers are welcome to
purchase or bring their
computers in for repair or
upgrade ,but must call first
and make an appointment.

FOR EXAMPLE
9512 printer armature repair
costs £17.00 plus £8.50
return carriage.

8256 disc drive exchanged

£50 for the exchange drive

plus £15 fitting charge plus

return carriage of about £15
for the console

SECOND HAND PCWs
Second hand refurbished
PCW’s have a 3 months

warranty
8256 9"... from £99.00
9512.3".... from £125.00
9512 3.5".... from £150.00

All Prices quoted are fully
inclusive unless otherwise
stated.

Payment accepted
MASTERCARD VISA
CHEQUE POSTAL ORDERS

01462 894410

PCW CLUB MEMBERS
we have a
SPECIAL DISCOUNT FOR
CLUB MEMBERS

DISK TRANSFER
If you have upgraded or you
need to swap files with
someone with a PC; as well
as providing you with the
switchable 3.5” drives and the
software to convert from CPM
to DOS yourself , we can
convert discs for you
from £3.50 per disc

This months special

offers , 2nd hand
Star LC24-10 Printer  £58
HP DeskJet Printer £90
Canon BJ10ex Printer £68
NC200 Battery Notebook £107
As new Canon refurb, boxed
BJC210 Printer £100
Olivetti JP360 col. new £110
10 x 3" New Disks £20
Ink Cartridges, Refills,
Laser Toners, Other
printer ribbons, Other
Printers, Repairs to other
Printers, PC machines &
upgrades,

Pinboard

Computers

Unit 9, Bondor
Business Centre,
London Rd
Baldock, Herts
SG7 6HP

Tel: 01462 894410
Fax: 01462 894460




Help File

1

Help Fle

Send your tips, questions and answers to Help File, PCW Today,
150 Oxford Road, Middlesbrough, Teesside TS5 5EL.

I have a PCW 8256 with an

external 3.5" B drive and

would appreciate your advice.

Is it possible to transfer text
files from my SHARP PA-W1200 to
LocoSeript 4 or CP/M?

The specifications of the Sharp manual
state that it supports Word Perfect and MS-
DOS text files (ASCII) for exchanging data
with the IBM PC and compatible comput-
ers.

M. Darke, Woodcote

PCW Today: If your Sharp will convert
documents to PC discs in ASCII format, it
is possible. LocoScript Software sell a
package called Moonstone 2 in 1 that
allows the PCW to read DOS format discs.
It is a little pricey however at #39.95.

Can anyone please tell me how to connect a
Psion Series 3C to the RAMPak/Seral-
Parallel interface on the back of my PCW
so that I can transfer files in both direc-
tions?

I don’t suppose that the Parallel Printer
link would work - I’ve not had the courage
to try it! Psion market a program and link
cable for transfer to a PC. I have in the past
put a similar question to Psion concerning
the Series 3A but their totally unhelpful
answer was that the PCW was little more
than a word processor.

S Coutts, France

PCW Today: I'm very much afraid that
there is no way to connect the Psion to a
PCW - it can be done with a PC but no-one
has produced the software for a Psion link.
However, if I am wrong, please let me know.

How do you reset the printer after the
message, Printer ERROR underun. I have
to switch off and reboot.

I am using Print Queue to print two MDA
files on A4 paper. I am using a PcW 10
with SCA 512 MiniRam Plus, Standard 9
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Pin PcW DMP, The Network and MD3 and
Tweak.

The first MDA file loads onto the screen,
then it is printed, the second MDA file
loads onto the screen - that’s when the
message appears. My queue is:

*A: FRONT.MDA
*GAP 100

*A: BACK.MDA
*FORMFEED

Alan Petrie, Aberdeen

PCW Today: When we tried to recreate this
problem, we spectacularly crashed an 8256
twice and a PcW 10 three times - without
discovering the problem. The worrying
thing is - we didn't even get as far as
printing the first picture out! Can anyone
help - please!

