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HE PCW is a strange beast. Just

when you think it’s dead on its feet,
the old dog gets yet another injection of
life, and everything looks rosy again.

LocoScript 4 and RoutePlanner gave
the classic PCWs a much needed kick up
the backside last year, and now John
Elliott’s CP/M clone seems to have reju-
venated the 16 in much the same way.

A couple of months ago things were
looking bleak for the much-criticised 16,
but now all that has changed. Read the
exciting details in our specially extended
news pages, and check out the exclusive
review of CP/M on page 22.

Perhaps now, we can start to treat Joyce
and Anne like the sisters they are, rather
than distant relatives. The great thing about
this new version of CP/M is that it makes
the 16 a proper PCW at last. Perhaps now,
at last, we can really say: “Welcome to the
family!”

And finally, whatever PCW you have,
the place to be this May i1s Crawley. It’s
the Crawley PCW Day on the 15th and
I’m travelling down from the North-East.
I"d love to see you there.
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News

news update
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Another PCWToDAY exclusive

16 new
titles .
for the 16!

ITS TRUE: Graphics, databases, games

THE PcW 16 is a REAL PCW at last -
and that’s official. SD MicroSystems has
just converted 16 of its most popular soft-
ware titles to work with the new CP/M
clone.

The sensational news will be welcomed
by the army of long-suffering 16 users, who
have seen just two pieces of new external
software in three years.

SD MicroSystems will also be selling
copies of the CP/M clone, and they have
even negotiated an exclusive deal with Lo-
coScript to sell BASIC for the 16.

The company’s boss, Steve Denson said:
“We’re taking quite a gamble on the 16 - I
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and even more launched for the PcW 16!

just hope it pays off. I like the PcW 16 and
think it deserves a bit of luck just now.”

Among the most welcome of the soft-
ware is Super Labeller, which is the first 16
package ever to offer a graphical output. The
pick of the rest includes a wide selection of
games and two databases.

All 16 titles can be bought immediately
and they have been checked with the latest
version of the CP/M clone. However this is
a beta edition, and is not yet ready for gen-
eral release. SD MicroSystems cannot dis-
tribute the program, until the programmer
gives the go-ahead.

As we go to press, programmer John

Elliott has just released version 0.10 of the
package, he also described the finished ver-
sion as “imminent”.

This suggests that the clone could be
ready in a matter of weeks, or even days.

We also understand that Creative Tech-
nology are interested in selling much of the
software too, and they are planning a third
edition of the PcW 16 magazine to promote
it.

Other companies are not yet convinced
that software for the PcW will sell. Loco-
Script, Protext and RoutePlanner are just
three of the products that will definitely not
be converted to run on the 16.



Now at last it’
‘real’ PCW!

News

We talk exclusively to the man who dared to invest in the PcW 16!

WHEN the PcW 16 was first muted back
in 1995, it came under heavy criticism
from staunch PCW owners, who didn’t
like what they saw.

“It won’t run CP/M, or LocoScript so
how can it be a PCW?” was the usual argu-
ment. And it seemed that the traditionalists
had a strong case.

Even back then, there was talk of a CP/
M emulator. Three years ago, in Spring
1996, the news pages of PCW Today, car-
ried an item which reported: “Currently
many PCW users are very unhappy about
the limitations of the PcW 16,” adding:
“Speculation is abounding that a CP/M
emulator is on its way.”

Now at last, after a very long wait, we
have a new version of CP/M for the 16 that
1s 50 good, it’s being described as more of a
clone than an emulator.

John Elliott’s fantastic new operating
system, previewed on page 22, means that
at last the PcW 16 will run some classic
PCW programs.

Of course, many of them have to be
tweaked to cope with differences in speed
and keyboard layout, but that, it seems, will
not be a problem.

SD MicroSystems told PCW Today first,
the news that every 16 user wanted to hear.
It has adapted 16 of its best titles to work
with the new CP/M clone, and Steve
Denson, the company’s boss, told us why:

“I'have an abiding love of Amstrads and
especially the PCW, and I see the 16 as ad-

vancing the cause of ‘alternative’ comput-
ing.

“In the PcW 16 I think we have an

Amstrad for the millennium, and it deserves
support. 40,000 machines may be small beer
to the industry at large, but it could help us
to keep the PCW market going for years to
come.

The SD Micro PcW 16
software range:

£9.95 - CP/M
£14.95 - CP/M + BASIC

£5.00 - GAMES DISC 1
£5.00 - PCW ADVENTURES
£5.00 - CROSS WORDER
£5.00 - MORSE CODE TUTOR
£5.00 - BASIC TUTOR

£5.00 - STD DECODER

£5.00 - BUSINESS LETTERS
£5.00 - HANDY DATABASE
£9.95 - TOP 16 GAMES DISC
£9.95 - JUNIOR PLAYTIME
£14.95 - SUPER LABELLER
£14.95 - MAILING MANAGER
£24.95 - PERSONAL LEDGER
£29.95 - BUSINESS LEDGER
£49.95 - SMALL TRADER

(Prices not yet confirmed)

“Just one example of where the 16 scores
1s its size. It’s so compact compared to those
huge PCs and looks as modern as the iMac.

“The Rosanne desktop is attractive, and
although the software is bugged, it’s per-
fectly adequate for home or small-office
work. As Cliff Lawson said, nobody should
expect it to run Microsoft Office.

“However, it’s when you step out into
CP/M that classic PCW owners will appre-
ciate the 16. The display is sharp, the text
looks bigger and bolder than it does on the
desktop, and the screen changes are slick

and snappy due to the extra speed of the Z80
16 MHz chip.

“On the downside, not all machine code,
or even BASIC programs will run. Any pro-
grams which make direct machine code
calls, crash the 16. And we will have to live
without the big two of LocoScript 4 and
MicroDesign 3 - there are problems at the
moment with software that uses the classic
PCW’s 90 column screens.

“I think that before long we’ll have
plenty of games and utilities for the 16. All
that will be needed is a decent graphics pro-
gram, but that might be tricky to achieve.
However 16 users will be able to print small
logos using our Super Labeller.

“The release date of our 16 software
depends on John Elliott giving the go-ahead
for CP/M which he 1s still completing, but I
can tell you it already works very well. I
must also admit that I like the 16 much more
than I thought I would, especially now we
can run other external programs on it.

“All the software has been tested with
the most recent version of the CP/M clone,
and of course all will require the CP/M
loader disc set, and in many cases Mallard
BASIC, which we have a license to supply
from LocoScript Software.

“All in all, the future for both the 16 and
the PCW market in general is looking
brighter than it did a few months ago.

“I just hope that 16 users will put their
money where their mouths are, and buy
some of the new software when it becomes
available, and prove that there is a whole
new market available for the PCW.”

For more information, contact SD
MicroSystems on 07000736427.

S |PWTody ® Feb-Apr199915]




News

Iit’s the end of the
road for the PCW

EXCLUSIVE REPORT

THE PcW 16 was the final statement in
the PCW range, PCW Today can reveal.
Amstrad has decided NOT to produce
any more PcW 16s, and has NO plans to
introduce an eighth incarnation of its fa-
mous word processor.

Bosses at Amstrad have decided that
there is no longer sufficient demand to war-
rant producing any new PCWs.

A batch of 30,000 units was sold to
Dixons last year, and we now know that they
were the last ever PCWs to come off the
Amstrad production line.

Now Dixons is selling-off the last of that
stockpile at well under £100 a unit, and it
is estimated that within months they will
have completely sold out. Some stores are
already out of stock.

An industry source revealed: “There is

B SUGAR: "We expect to release five new products.”

no longer enough consumer demand for
word processors like the 16.

“The price of PCs has dropped dramati-

Cross-platform OS

under development

A REVOLUTIONARY new operating
system that could work on ALL Amstrad
PCWs and CPCs is under development.

Rob Buckley of Radical Software origi-
nally started the software to make it easier
for programmers to write for the 16. But
once it neared completion, Rob discovered
that it would be relatively easy to convert
the software to work on all PCWs and CPCs
as well.

As we exclusively reported in Summer
1997, Rob was working on a BASIC pack-
age for the 16. However, when his hard drive
crashed, wiping the code, there were fears
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that the programmer had given up on the
project. Now it seems that the scheme is back
on again, and we await the results with in-
terest.

Information is very hard to come by, but
we do know that the software will include
features like drop-down menus, drag and
drop and dialogue boxes. It is not yet clear
whether the software is compatible with CP/
M software.

Rob intriguingly told a CPC magazine:
“It’s Windows for the Z80”, but as we go to
press, we have not been able to track down
the programmer ourselves.

cally, and most new users would rather pay
that little bit more and get Internet access -
one thing that the 16 cannot provide.”

Amstrad will now move into new ar-
eas, as it enters the millennium.

Chairman, Alan Sugar said: “We are
concentrating on developing innovative
products; we have got the same engineer-
ing team together that made us famous in
the 1980s.

“We expect to release five new products
this year,” he added.

The consumer electronics giant has gone
into the black for the first time since 1995,
with an opening-half profit of £4.08m.

That contrasts with losses of £879,000
last time. Sales income has risen 47 per cent
to £45.4m.

16 rumours
rubbished

AMSTRAD has scotched claims that the
PcW 16 has a short life-span.