A couple of questions that you may be able
to help me with:

1. Is there an easy way of stopping the
screen on the ’16 from refreshing itself?
2. Can the *16 produce a listing of
words, as with the drop down on the

LocoScript [f7] spell check?
Peter Grant Fream, Surrey

PCW Today: No and no I'm afraid - the
first niggle is extremely irritating after a
while isn't it!

Because I spend four days a week on the
road, I bought a second hand laptop and
printers from SCA Homsea which had PC
Easy pre-loaded. I can load LocoFile files
from my PCW via LocoLink to the laptop
(These have to be squashed before I can use
them). But if I wish to change details on the
cards, I can transfer the files back but the
PCW cannot read them.

Can anybody help?
John Garbutt, King’s Lynn

PCW Today: Anybody?

I am wnting to you in the hope that you
may be able to help me with a problem I am
experiencing.

I have to date, three ribbons for my PCW
and I wonder if it is possible for you to
advise me where 1 may be able to have two
of the ribbons sent to be re-inked.

As the prices in the shops these days cost
something around #7 per ribbon to buy and
self-inking has got its draw-backs, I would
prefer to have them sent off for re-inking if
possible, instead of just throwing them in
the bin.

As there are no shops in this area that do
re-inking, you are my best choice in this
matter.

Charles Brannon, Newcastle upon Tyne

PCW Today: There are two companies |
can recommend, They are Midas Charity
Ink - 01803 853144 and Aladdink - 0131
2293122. Midas advertise in PCW Today,
so check their ad for more details.

If, like me, you thought vou could print in
colour once you had LocoScript 4 and a
colour printer, think again.

I bought a new Canon BJC 250 last week,
only to find on searching for a suitable
printer driver, the following (in somewhat
small print) after the appropriate driver:
“...but at the time of writing, colour not
supported.”

So I’'m stuck with the black and white
and I’'m seeing red. But not in my docu-
ments.

M Hipwell, Burnley



PCW Today: LocoScript’s programmers are
always working on new drivers. A few
nudges in their direction might encourage
them to bring out a colour driver for your
printer sooner rather than later.

Can you help please. I am using an EPSON
LQ-300 Printer with my PcW 16 and it is
possible to update it with a Colour Upgrade
Kit. Would I be able to do this - would it be
compatible with the PcW 16?

Michael Harris, Southampton

PCW Today: Well you could add the kit,
but your PcW will not print out in colour -
as yet.

Recently you published a letter

from someone that wanted a

database for the PcW 16 for

5000 entries. In the same issue
of PCW Today, in the PcW 16 section, you
published a solution to this problem using
the address file. I also required a database
to catalogue my record collection and used
the address file which I found worked quite
well.

I am able to access a record name using
the address find function and of course
entries are listed alphabetically. I have 200
entries and still have some way to go before
my collection is catalogued. I think 5000
entries will certainly be too much for the
address file, so it occurred to me to create a
word processor document, listing the
entries on five lines.

Of course, the entries will not be entered
alphabetically but using the “text search”
should make them easier to find especially
as you can access any of the information
entered.

Kevin Boniface, London

I have developed a tip which other users
may find useful, as follows.

I find that my Epson LQ-100 printer is
not user friendly to the printing of enve-
lopes as one has to stand it up on end and
feed the envelope through a slot in the
bottom. My solution was to set up the 9512
printer for tractor labels.

I then set up a template which I call
LABEL.FIL. Set the margins to 30 left and
60 right I store any addresses on the letters
that I produce on Block 0-9 and at the finish
of my daily letters run, call up the

Help File

LABEL FIL by pressing [f]. I then paste in
each address, separating them by [ALT] and
[RETURN]. I then CHANGE CORRECT
PRINTER [ENTER], then the PRESENT
PAPER AND INTENDED PAPER message
is displayed. Choose Change to Intended
paper [ENTER]. The usual FILL messages
appear, select EDIT to correct or to add any
additional information.

For best results I find that the paper
should be loaded so that the top of the first
label should be set level with the Daisy-
wheel bar. If further letters are then
requires, proceed in the usual way, and on
printing you will be invited to change the
printer back.

Peter Gough, Cardiff

When I found that Print Screen on the PcW
16 actually did just that, I wondered what
on earth the function could be used for until
I started to import files from an old PC.

In the routine you are shown a list of files
to choose from just like the lists in the file
manager, edit or print routines. Print screen
then gives you a list of files on paper which
are to be copied or not to the PcW. This is
particularly helpful as the PcW system asks
you to allocate a file name at the start of the
process and you can’t use the same names
as you had on the PC if you don’t know
what they were.

This has probably been said before but as
I have mentioned the file manager, can I say
that it took me a while to realise that if |
use the folder system more and keep the
number of files in each folder down to say
ten. I can speed up the process of viewing
the files. It is far quicker to skim through
folder by folder than it is by scrolling
through a massive list of files which click
by one at a time.

The moral of the story is to manage the
file manager, don’t let it manage you.
Jeff Anderson, Bridlington

In the latest issue of PCW Today (issue 9),
Derrick Gaskin asks a question about the
transfer of files from ForeWord to Loco-
Script 4 - loaded into the foreground.

As an extensive user of this type of set
up, which is a considerable aid to writing,
and currently being in the process of
upgrading some of my Loco start of day
discs to the latest version, it naturally
attracted my attention.

Like your questioner, my version of
ForeWord is v1.15 which I understand was
the last available, this program appears to
be one of those to have disappeared from
the scene, so my findings are pertinent to
the discussion. After trying several different
possibilities of using the built in A, B and
M drives on my 9512+, including saving
the file in SOFT ASCII format from within
ForeWord before inserting it into a new
LocoScript 4 document.

I can report that in each case, although
the file will save without difficulty, it
cannot be successfully edited until
LocoScript has been reloaded. Any attempt
to do so producing the error message
already reported.

It would therefore appear that your
suspicion about the changed structure of
LocoScript affecting the way ForeWord
reads the discs is correct and the obvious
solution appears to be to keep at least one
copy of LS3 if you use this type of set-up
frequently.

ForeWord is an excellent program as far
as it goes, but I agree with you, and admit
the transfer facility is notorious for making
a mess of things. I NEVER use this facility
if the work requiring transfer is no longer
than about 700 words, preferring to save as
a SOFT ASCII file which can be inserted
into a Loco document. Not only is this more
accurate, but it often proves a more speedy
process.

Dareen Bridge, Huddersfield

The Technique PCW 102 keyboard for my
modified 8256 recently developed a
problem, the keys ENTER and EXIT
proving very different to effect.

A remedy was achieved by disassembling
the unit and then bonding approximately
circular pieces of silver kitchen foil onto the
underside of the keys, directly onto the
existing silver discs attached to the foam
rubber cushion which forms a buffer
between key and circuit board.

Kitchen foil has excellent electrical
continuity whereas the existing silver discs
appear to have none, hence a logical
explanation of the repair is beyond me.
However, the keyboard is now as good as
new.

Other readers may be able to rejuvenate
an otherwise “dud’ keyboard.
Mike Trueman, Surrey
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LocoFile

du

MASTERFILE database file must

be changed to ASCII before it will
import into LocoScript. Once in Loco-
Script it can be viewed by inserting the
text into an empty document.

MasterFile asks questions when readying
a file for exporting and, depending on your
answers, it may look like the two example
records shown in figure one, taken from my
CANDIS.MFC as viewed in LocoScript.

A &A marks the beginning of
the first item which,
(Following items are
marked &B,
&C, &D,
and so on.)

Each item is
enclosed

within a pair

of double
quotation marks,
and a comma (called a e
separator) is put between each

item.