Several magazines had suggested that
the machines were unreliable, and that re-
peated crashes could damage the machine.

Rosanne programmer, CLiff Lawson,
said: “A hardware fault is very unlikely, as
there is very little hardware inside a PcW
16 to go wrong. And software crashes can
always be fixed by resetting the machine.”

It seems that computer repair shops may
have written off PcW 16s that had nothing

wrong with them.

Read how to fix your 16 on page 35.



‘Roots man’
Wilf will be
missed

ONE of the most respected PCW pro-
grammers - Wilf Ford - sadly died at the
age of 76, in January.

Wilf, who most famously wrote the
hugely successful Roots PCW genealogy
system, was a well-known figure in the
PCW scene.

He also
worked as a vol-
untary program-
mer for the char-
ity disc repair
firm, Dave’s Disk
Doctor Service.

Dave Smith,
who runs the
charity, praised Wilf, saying: “We owe a
great debt of gratitude to Wilf. Many of the
programs which we use to salvage damaged
disks and recover the files from them, were
written by him. And his work has literally
saved us thousands of hours of time and
made an important contribution to our
fundraising activities.

BWILF FORD: 1922-1999

“It 1s probably true to say that without
his help we would not have coped.”

Fairhurst - [ will write
more PCW programs

LEADING classic computer program-
mer, Richard Fairhurst, has given the
PCW market a boost be revealing that
he wants to write more new software for
the machine.

Richard, who launched the superb
RoutePlanner PCW, last year, is now look-
ing for new projects.

He told PCW Today: “I’d be interested
in continuing to write for the PCW Classic
series - something a bit less mammoth than
RoutePlanner - but haven’t any great ideas.”

He is now appealing to readers to help
him with ideas. If you’ve got any ideas for
new software, drop us a line at the usual
address, and we’ll let Richard know.

News

o

BRITISH inventor, Sir Clive Sinclair,
has plans for a brand new computer in
the spirit of classic eighties computers
like the PCW.

Dubbed the
“ZX2000”, the new
machine could chal-
lenge the supremacy
of PCs, which Sir
Clive feels are over-
rated.

He explained: “I
want to design another !
computer because 1
think I can make a de-
cent job of it. I’ve started work on a proto-
type already.

B CLIVE SINCLAIR: Planning a new computer

“It’s a competitor to the PC because the
modern desktop computer is about as bad a
design as possible. It really is appalling. It
wastes memory on an unbelievable scale
and it slows down an extremely fast pro-
cessor with cumbersome routines and pro-
grams. There’s huge room for improvement.

Clive planning
‘new Sinclair’

“I want to create a computer that’s com-
pletely portable, but also totally functional
so there’s no compromise. I want something
that is going to cost ten times less than cur-
rent notebook PCs and have a huge battery
life so you won’t have
to keep recharging
the thing.

“We’ve designed
our own CPU and 1t’s
an extremely high
performance one. We
had prototypes of it
sometime ago and it
is blindingly fast -
about ten times faster
than a Pentium II processor.

“It 1s an ultra-RISC chip - I don’t want
to go into too much technical detail or bam-
boozle you with jargon, but this little
blighter will be incredibly fast and very ef-
ficient.”

We will keep you informed of Sir Clive’s

Eye

- Amstrads i

A DECEMBER issue of PC Mart maga-
zine carried a feature on “computers of
yesteryear”.

This gave some skimpy information on
where to get help for your classic computer.

The article was accompanied by a nice pic-
ture of an 8256 - but Angela Cook still man-
aged to get in a PCW dig, saying: “There’s
film footage of Jeffrey Archer writing on a
PCW - that might explain something.”

The Independent recently carried a feature
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progress.

n the media -

on LocoScript Software, that Howard Fisher
described as “Not very complimentary.” Ah
well!

And lastly, your editor was interviewed by
a writer from the London Evening Standard,
in January, who was writing an article on
“The joys of Amstrad owning,” for that
paper’s magazine. Let’s hope they at least,
give PCWs a better write-up.

If anyone from the London area should spot
the Standard feature, we’d be grateful of a

copy.

If you spot an 8256 on 7he Antiques Roadshow, or a ‘16 in Cosmo, we want to know about it.
In fact, if you see any PCW in the media, drop us a line and you might even win a prize!
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Club Scene

Amstrad Computer Club Incorporated
Open to all Amstrad users in South Austra-
lia. Weekly meetings are held on Tuesdays
at 2/24 Torreno Street, Mitcham, between
6.30pm and 9pm. Contact David Simpson,
DAS@picknow.com.au

Berkshire PCW Users Group

Several members report that Ed cannot be
contacted. Try him at: 121 Bullbroook
Drive, Bracknell, Berkshire RG12 2QR.

Birmingham and West Midlands

PCW Club

To find out more about this midlands based
club, get in touch with John Bell on: 0121
4343078

Brisbane PCW User Group

Mike Mackenzie runs this Australian club.
To contact him from outside the country,
telephone 617 32775701. Mike is also the
LocoScript Software representative down
under.

British Amstrad PCW Club

There was much amusement in the PCW
Today office when the February edition of
the British Amstrad PCW Club newsletter
arrived. In one article, Mike Elliston
grumbles about

e
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occasionally. Contact secretary, David

Lalieu at 10 Sheridan Avenue, Thundersley,
Essex SS7 1RD. 01702 551618.

Hastings & Eastbourne PCW Club

There’s a club AGM on February 15, and

the newsletter reports that if no new offic-
ers are elected, the club

Capital Computer Club

The group cover PCWs along with
other formats. For further information,
write to: 13 Eagle Street, Karori,
Wellington 6005, New Zealand.

Cornwall PCW Club

The group no longer holds regular for-
mal meetings. There are informal
meetings every two to three months
in members’ homes. The newsletter

will not be able to con-
tinue. On Monday May
17th, Jeff Brooks will be
designing logos in Mi-
croDesign and demon-
strating accounts on the
PcW 16. Contact:
George Magee on:
01323 833969.

Heads of the Valleys

will continue on a quarterly basis, and

PCs will now be covered as well. A further
decision on the club’s future will be made
in about a year’s time. For more details, con-
tact chairman, John Walker on 01752
706266.

Costa del Sol PCW Users Club

No longer affiliated to the U3A, the group
has 15 active members. Full membership
costs P3,000 per year. Meetings are fort-
nightly on Mondays from 1lam at the
Manilla Bar, Paseo Maritimo, Los Boliches.
Contact Ken Tether on 95 293 2096 for more
details.

mistakes in club

Fundamentals of LesnSiry

- referring to the
PCW Today editor
as Adrian Hooper!
Then on the facing
page, we learn that
Steve Massam has
| returned  from
| Edinborough! 1t’s
good to see we’re
| not the only publi-
| cation to be in-
vaded by gremlins

IPTESH FNSTANG FOE T1US

newsletters, but un- NEWSLLTTLR
|| fortunately fails to e | (e
| check his own copy FEBRUARY 4th

Crawley PCW Club

See elsewhere for our fairly ex-
tensive coverage of the PCW
Day that the Crawley gang are
hard at work organising. Con-
tact John Fisher on: 01732
863062.

Devon PCW Club

To join this group, get in touch
with: the Chairman, Peter
Godderidge on 01626 330373,
Treasurer, Christine Stone on
01392 252646, or Newsletter
Editor, Andy Young on 01395
577972.
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Group
This Welsh group still continues to operate
informally and the few remaining members
still correspond on PCW matters. Contact:
Anthony Hill on 01222 618012.

Hereford Computer Club

It costs £15 to join up and that includes sub-
scription to the club magazine - Keyboard.
Meetings are held from 7pm on the first
Wednesday of each month at The Cellar, 41
Widemarsh Street, Hereford.

Javea Computer Club

Regular meetings are held at Pedro’s Res-
taurant, Javea in Alicante. PCW users are
welcome. Contact Tom Hughes on:

96 5583508.

Joyce Computer Club

The PCW’s highly active presence in Hol-
land has its own web site, which has just
been updated. There’s a link on the PCW
Today site. Contact: Frank Van Empel,
Leksmondhof 8, NL-1108 EM Amsterdam.

Kentish PCW Club

Meetings are held on the first Wednesday
of every month at the Chapel Hall in Bush
Road, Cuxton. For further details, contact:
Leslie Merchant, 14 Mill Road, Northfleet,
Gravesend. Tel: 01474 335882.



Lancashire Group (Proposed)

Edward Green is looking for like minded
people interested in sharing information re-
garding all Amstrad PCWs. He says: “There
are a lot of Amstrad clubs around the coun-
try, but none in this area. Anyone interested
can call me on (01254) 823632 for a chat.”

Leeds Amstrad PCW Club

For more information on the club, contact
Paul Newmark, 18 Claythorpe Road, Leeds
LS16 SHW. Tel: 0113 2755576.

MicroDesign International User Group
Membership to this large club costs £8 and
includes subscription to the excellent maga-
zine - The Design Tree. Contact: Doug Cox,
132 Adelaide Grove, East Cowes, Isle of
Wight PO32 6DF. 01983 296366.

Morley Amstrad PCWers

This club meets in Morely Public Library at
7.30pm on the second Tuesday of every
month. Membership costs just £10. The
group has a library of PCW software. Con-
tact: Frank King on 01924 430319.

Perthshire PCW Club

For more information on this Scottish PCW
group, contact David Paterson, 26 Moulin
Crescent, Perth PH1 2EA. Tel: 01738
621346.

RADSTOCK.pew

This enthusiastic PCW club meets on the
second Friday of each month at the Radstock
Methodist Church from 7.30pm. For more
information, contact Adrian Hooper, 40

Club Scene

letter! He also enters into the great PC de-
bate by revealing that he has a PC - but only
for e-mailing relatives down under, and he
blasts other publications for branching out
to cover the PC. Contact: David Williams,
32/34 Carfin Street,
New Stevenson,
Motherwell ML1
4JL. Tel: 01698
732403.

SIG - Amstrad
PCW (USA)

Believe it or not,
there 1s a PCW club
in the States, with a
regular newsletter.
It’s a branch of
Mensa, and is run
by Al Walsh. You can contact him at 6889
Crest Avenue, Riverside, California 12503.

Somerset PCW Club

The group are bothered by falling member-
ship, so have decided to allow PC users into
the meetings. They produce a quar-
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ond Tuesday at the Cleveleys Community
Centre, Blackpool. New members are very
welcome to the group. For more informa-
tion, contact Steve at 5 Carlisle Grove,
Thornton Cleveleys, Lancashire FY5 4BY.
Widmore PCW
Club

Members meet on the
® | third Wednesday of
the month at Bromley
Adult Education Col-
lege. For more de-
tails, contact Dorothy
Featherstone on
01689 858105. The
picture on the left
shows a recent club
meeting. Watch out
for more pictures of the gang at Widmore in
the future.

8 Bit Magazine
The magazine went out in style with the last-
ever issue in February. Brian Watson has

terly newsletter. For details, contact:
Elsa Turner on 01935 823618.

South Essex PCW Club

Now renamed The British Amstrad
PCW Club because of a new na-
tional outlook. Contact: David
Lalieu, 10 Sheridan Avenue,
Thundersley, Essex SS7 1RD. Tel:
01702 551618. See details on fac-

ing page.

Kilmersdon Road, Teesside PCW Users
Haydon, Group

Radstock, Avon This club has sadly
BA3 3QN. Tel: been disbanded, after

01761 436276.

SCOTWEST.pcw
More of the usual
round-up of club
news in the latest
issue of CHR$(7).
David certainly
didn’t like that
Edinburgh spell-
ing mistake in the
British Amstrad
PCW Club news-

finally de-
cided he
wants  his
“life  back
again,” and
he’s shut up

vy note from the

shop. The last
magazine in-
cludes all the
usual adverts,
and an inter-
esting guide
to producing
columns on
the 16 word
processor.
Brian isn’t

almost 10 years. The
group, founded back in 1990 by
Gladys Baker, was forced to
fold after declining member-
ship. All monies were donated
to the Butterwick Trust
Children’s Hospice. Computer
equipment, software, books
and other items were given to
the TocH Stockton branch.

Thornton PCW Club
Meetings are held on every sec-

giving up on
8-bits all together - he reports that Protext
will last well into the new millennium.

6502/z80

A possible replacement multi-format maga-
zine has been launched by Wallis Publish-
ing, with the rather clumsy title of 6502/
z80. It promises a regular PCW section, so
should be worth a look. A year’s subscrip-
tion (six issues) costs just £12, or it’s £3 for
a trial copy. Contact: 13 Rodney Close,
Bilton, Rugby CV22 7HJ. 01788 817473.
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Bad Format

MSTRAD users depend on floppy

discs more than PC and Mac users,
in fact the latest iMacs are sold without a
disc drive. This means that we have to
be extra careful when looking after our
floppies.

The disc is a vulnerable thing, cheaply
made, flexible, and so easily corrupted. Yet
it is also highly important and may contain
data of immeasurable value. Whole novels,
treasured letters, financial records, and per-
sonal information are just some of the things
that you could have on a single disc.

The first rule is, don’t use discs in a
machine that is playing up. The 3” PCW
drive in particular, is notorious for going
wrong. If your drive stops reading discs cor-
rectly, or makes an unusual noise, the belt
probably wants replacing. DO NOT use an
important disc in this drive until it has been
fixed - rely instead on backups or ne discs.

Replacing drive belts is a simple job that
anyone can do at home.

Never switch your PCW on or off whilst
there is a disc in one of the drives - this will
not damage your machine, but you may lose
important data on the disc. Leaving discs
in your drives for long periods of time can
have the same disastrous effects.

Do not ever take the disc out of the drive
while the red drive light shows that it is
being accessed, or while the drive is whir-
ring.

Be sure to repeatedly save your work,
as a power surge, dip or cut, may switch off
your machine unexpectedly. If you are a
heavy user, and are concerned, get a mains
surge protector, and try to avoid working late
at night or during thunder storms.

Use good quality branded floppy discs.
These usually have a batch number or coun-
try of origin printed on them (it tends to be
Japan). Go for a brand name that you rec-
ognize. I personally reccommend Imation
3M, Verbatim, or Sony.

10[PCW Today ®  Feb- Apr1999]

Now that 3” discs are no longer manu-
factured in the Far East, the only source is
from an Italian firm which supplies new
discs of somewhat dubious quality.

It is not advisable to use these for im-
portant data - but if you do, be sure to make
several backups. However, secondhand
Amsoft, or Maxell discs are probably a safer
option.

Whatever type of disc you use, it will
have a metal shutter, protecting the mag-
netic disc inside. That is there for a reason,
so-don’t pull it back and touch the surface
of the disc, unless you really need to. A
greasy finger can wreck a disc within sec-
onds.

If'you can, keep discs in individual card-
board sleeves, or plastic cases, away from
dust. And, as a double precaution, keep all
your discs in a sturdy disc box.

“Keep discs well away
from magnetic fields,
given-off by often
innocent looking office
equipment”

There are many different types available
in a wide variety of capacities, and they
make a good investment. As well as keep-
ing the discs clean and safe, they will also
be tidier and more organized.

Keep discs well away from magnetic
fields, given-off by often innocent looking
office equipment.

There are magnets hidden everywhere.
They’re even in telephones and hi-fi speak-
ers. A strong magnetic field will wipe your
discs clean.

Avoid extremes of humidity and tem-
perature, and dusty environments are a big
“no, no”. There are disc-head cleaners avail-
able for both 3” and 3.5 drives.

Take care!

Adrian Braddy is playing Disc Doctors again in this floppy disc keep-fit class

These are essentially everyday discs,
only with the usual magnetic disc replaced
by a circle of fabric, which is soaked with a
little spirit, and inserted in the drive. Opin-
ions are divided as to how wise this prac-
tice actually is, but I've tried it and it seemed
to work fine.

After you’ve had a 3" disc in the drive
for a long period, lay it flat and let it cool
down - the glue used in some of the cheaper
discs can melt if the disc gets too hot, and
the hub may move out of position.

When you format a new disc for the clas-
sic PCWs, reformat an old one, or copy a
disc, use DISCKIT (or LocoScript 2, 3 or
4) to venfy it afterwards. This checks that
the disc is not faulty, and may avoid serious
problems later.

Remember to use the write protect tabs
on a disc if you are not going to change its
contents, especially when copying it.

Use separate discs for LocoScript and
CP/M files. LocoScript and CP/M interpret
the user groups quite differently and you
may lose data, if you mix and match.

Also, do not store your data files on your
“start of day” disc if at all possible. They
should be write protected and kept sepa-
rately.

If you use a 16, don’t gamble on using
DOS formatted discs, without doing a 16
format first - while they seem to work, you
may lose some of the data, as the root direc-
tory 1s incorrect.

And remember, all discs wear out even-
tually - nothing lasts forever, and discs aren’t
even particularly well made. Use plenty of
them, and back up frequently - discs are a
lot cheaper than work, effort and time. And
data-recovery services are not cheap!

Next time, I’ll be highlighting the im-
portance of backing up your discs, and I’ll
be offering a series of tips that should make
data-storage a much safer business.



Problems with your PCW?

Don't worry, LocoScript to the rescue!
We can offer a choice of options to suit you and your budget.

Move up to a new Windows PC for just £799 fully inclusive

Allowing for inflation, a Windows PC today
costs no more than your PCW did when new,
but can do so much more. As we understand
about you needs, we can make the move as
painless as possible, and of course help you
take across all your existing LocoScript
documents to the new PC.

Our PC package includes a modern PC with
colour monitor and black and white inkjet
printer. We'll set the PC up in your home or
office, and as it comes complete with LocoScript
ready to go, you'll be using the new PC almost
immediately. If anything does go wrong, our one  For a detailed information sheet and ordering
year on-site maintenance contract means that it information, call us on 01306 747757. We'll
will be fixed in your own home, keeping the tell you about our price promise too, so you can
delay and cost to a minimum. buy with confidence that the price is right!

And as our Customer Support was voted
number one by PCW Today readers, you know
you're in safe hands!

If you're unsure about the move to a PC, or feel that your
needs don't justify the cost, then get one of our professionally
refurbished PCWs.

We have a variety of models available, and each comes with
a three month exchange warranty.

A standard model including the Amstrad printer costs just
£135. And to take advantage of LocoScript 4's great
printing features, for £235 we'll supply an upgraded model
including LocoScript 4 and a monochrome inkjet printer (or £295
including a colour printer).