LocoFile must be shown where one
record ends and another begins. Returning
to figure one again, the next thing is to
separate each record. Put “&A in FIND,
and put a return marker followed by a
single double quotation mark in EX-
CHANGE. The ticked default settings of
Ignore case and Preserve case can be
ignored. Set Automatic exchange and press
[ENTER].

Retum to the start once the exchange has
been made and put &? in FIND leaving
EXCHANGE blank. After ticking Use wild
cards set Auto exchange and press [EN-
TER]. The example records (once an
unwanted return marker at the start has
been removed) should look like figure two.

Besides the comma separator, there’s a
double quotation mark either side of the
comma, making three separators - only one
is needed.

Either strip out all the double quotations
leaving a single comma separator, or we
can fool LocoFile by using a dummy item
(see LocoFile User Guide for details).
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Switching to a new database is a bit like moving home - it
too can be very stressful. Rod Shinkfield hopes to make

things easier with this step by step guide

Stripping out the quotations is the easiest
method.

Leaving the seventh item line COM-
MENT blank means that any unwanted
commas will print on the seventh line
instead. Reducing the commas between the
page number and return marker to one
means the COMMENT item line remains
clear. Typing anything between the return
marker and the single comma will print

within the item line.

Two commas together
would show
that an

Our ex-

% Masterfile database
»Sé;‘/ file’s now ready to
import into LocoFile
where it will be renamed as CANDIS.DAT
(DAT meaning data, ie, main file). But first
we must set up a LocoFile Card Pattem and
a Record Pattern.

e

Let’s deal with the Record Pattern first
(CANDIS.REC). The original MasterFile
file was called CANDIS.MFC, and each
record had seven fields. Open a LocoScript
document and type in the field names used
in the original MasterFile file. Avoid spaces
between a field name by using the under-
line _ character, especially if LocoMail may
be used in the future. The Record Pattern
for our example records is shown in figure
four and saved as CANDIS.REC.

To set up a Card Pattern (CANDIS.PAT),
in LocoScript’s Disc Manager, press f1, [C],
and [ENTER] twice to go into LocoFile’s
Create LocoFile Data.

A card will appear on the screen with a
default size of columns 1/60, and lines 1/
15. This size can be altered, see LocoFile
User Guide for details. Move the cursor
onto col 15 and line 3 (Info shown top

right). Press the set-on key [+] found left of
space bar.

Press the right cursor to move to col 59,
and press [ENTER]. A menu will appear on
which the first item name CATEGORY 1is
typed in. Move cursor to Place at 1 o’clock
(default setting) and press the number nine
key, and [ENTER] twice.

The word CATEGORY should appear left
of the line allocated for item details. Move
the cursor down one line and, still in col 15,
press [+] again and move the cursor back to
col 15 (line 4) and press [ENTER].

You can set out item lines in either
direction. Type TITLE this time and again
change the 11 o’clock to 9 o’clock and press
[ENTER] twice. The TITLE item line has
joined the CATEGORY item line. Repeat
the above until the remaining five item
lines have been set up. Press [EXIT] and
record 1 appears top left of card. Press
[EXIT] again to leave LocoFile. When
setting up the card if an error warning of
overlapping items appears, accept Try again
and check that the position number reads 9
o’clock.

We are now ready to import into LocoFile
- but first a warning. Copy your Card
Pattern (CANDIS.PAT), Record Pattern
(CANDIS.REC), and the Datafile. Dat
(CANDIS.DAT) onto a disc and back them
up too.

When working on any LocoFiles copy
them onto the memory drive, and overwrite
files saved on the disc only when certain
everything has been correctly merged.

To merge, in Disc Manager, put the
cursor on the Card Pattern and press f1, [R]
for run LocoFile, and [ENTER] twice.
When the expected card appears, press f1
and choose Insert text and [ENTER] twice.
A merge menu appears. move cursor to
Record Pattern and press [ENTER] twice,
then move cursor to Datafile.Dat and press
[ENTER] twice.

If everything has been done correctly, all
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