= ErE LOCOSCRIPT
el SOFTWARE

31 10 Vincent Works, Dorking RH4 3H]J
g Phone: 01306 747757; Fax: 01306 885529




Cover Disc

E’VE been putting together cover
discs for a year now, but this one
has to be our best yet.

Top of the bill is the incredible Loco-
Script screen saver from John Elliott. Just
copy it onto your Start of Day disc and the
screen saver will spring into action every
time you leave the PCW unattended.

On top of that, we’ve got more original
software than ever before, with a great se-
lection of new software from FW Manders.

There’s a couple of fabulous games, a
neat fuel consumption calculator, and a
graphics designer for BASIC.

Plus there’s yet another terrific selection
of graphics for MicroDesign3 and Loco-
Script 4, and a new MicroDesign font.

For basic information about the contents
of the cover disc, type PCWTODAY at the
A: prompt and press [RETURN]. This
accesses what we call the “cover disc
server”. It 1s heavy on graphics, so can be
quite slow, and many people decide to skip
it. It contains program notes and some late
news. The former gives details of each in-
dividual program and explains what it does.

For instructions on each program, you
should access the help file. Each help file
has the same name as the program it refers
to, only with a .DOC suffix. So, the pro-
gram EXAMPLE.COM would have a help
file called EXAMPLE.DOC.

To view one of these help files, put the
cover disc in the drive, type HELP, then
press [RETURN]. You will be prompted
to “Enter File”. Simply do as it asks - choose
the document you want to view (eg
EXAMPLE.DOC) and type in the full
name. Remember to include the .DOC suf-
fix and to get the spelling correct. Next hit
[RETURN] and the first page of the on-
screen manual will appear. Press [RE-
TURN] again to read the next page, and so
on.

Ifyou don’t want to bother with the cum-
bersome “cover disc server”, you can access
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Cover Disc

the text files it includes, by using HELP
instead. The two text files are called
LNEWS.DOC and PNOTES.DOC.

If you prefer, the help files can be ac-
cessed from a word processor. They will
load directly into Protext or MicroDesign,
but they are not LocoScript documents - they
are written in ASCII plain text format. Lo-
coScript will read ASCII, but you should
consult your manual to see how to do this.

It is advisable to read the help file be-
fore trying a program, especially with some
of the utilities packages.. Some programs
do not come with a help file, either because
one- was not written, or because the pro-
grams are self-explanatory. The latter is the
case with most games.

Once you have read the program notes,
late news and help files, you will want to
try out some of the goodies on the disc.
Firstly, from CP/M, type DIR and press
[RETURN], this will bring up an on-screen
directory of all the files on disc.

The files on the disc come in a variety
of different formats, and you can tell them
apart by their suffix. Here are some of the
most important.

.COM - These are the most common
program files and will load from CP/M. Just
type in the name of the file (forget about the
suffix) and press [RETURN]. For example,
try typing FASTCOPY and then hitting

[RETURN].

.BAS - These files are also programs,
but they must be run from BASIC. To make
things easy, copy BASIC from the CP/M
disc onto your cover disc using LocoScript
or some other file-copying utility. Once you
have done that, type BASIC and press [RE-
TURN]. Once BASIC has loaded up, type
in RUN “FILENAME and then press
[RETURN], so for example you might try
typing RUN “DESIGNER and pressing
[RETURN] to load that program.

.MDA - These are graphics files and are
in MicroDesign3 Area format. This means
that they can be used with MD3 or with

Here's our guide to the
fourth PCW Today cover
disc - have fun!

LocoScript 4. Each file name gives a de-
scription of the picture. Remember that to
use graphics in LocoScript 4, they must be
copied to either the M: drive, or onto the
same disc as the document you wish to place
them in. Check your manual if you’re not
sure.

.MDF - These are fonts for use with
MicroDesign3. There is usually a number
in the name, giving the point size.

.MDS - These files are shades for use
with MicroDesign 3. You load them from
the GRAPHICS screen.

.DOC - As already mentioned, these are
text files, for use with the HELP command.
They are in ASCII format and can be loaded
into a word processor and printed out.

.TXT - These are MicroDesign text files
and are loaded from the EDITOR screen of
MD3.

There are other files on the disc with
different suffixes to those described here.
These are files read by other programs. You
should not delete them as that may stop an-
other program from  working.
PCWTODAY.001 for example is a vital part
of the cover disc server and you will not be
able to run the program without it.

We hope that you enjoy the disc and its
many delights. One piece of advice, before
using the cover disc, make a back-up copy
of it. You don’t want to accidentally delete
all the files.

COVER DISC PROBLEMS
If you subscribe to the cover disc, you
should find your copy inside the magazine,
or affixed to the cover. If your disc is
missing, please let us know. And if your
disc s not working, retum it to us and we’ll
fix the problem.

WE NEED YOUR SOFTWARE
We urgently need good qualty software for
our cover discs. Any public domain or
Shareware programs are greatly appreciated




This page isn’t big enough
for details of everything we do for the PCW

So send or call free for our new
free illustrated 1999 catalogue

and details of some great special offers

Write to
LocoScript Software
FREEPOST

~1999

quqlog ue Dorking RH4 3BR
for the
Amstrad PCW o7 call fraa

0800 026 7088

LocoScript 4

Spreadsheet & Accounting
Desktop Publishing

New Printers

Upgrades

Repairs

Covers models PCW8256
PCW8512

PCW9512

PCW9512+

PcW9256 |

PcW10 |

SOFTWARE

10 Vincent Works
Dorking, Surrey RH4 3H]J
Phone: 01306 747757
Fax: 01306 885529
www.locomotive.com



Helpfile

i I WONDER if you, or any of your readers
| can answer the questions below, all of which
| are concerned with the use of the spread-
| sheet of Mini Office Professional ona PCW

| 8256.
|
| 1. How can a spreadsheet file be erased
i completely? It seems that the option to
' ‘wipe” a file erases the text but leaves a
| blank file in its place.

2. Is 1t possible to copy a file to another
I disc to make a backup copy for safety?

3. Is it possible in the spreadsheet to
print zeros without the slash?
Dr. RC Evans, Cambridge

ITHAVE read from more than one source that
the PCW (mine is a 9512) can handle more
than 64 Kb of RAM with a fairly compli-
cated bank switching scheme. I do not care
how complicated it may be, I would like to
try to use this extra RAM.

Yet despite some considerable research,
I am unable to find any information on how
to use it. Is there anyone out there who can
help?

I use a large Supercalc2 spreadsheet on
a weekly basis, which needs approximately
150k RAM using the SC2 program. I cur-
rently overcome the problem by splitting the
spreadsheet into 8 files.

It would be nice to know if I would be
any better off using extra RAM via bank
switching.

Bill Mainman, Lampeter

I HAVE recently installed a Citizen 24 pin
ABC colour printer, and tried unsuccessfully
to print to it from the Mini Office Spread-
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sheet. Have you or any readers any sugges-
tions about how I might make this work?

My profile.sub 1s:

setdef m:,*[order = (sub,com) temporary =
a]

DEVICE LST: = CEN

paper {70 p[off] d

office

The last line can also read “sheet’ - it
makes no difference. I have also changed
the *‘Printer Type’ on the ‘Print Spreadsheet’
screen to ‘Parallel’, but the program does
not recognise the external printer. I have to
use my PCW’s original 9 pin printer.
Anthony M Whitehouse, Chelmsford

I AM wondering if you or any of your read-
ers know of a program that would assist me
in my work as secretary of a flat green bowls
league. I would require it to produce fixture
lists and I want to be able to enter match
results, print them out, and produce current
league tables.

SR Batty, York

I BOUGHT the PcW 16 to list my slides -
am an amateur photographer and am look-
ing for a filing system to cope with this task.

I need a filing system which I can ac-
cess, then pick out an item with the mouse/
keyboard, and transfer it to a screen, folder
or whatever. It should be able to print out
the items on a sheet which wil then accom-
pany the slides to a prospective buyer.

CR Henderson, Newcastle upon Tyne

CAN anyone tell me how I can transfer cells
containing data in one Rocket spreadsheet
to another Rocket spreadsheet?

Surely this must be possible. I under-
stand that there are ways of transferring data
from SuperCalc and LocoScript to Rocket.

A selection of reader questions.
if you can help please let us

know. Write your solutions to:

Help File, PCW Today, 150

Oxford Road, Middlesbrough,
Teesside TS5 5EL.

I’d appreciate any advice anyone could
give me about this.
SH Coutts, France

INORMALLY use a Star LC15 printer for
output of my PcW 10, when in MicroDe-
sign 3. Although I can buy black ribbons
for use on this, I can no longer find a local
or national source of single colour ribbons.

Can anyone please tell me of a source
of single colour ribbons for this printer. To
the best of my knowledge these ribbons are
the same as used on the LC10. The ones |
am using are marked Star LC24-10 Group
2868FN. These are a standard halfinch wide
ribbon, so even a source of colour ribbons
which [ could fit into my present cassettes
would be useful.

Ivan Swan, Norwich

I STARTED using PC Line 3.5” DD discs
with my PcW 16 and on the advice of a
friend, decided to duplicate the discs for
each of my subjects. This worked perfectly
with the DD discs, so my five college sub-
jects has produced a library of ten discs (five
originals and five duplicates).

However, I have tried duplicating MF-
2HD discs with absolutely no success. This
only became apparent when I bought Ac-
count Manager from Creative Technology,
and could not duplicate the disc.

To give Creative Technology its due.
They could not find any problems but du-
plicated the disc for me. I have managed to
play around with the working copy, and find
that if T copy files back to the desktop and
then onto another disc, I have two working
copies. This is great, but can you tell me
why my 16 won’t duplicate the HD discs,
especially as it does not give me any error
messages.

Irene Dunn, Greenock



Pinboard Com
AMSTRAD PCW

If you are still using your PCW

then we are still very involved
and providing as full a service as
we can, Repairs, Spares
Consumables are all available.

3.5” EXTERNAL
DRIVES (PCW 8256/8512
& 9512)
A Drive
B Drive

£70.00
Switchable A Drive £80.00
Switchable B Drive  £80.00
Switchable A or B (Datadual)
£115.00

Switchable A & B (Datatwin)
£165.00

Switchable A & B (Datatwin)
with Cable Remote Control
£185.00
PSU (except Datatwins where

PSU is standard) £20.00

£70.00

OUR 3.5” DRIVES ARE
UPGRADEABLE TO ANY
OTHER PACKAGE.

e.g. an A drive can be upgraded
to a Datatwin for just £115.00

INTERNAL 3.5” DRIVES
FOR MOST PCWs
A or B drive £90.00
IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO
UPGRADE EXISTING
SOFTWARE WHEN FITTING
OUR DRIVES.

MEMORY
256/512K memory for PCW
8256 and 9256 £13.00

DISKS (3.5")
Box of 10 DS/DD disks with
labels £6.00 4 Boxes for
only £20.00

01462 894410

PRINTER RIBBONS
£5.00 each Ribbon for PCW
8256/8512, 9256, PCW10
£12.00 for Qty 3
£4.00 each Ribbon for PCW
9512, 9512+
£15.00 for Qty 5

REPAIRS & SPARES
3” Drive Belt £2.40 each
New Armature £7. 00 each
Exchange CPU Board £55.00
Exchange PSU Board £50.00
Exchange 3” ‘A ‘Drive for an
8256/8512 £50.00

REPAIRS

We offer an extensive
Repair Service at very
reasonable rates. Our
vast suppliy of second hand
items, too numerous fto list,
ensures respectable prices.
Whatever your
requirements please
contact us for availability
and current price.
Callers are welcome to
purchase or bring their
computers in for repair or
upgrade ,but must call first
and make an appointment.

SECOND HAND PCWs
Second hand refurbished
PCW’s have a 3 months

warranty
8256 3”. £99.00
9512. 3".... from £125.00
95612 3.5".... from £150.00

All Prices quoted are fully
inclusive unless otherwise
stated.

Payment accepted VISA
MASTERCARD CHEQUE
POSTAL ORDERS

DISK TRANSFER
If you have upgraded or you
need to swap files with
someone with a PC; as well
as providing you with the
switchable 3.5” drives and the
nvert from software to coCPM
to DOS yourself , we can
convert discs for you
from £3.50 per disc

SPECIAL OFFERS
WHILE STOCKS LAST

2nd hand reformatted 3”
discs £1.40 each
Sprinter 9512+ £32.00

NEW ITEMS CARRY
A FULL 12 MONTH
RTB WARRANTY
ALL SECOND HAND
ITEMS CARRY A
3 MONTH RTB
WARRANTY

NEW For PCW users
changing to or addinga PC
we offer a Pentium300 for
only £499.00 including VAT
Call us now for information
Carriage extra

INK CARTRIDGES
Epson Stylus 600 Blk £8.00
Epson Stylus 600 Col £12.00

Canon BJ600 Blk £5.00
HP 500 Blk £18.00
AND MANY MORE

PINBOARD
COMPUTERS

Unit @ Bondor Business
Centre, London Rd,
Baldock, SG7 6HP
Tel 01462 894410
Fax 01462 894460
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Forget the cabinet

WHY do us 16 users save our documents
in the Cabinet Flash ROM and then, later,
back up with a floppy disc? Am I missing
something?

It would appear that it is standard prac-
tice to create a document and file it in the
cabinet memory, and in due course, if con-
sidered necessary, copy onto a floppy disc.

If the document is important, I cannot
see the point of not putting it on the floppy
disc in the first place.

Should the machine crash when three
quarters of the way through compiling a
complicated spreadsheet, for example, all
the work is lost!

It would have happened to me with an
on-going very extensive spreadsheet, had I
not put the document onto the disc in the
first place.

The Flash ROM memory is far less than
that of a disc, and I understand that repeated
erasures to a Flash ROM shorten its work-
ing life, and floppy discs are only a few
pence each. All in all, it is just common
sense.

LS Cooper, Altringham

Millennium matters

MASS Labeller may be effected by the Mil-
lennium bug. It cannot be used without en-
tering the current day’s date.

I rang MASS Software in Norwich, re-
garding any problems with the millennium,
date-wise. Mr Lake, the program’s designer,
told me to try entering the first day in 2000,
and said: “If it doesn’t blow up, you’re
okay.”

16 PCW Today @
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However, I tried to enter the date and
got the message: “INVALID DATE”. I then
tried using a back-date and it worked fine.

This is a great little program to use, and
if you are not concerned as to the day’s date,
you can trick it by using a back-date and
1’1l work as usual.

Edward Green, Clitheroe

Copy discs

IN answer to the query by Adam Pickering
(PCW Today, Issue 11), to copy files from
one disc to another on the 16 is simple.

Just go to File Manager, copy the re-
quired files from the disc to the cabinet, then
remove the disc, replace it with the disc you
want to copy onto, press [Ctrl] [L] to change
disc.

Then copy the files from the cabinet to
the folder on the new disc. You may then
remove the files from the cabinet after
checking that the transfer worked okay.

This can take time, but it works.
Ernest Wright, Hassocks

Print error

IREAD with interest in this quarter’s maga-
zine about a reader who says he is experni-
encing difficulty with a printing error in
MicroDesign 3.

I get this regularly, but I have never had
to reboot to get out of it.

All T do 1s this: Press the [PTR] key to
go into printer mode, then press the left cur-
sor key to go direct to the reset position.

Press the [+] key at the left hand side of
the spacebar, to engage reset, then right cur-

Help File

Send us your solutions, tips and helpful snippets. The address to write
to is: Help File, PCW Today, 150 Oxford Road, Middlesbrough TS5 5EL.

sor back to On-line and Exit. This allows
the printer to carry on.
CC Partlow, Doncaster

Micro memory

REGARDING lJoe Billington’s problems
with MicroDesign (Help File, Issue 11), I
suspect that his machine only has 512k.

If this is the case, then the page shown
on the MD3 screen won'’t be full size, and
Joe will find it difficult to match the results
he wants with the results his lack of RAM
forces on him.

It is possible to use Queue printing to
move two AS pages about on an A4 page,
altering the gap between the two A5 pages,
but doubt if Joe will ever be satisfied with
the printed result.

My advice is either to increase the RAM
and try again, or print his letters only on A4

pages.

Joe will also discover that altering the
16k to the 32k font allowance will not al-
low the OLDENG®66 font to be loaded, even
after blanking the three font slots, unless the
RAM i1s loadd to more than 512k.

For instance, with three blanked font
slots on my PcW 10 (512k), and the font
allowance set to 32k in Options, the
Delphi60 font from cover disc No 3 still
wouldn’t load, yet the Delphi50 (uppercase
only) loaded okay.

Toload a large font from my MD3’s font
library disc, when doing posters, I use the
Font and Shade Designer program. After
writing all the large lettering needed, I save
the page to disc and finish off the poster in
MicroDesign.

Rod Shinkfield, Chorley



Catch up on the PcW 16 gossip

T’S been quite a few months for Annie,

so instead of the usual moans, groans
and controversy, I’ve decided to bring
you some of the hot news that wasn’t quite
hot enough for the news pages.

The biggest and best news is of course
the imminent arrival of CP/M for the 16,
and the launch of 16 classic PCW programs
to work with the new operating system.
However, quite a lot else has been going on
too.

xRk %x

Until recently the world’s only 2 Mb
PcW 16 was owned by Amstrad program-
mer Cliff Lawson. Well not any more. Com-
puter wizard, Gareth Morris, has upgraded
both his units, and now he’s willing to do
the same for other users.

Gareth has discovered a supplier of the
memory chips used in the 16, and has made
a preliminary order of eight chips. The up-
grade doubles the size of the cabinet, and
would potentially make space for new fonts,
were they ever to become available.

The generous electrical expert wil up-
grade your PcW 16 for around a tenner. Talk
about a bargain!

For more information, contact him at 8x
South Primrose Hill, Chelmsford, Essex
CM11 2RG, tel 01245 496130.

x %%

You can get hold of a copy of the latest
PcW 16 Rescue Disc (1.12) from Brian
Watson, Harrowden, 39 High Street, Sutton-
in-the-Isle, Ely, Cambridgeshire CB6 2RA,
tel 01353 777006. Just send him a 1.44MB
disc and an SAE and he’ll kindly dispatch
a copy to you free of charge.

SD MicroSystems is also now distrib-
uting Rescue Discs, and the company has
actually secured a supply of PcW 16 manu-
als, which are now on sale complementing
the new 16 range.

Contact: Dept 16, PO Box 99, Thetford
IP24 INA, tel 07000 736427.

L2

The official Amstrad PcW 16 help line
1s now completely automated. The line, op-
erated by LocoScript Software, now works
on a touch-tone system.

Users are offered a selection of the most
common problems, and are asked to select
the one matching their own.

A recorded message will then come up
with a solution. Apparently there ain’t much
variety in the problems users are
experiencing. Tel 0891 515715. The num-
ber is still premium rate so calls cost S0p a
minute.

By the way, don’t bother ringing Am-
strad - they no longer offer PCW technical
support over the phone.

Xk %

We understand that Creative Technol-
ogy is planning to distribute issue three of
the PcW 16 magazine pretty soon. A first
batch will go out to 500 registered 16 us-
ers. Incidentally, the Creative PcW 16 web
site has not been updated in over a year.

X%

In an advert in 8 Bit magazine, a chap
called Richard is asking for people inter-
ested in writing software for the PcW 16 to
get in touch. You can give him a ring on

01524 68989 after 6pm, or e-mail him on
richard@courtaulds-lingerie.thenet.co.uk

Xk X

Blink and you’d have missed it. A new
product for the PcW 16 was launched last
year, and none of the PCW press picked up
on it. An enthusiastic and talented 16 user,
Don Moody, has created a “Desktop Pub-
lishing™ disc for the 16.

For just £8, you can get a disc packed
with templates and tutorials that will enable
you to produce columns with mastheads,
create a database, print labels, and print in
draft quality. It’s well worth the few quid
Don’s asking. Contact: 28 Rectory Road,
Southport, Merseyside PR9 7PU.

kXX

AND FINALLY We’ve heard rumours
that a programmer is working on new fonts
for the 16. Is it true, and if it is, would they
sell? Who knows.

L

One slightly more plausible piece of
gossip doing the rounds is that there’s a new
version of BASIC being worked on for the
machine. We know that there were two such
projects well underway a year ago, but they
were scrapped.

A neatimplementation of the traditional
programming language would be most wel-
come.

It may be that this is the same program
as the one described in the news pages, be-
ing written by Rob Buckley. But despite
some frantic investigations, we failed to
trace Rob before the deadline. We hope to
have more next time.

PCW Todey
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LocoMail ‘

your electricity bill.

something like
ELECTRIC.FIL and
checked carefully for
errors, place the cursor
over the file, press f (for
Fill) and [ENTER].

Answer the ques-
tions put to you by the
program, for example
enter one or two digits
for the date, followed by
a slash, then one or two
digits for the month.

The program will
look after the year. The
next question asks for
the previous reading on
your electricity meter,
then the present read-
ing. Enter these in turn,
following each by [EN-
TER].

Now you are asked
for the days involved
more or less than 90 -
if it 1s less than 90 pre-

N THE box is a LocoMail listing
which you can use to calculate your do-
mestic electricity costs - it will even check

When you have keyed it in, saved it as

Sort your ‘leccy bills
with LocoMail

Anthony Dimond uses the programming power of LocoMail to sort his home finances

LocoMail language. It goes on to say thaty
(for year, would you guess?) =7/99".

This has the effect that every time the
program comes across y in the LocoMail
program context it treats it as /99. Next the

(+Mail)y="/99":t=" “$p="“:pd="£
date=?; What is today’s date dd/mm?
date=date&y
us=0
ds=90
ps=7#, What was the previéus reading?
pt=7#;What is the present reading? -
days=%;How many days more or less(-) than 90?
ds=[dstdays] ’
us=[pt-ps]
uc=.0612
elec=[us*uc|2!]
ch=[ds*.1210]2!]
sub=[electch]
r=.05
vat=[sub*rt|2!]
p=I[sub+vat](-Mail)

Meter Readings Units Electric
Date Previous Present used Charge
(+Mail)date:t:ps:t:pt:t:us:t:pd:elec(-Mail)

Standing Charge for (+Mail)ds:sp(-Mail)days

Sub-total (+Wordul)(+Mail)pd:sub(-Mail)(-UL)
VAT (+Mail)pd.vat(-Mail)
Payment due (+Wordul)(+Mail)pd:p(-Mail)(-UL)

133

(+Mail)pd:.ch(-Mail)

cede the number by a minus sign from the
TOP row of your keyboard. 89 days would
require you to enter -1, that is one day less
than 90. Generally the period (a quarter) will
be more than 90 days. The number of days
is on my bills and I expect it is on yours too.
That’s it, sit back and watch the result ap-
pear on screen.

Let’s see how it works.

The first line begins with a (+Mail) code
to tell your computer this is written in the
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program says that t=" , so when it
comes across t in the LocoMail context it
treats it as a tab. sp=" * or a space, and
pd="£ “ which is a pound sign.

Why do I say “in the LocoMail context?
Because during the listing LocoMail is
sometimes switched on and sometimes
switched off.

Next the program asks you for a date -
date=? - and that question is followed in a
more intelligible form with guidance about

how to enter the date by entering one or two
digits for the day followed by a slash and
one or two more digits for the month.

Then the third line - date=date&y - takes
the day and month you have just entered and
adds them to y, which
you may remember
equals /99.

If you have any expe-
rience writing Basic list-
ings you will recognize
the next few lines set
some variables for later
use in the program. us
(units) equal zero, and ds
(days) equal 90 which s,
give or take one or two
days, the number of days
In a quarter.

You will be asked to
enter how many extra (or
fewer) days than 90.
Lines 6, 7, 8 and 9 ask
you more questions.

What was the previ-
ous (ps) meter reading,
the present (pt) reading
and how many days more
or less than 90 in the
quarter.

These details appear on your bill, well
they do on mine, or you could work them
out from a calendar or diary, and by reading
the meter and looking on your old bill for
the previous meter reading.

If the period was for less than 90 days
don’t forget to put a minus sign before the
days to be subtracted from 90.

That’s it! You’ve finished!

The program takes over, adding the days



to 90, calculating the us (units) by subtract-
ing the ps (previous) from the pt (present),
then multiplying the units by uc (unit
charge) which in this listing 1s .0612 or £
0.0612 or six whole pence and twelve hun-
dredths of a penny!

Don’t worry about it, the machine deals
with the arithmetic, where it says elec (elec-
tricity charge) equals units times unit charge

rounded to two places of decimals -.

[us*uc|2!].

The square brackets tell the program
arithmetic is necessary, the asterisk says
multiply, the upright bar and the 2 require
the result to be rounded off to two places of
decimals, and the exclamation ! mark says
to truncate the result to two decimal places
which 1s not the same as rounding off.

This is the correct method for
this calculation, as it is for VAT
calculations. It is the nearest
penny BELOW any decimal

LocoMail

If you can see them on screen it is less
likely you will erase them by mustake, but
you can always go back to your original
version.

The next calculation is to find the stand-
ing charge - ch - which is the number of
days multiplied by £0.1210 or [ds*.1210]2!]
Do you recognize that caleulation?

1 think yeu could learn a lot by trying to
follow the rest of the program in your own
time.

Sub is a sub-total madeup of the charge
for electricity added to the standing charge.
1t is the rate of VAT to be charged on the
cost of the electricity.

The VAT is added to the sub-total to find

Meter Readings Units - Electric
Date Previous Present used Charge

tion mark near the start of each of these lines.

The question mark requires you to enter
information, and the hash sign ensures that
you enter a number, nothing else will be
accepted.

And for real beginners - stop whining
all you ‘experts’ sitting in the back row! We
were all beginners once. Anyway, how do
you enter these “Codes’?

Look at your keyboard, near the space
bar you will find two keys with boxed plus
and minus signs on them, one of each.

If you press one of these keys after a brief
delay a list of Codes will appear down the
side of your screen, allowing you to choose
which you want to use. Using the special

plus key turns a Code on. Use
the minus key to turn them off.

You can speed-up this pro-
cess by pressing the plus or mi-

places, NOT the next penny if, 2HP 1o 0L A0 L2030 nus key followed immediately
say, the result was £ 31.345. This : by appropriate letter keys. Plus
must be charged as £ 31.34. Standing Charge for 91 days £11.01 al?lld {)thué)ls on underhm}rllg Mi-
Subtotal £31.38 nus and U turns off underlining.

I repeat, don’t worry about it, VAT £1.56
the program deals with this cor- Payment due £32.94 For this LocoMail listing
rectly. you will need to use Plus and m
(it doesn’t have to be upper-
There 1s a possibility that your electric-  the p or payment due. case) to turn LocoMail on, and Minus and

ity supplier charges you a different price
from my example of .0612p for each unit,
and indeed for each day of the standing
charge.

If so you can find this from a bill. Like-
wise with the standing charge which is the
next calculation.

If your charges are different CHANGE
MY PROGRAM! After you have a work-
ing copy of the version above, make a new
copy with a different file name, and change
this copy.

Then you can fall back on your original
if you make a mistake.

The serious risk here 1s that when you
change details you may change something
by mistake, and you can guard against this
danger by using F8 to switch on Codes,
Spaces, and things like Carriage Returns
and Tabs.

From this point on LocoMail is switched
on and off as necessary to allow for head-
ings to be printed above, or to one side, of
the various money amounts, with the pound
sign being inserted when the program finds
the variable pd.

Remember that from the first line of the
program? Don’t trust me, have a look now.

That’s about it, except that I have set up
a Layout with the left-hand margin at 10,
simple tabs at 19, 28 and 36 and a decimal
tab at 46, so that the result is nicely lined
up down the page.

A very important point. Every line of the
LocoMail listing ends with a carriage re-
turn. If you leave any of them out, the list-
ing may not work correctly.

In lines 6, 7 and 8 of the LocoMail list-
ing there 1s a hash sign alongside the ques-

m to tumn it off. Plus w and minus u turns
word-underline on and off.

I think they are the only codes I have
used 1n this listing.

And, just in case, none of this will work
unless you have LocoMail on your start-of-
day disc, in which case the top three lines
of your opening screen will include (second
line near the right-hand edge) F=Fill and
M=Merge. These are the startup codes for
LocoMail actions.

As a test-run I used 31/3 for the date,
1234 for the previous meter reading, 1567
for the present meter reading, and 1 day for
the standing charge period, and the follow-
ing results appeared.

If you do this test-run it will assure you
everything is correct, then you can try some-
thing more convincing by entering details
from an old bill.

T |MWTody e
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PCW Day

HE PCW is famed for the interac

tion between users, with numerous
clubs dotted around the world. Now, for
the first time, there is to be a national day,
devoted entirely to the PCW - and you’re
invited.

This will probably be the greatest gath-
ering of PCW expertise since Alan Sugar
first dreamed of building a word processor
every family could afford. Whatever your
problem - technical, software, artistic - there
will be someone able to advise and help.

WHO’LL BE THERE?

Adrian Braddy, editor of PCWToday,
and well known for his contacts with the
great and famous in the PCW world now
wants to meet you, his readers, to hear your
views on all aspects of the current PCW
scene.

Brian Watson is coming to Crawley in
preference to a trip to India! So make his
visit worth while by picking his brains on
Protext and the late, but great, 8Bit.

Ian Studley will be in Room C with
some practical low cost suggestions help-
ing you to keep your PCW in working or-
der. There will be various PCW bits in bits.
This 1s your chance to poke about without
damaging your own! Provided you have or-
dered and paid in advance you will be able
to collect a re-belted, tested and cleaned
PCW or printer.

WRITING FOR PUBLICATION

Many of us buy PCWs for word pro-
cessing and subsequently go on to write ar-
ticles and fiction. John Craggs, formerly a
regular contributor to PCW Plus, and now
occasional PCW Today columnist, believes
that writers should be paid for their work
and has produced ‘Writer’s Desk’ for all
PCWs. He looks forward to meeting you.

CREATING A CLUB MAGAZINE

The British Amstrad PCW Club, pro-
ducers of the excellent quarterly The Disc
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Drive, will be on hand to advise how to
tackle this important tool in communicat-
ing with club members. The editor, Mike
Elliston, wants to hear your views on what
aspects of the PCW you would like covered
in future issues.

LOCOSCRIPT 4

Dorothy Featherstone will be demon-
strating the latest refinements in LocoScript.
Dorothy 1s an experienced tutor, running a
regular adult workshop in Bromley. Copies
of her latest book A basic tutorial in Loco-
Script 4 with assignments and lots of things
ta do” will be on sale. Unfortunately Dor-
othy has to leave at 2 p.m., so get there early.

MICRODESIGN IN ACTION

The MicroDesign International User
Group team from the Isle of Wight, led by
Doug Cox, will be demonstrating all aspects
of the DTP program.

ROLLING DISPLAY

The Crawley PCW Club will have a
splendid rolling display throughout the day
highlighting personalities and events in ad-
dition to details of the club’s programme and
membership information.

THE PcW 16

All the programs currently available
should be up and running, and John Elliott
will be demonstrating links between the 16,
other PCWs and PCs. He may well be show-
ing-off his new version of CP/M on the 16.
He may also be demonstrating MicroDesign
3 working on a PC, with his famous Joyce
emulator. As John is constantly working on
new ideas, as well as perfecting earlier ones,
itis difficult to be precise about exactly what
will be happening in Hall D.

BRING FORMATTED DISCS

Make sure you have a supply of these
essential items. The British PCW Club will
be offering free copies of any item from their
extensive collection of PD programs.

Come to Crawley

Esther Welch, organiser of the Crawley PCW Day, previews this year's biggest event

MDIUG is offering free copies of clip art
discs.

Commercial firms supporting the PCW
have been invited to demonstrate and sell
their products but answers are still awaited
as we go to press. Who knows what good-
ies they will offer on the day?

ADMISSION

Because of a need to control the num-
bers (health and safety etc.) admission will
be by prepaid ticket only, £5 from John
Moon, 25 Crawford Gardens, Horsham
RH13 5AZ, after Easter. Make your cheque
payable to ‘Crawley PCW Club’ and en-
close an A5 stamped addressed envelope.

THE VENUE

The Christ Church at Three Bridges,
Crawley, a modemn well equipped building.
The whole complex has been booked (ex-
cept the actual church). Light refreshments
will be available in Hall A throughout the
day. You are welcome to bring your own
packed lunch, but for those requiring more
robust fare the nearby “Snooty Fox’ offers a
wide menu.

GETTING THERE

By car leave the M23 at Junction 10,
head for Crawley, at the first roundabout turn
left and follow the signs to Three Bridges
station. Parking at the station is “free” on
Saturdays. Or let the train take the strain.
There are frequent trains from Victoria or
Brighton with good connections to other
lines. The ThamesLink service from Bedford
crosses London without any need to change.

On the day parking at the church will
be restricted to “workers” and stall holders.
The hall is wheelchair accessible with a dis-
abled person’s toilet. Wheelchair users may
bring an attendant free of charge. The dis-
abled will be able to park adjacent to the
hall but must reserve a place in advance.

I hope that you will be able to come,
and I look forward to seeing you in May.



Live in Hull East Yorks or North Lincs?

Gol an Amstrad probem?
S, o ANLABY COMPUTER SERVICES

& Q \
FL & may be your local answer
0 i ’ y
ed S - Disk Drive Bells renewed
SN @

FaE - Disk Conversion fo PC
& - PCs built to YOUR specification

Trevor Laycock - 7 North Street - Anlaby - HULL HU10 7DD

Tel: 01482 650648 Fax: 01482 653438

E-mail: hcp@acs.karoo.co.uk

The Great British Word Processor

Protext in its CP/M version is the fastest and most complete
word processor on the Amstrad PCW. On one disc, the program
features include:

@® Logical Keystrokes ® “Plain English” commands @A free tutor fileon disc @ Fast text handling

@® Network, hard disc, MicroDesign and LocoScript compatability

@® Mail-merging and spell-checking included at no extra cost

@ Free printer support for virtually any printer. You can use your printer’s built-in fonts or colour capability without any
additional expense

@ Free user support is included in the purchase price, and the Protext helpline operates (at normal ‘phone rates during
evenings and weekends

@ Protext handles printing in columns with ease @ Simply configured for more advanced purposes

@ Protext can easily produce ASCII files to let you transfer between computers, either by software or for e-mail purposes

@ The Free Protext User’s Club is available to all Protext users for the open exchange of tips, templates and information

Protext v2.23 has had 12 years of continuous development. Despite being highly developed, above all, it is very fast and the user
friendly ‘look and feel” of the program has been maintained throughout its development. Because of Protext’s wide range of useful
features, it is impossible to cover everything here, but further information is available if you send an A4 SAE to Brian Watson at
Protext Software, Harrowden, 39 High Street, Sutton-in-the-Isle, ELY, Cambridgeshire CB6 2RA. Alternatively, you can phone
01353 777006 (from 7-9pm weekdays, or any time at weekends)

CP/M Protext, the one-disc word processing solution, costs just £25. It is available from the above address or from ComSoft, 10
McIntosh Court, Wellpark, Glasgow G31 2HW. Orders may be placed by phone on 0141 5544735, qoting your credit card details.
Please state the computer model and your drive A: size when ordering,




Cover Feature

FTER years of rumour and specu
ation, the much wished-for CP/M
clone for the 16 has finally arrived.

Although it has not been released yet,
PCW Today, took an exclusive peek at pre-
release ver-
sion 0.09. As
we go to
press, beta
testers are
checking out
version 0.99,
which means
that the fin-
1shed prod-
uct is immi-
nent. In fact,
by the time you read this, it may even have
been launched already.

We held our deadline back for as long
as possible, but sadly the software was not
ready when we went to press.

The CP/M clone, as it is now being
widely dubbed, 1s officially called CP/M 3.1
for the PcW 16.

It will be
available free
of charge
over the In-
ternet, but
downloading
it 1s tricky,
and you’ll
need a PC, so
most people
will probably
choose to pay for their copy, and get it from
suppliers such as SD MicroSystems.

Whichever option you take, you’ll end
up with two discs. The first is called the
“Loader”, and the second is “Start up”.

To run the software 1s easy. Place the
loader disc in your drive and select “Run
external program” from the Tasks menu.
Click on “disc”, and you should see the
name of the CP/M program appear at the

22[PCWTody ® Feb-Apr1999]

top of the box. Select that and within a
couple of seconds, you will be prompted to
insert disc two - your start up disc.

This disc contains all the CP/M data,
so it takes a little longer to load. The screen
will go black, and some text
scrolls down the screen.

Finally you will be faced
with the famous A> prompt that
all classic PCW users know so
well. Next to it is a flashing
square Cursor.

From here
you can load nu-
merous pieces of
classic PCW software, al-
though much of it will need
to be tweaked, fine tuned, or
converted.
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BASIC, seems to be an
exception, and all those bud-
ding programmers will soon
be able to write great new 16 software us-
ing Mallard, which is available from Loco-

Script or SD MicroSystems.

We messed around and got
that old classic game Quatris,
from our first cover disc, to
work fine. Because the proces-
sor is faster, so was the game,
but not too fast.
We managed a
pretty mean
score.

Some other programs we
tried crashed the computer,
others resulted in bizarre text
error messages. It is clear that
this is far from being a pre-
fect copy of the original CP/
M. The differences between
the PCWs are just too great.

SELECL a |

As arule, programs with anything more
than basic graphics will crash. This is be-
cause the PcW 16 screen 1s completely dif-
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CP/M for the 16

At long last the PcW 16 will run classic PCW programs. Here’s our exclusive preview

ferent to the classic PCW screen, with its
antiquated 90 column display.

Who knows, John Elliott may yet find
out a way to get over this fairly huge hurdle,
but for now, we’ve still got plenty of pro-
grams that work fine.

SD MicroSystems has launched an in-
credible 16 titles to work with the new ver-
sion of CP/M. We tried out Super Labeller,
which will allow you to actually print graph-
ics in colour on an Epson, Canon, or dot
matrix printer.
Sadly if you've
got a Hewlett
Packard, your
printer is not
supported.

X o
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The pro-
gram works ex-
actly as it does
on the classic
series, although
you can tell that
some reprogramming has been done, be-
cause keys, unique to the 16 have replaced
those unique to the classics. Everything is a
lot slicker, because the machine is running
at 16 and not 4 MHz.
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We also had a look at the company’s
budget games selection, which includes a
wide variety of simple amusements. The
graphics aren’t
up to much, but
you’ll find that
with classics
such as space
invaders, ten-
nis, draughts
and pac-man, it
doesn’t really
matter - they’re
still as addictive
as ever.

CP/M software operating under this
clone will never be as pretty, or as easy to
use as software written specifically for the
16. But to be honest, at this stage, who re-



ally cares? We now have 16 commercial
packages available, and many more are sure
to follow. And who knows what improve-
ments John Elliott will make in the future.

The version we looked at was under-
standably bugged. You sometimes have to
press [RETURN] more than once, or retype
a filename, as the program doesn’t always
recognise them first time. This may already
have been sorted out, and if it hasn’t, I as-
sume it will be before long.

Strangely, although CP/M seems to
work outside of the Rosanne operating sys-
tem, every now and then, error messages
spring up in the familiar 16 dialogue boxes.

—
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However, for the rest of the time, what’s on
screen looks more like a classic PCW dis-
play than the modern 16 desktop.

The mono white text on black back-
ground is the same, although it is much
sharper and clearer than before. Most of the
CP/M add-ons are missing, as they are copy-
right, so this clone has the feel of a slim,
trimmed down version of the classic.

You can crash CP/M, if you try and run
something it can’t cope with, but satisfy-
ingly, a CP/M crash doesn’t seem to injure
the 16 as much as a Rosanne crash would.
We’ve not yet had to reload the operating
system after a CP/M error.

And if you stick to using software that
has been checked on a 16 - such as the SD
MicroSystems range - as far as we can
gather, the software will NEVER crash.

The CP/M clone was everything we ex-
pected, and it is a quite remarkable achieve-
ment. People used to the friendly easy to use
built-in software, may find CP/M a bit of a
culture shock, but it’s really not that diffi-
cult.

This step back in time, is in reality a
step forward into the future for the 16. It
should re-ignite the market, and will cer-
tainly bring the 16 closer to the rest of the
PCW family. Three cheers for John Elliott!

The beginners guide to CP/M

HEN the PCW was first launched

back in 1985, it was bundled with
LocoScript, CP/M and Mallard BASIC.
Now for the fiist time, the last two of
these are available for the PcW 16 too.

CP/M 1s an operating system. It is a bit
like DOS on the PC, which you may have
heard of. The PcW 16 already has an oper-
ating system, called Rosanne. An operat-
ing system acts as an interface, allowing you
to load other programs and perform house-
keeping tasks.

Programs can be written specially for
the Rosanne operating system, and some
already have been. But as it is a new and
relatively obscure program, there is little

knowledge of it, and few programmers see
it as commercially worth their while to write
software for it.

However CP/M is established, and there
1s already a lot of software available for it.
Much of the classic PCW software will
work on the PcW 16 version of CP/M, with
only minor changes needed. This means that
companies are far keener to support it.

Unlike the Rosanne operating system,
which has been designed to look good, CP/
M is text based, and the mouse cannot be
used.

A directory or list of all the files on a
CP/M disc can be listed by typing DIR and

[ENTER]. You load a CP/M program by
typing its name, and then pressing [RE-

TURN].

Some programs however, need BASIC
to be loaded before they will run. Place the
disc which contains the BASIC program in
the drive and type BASIC, [ENTER]. Once
ithas loaded, type RUN “FILENAME” and
then press [ENTER]. Type the name of the
file within the quote marks.

To retun to CP/M from BASIC, type
SYSTEM then press [RETURN].

To leave CP/M and return to the
Rosanne desktop, type DESK [RETURN].

Or you can switch off as normal.

PCW Today is now on the Net! Why not join tl!e 6,500+ people who have already visited our site at:
http://members fripod.com/~pcwioday

WRITER’S DESK

Introductory offer £5.75 inc.
PCW Today gave it “five out of five™

A no-frills, no-nonsense disk, stuffed with
tutorials, advice, and useful templates for
PCW users. Based on my regular class
‘Profit from Your Per’. Abailable in Loco3
format or ASCII files on 3” or 3.5” discs
(3” - send 2 blank discs with order).
Coming soon: A fully compatible ‘hassle-
free’ PcW 16 version.

John Craggs

Also Available

e Strictly limited numbers of postal writing
students

@ Writing workshops/talks

@ Talks on ‘Life as a Writer - How to succeed
as a failure’

@ Classes in/talks about theatrical violence

e The probably unique ‘Writers Weapons’

® Workshop, and ‘How Do They Do That?’, a
look at theatrical combat.

Formerly of John’s Joffings
in PCW Plus

Tel: 01703 364821
E-mail: jcraggs@hotmail.com

60 Belmont Road, Chandler’s Ford
Eastleigh, HANTS, SO53 3FJ.

—
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Letters

Letters

Mail: 150 Oxford Road, Middlesbrough TS5 5EL
E-Mail: pcwtoday@postmaster.co.uk 3

3*STAR LETTER

I DO not think that I am the oldest sub-
scriber, but at 88 must be somewhere
near the top!

1 did not start with word processing until
I was already 80, purchasing an Amstrad
8256, which I have progressively upgraded,
adding an extra 256k RAM intemally, and
another 256k externally.

I have worked my way up from Loco-
Script 1 via 2 and 3 to v4.10, plus LocoFile,
Mail, Spell and lots of fonts, fitting a Sili-
con City 3.5” drive and finally adding a
Cirtech Gem 40 Hard Drive. Somewhere in
between I changed from the basic printer, a

most ingenious piece of engineering, to an
Epson LQ-100.

Although I had not previously had a
computer, I had been very much involved
at the beginning of the war with the design
and actual building of the famous BOMBE
machines which showed the most likely
drum settings of the ENIGMA cipher and
decipher machines at Bletchley Park.

At the time I was Chief Production En-
ginéer at the British Tabulating Machine
Company at Letchworth - makers of Hol-
lerith punched card accounting machines -
the most advanced system back then.

A team of senior engineers was selected,
sworn to secrecy and set to work, success-

fully producing an early Mark I machine,
which was later much upgraded.

Although I was not involved, the work
being done by the GPO Telephone Research
Laboratory led to the first electronic com-
puter in the world. Our machines were ac-
tually computers, but not electronic with
valves, but electro-mechanical with relays.
What a long time ago it seems now.

G.R. Blakely, North Ferriby

PCW Today: What a pleasure to hear from
someone involved in computers at the very
beginning. I wonder if you ever imagined
that they would grow to be as powerful as
they are today.

Oh, De-bugger!

I DON’T know whether anyone is still
involved, or even interested in de-bugging
the 16, but if they are, I have seven pages
of detailed notes relating to the five
crashes and 23 lock-ups I have experi-
enced on my two 16s in just six months -
an average of one “cursing incident” ev-
ery six days.

The first machine was new, the second
came from Mastercare, which I later found
to be “Reconditioned/Tested OK”. IT
WASN’T! - it was worse than the first.

I am now on my third *16 (another new
one) which so far - fingers crossed - has
performed perfectly for 12 days!

If anyone is interested, just ring me on
01704 225796 for a free copy.
Don Moody, Southport

PCW Today: There are still serious prob-
lems with Rosanne, yet Amstrad say it is
“stable” - judging by letters like yours, it
is far from stable!
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PcW 16 Plea

COULD I make a plea for lots more ar-
ticles, or brief tips, about the PcW 16,
which I am sure many people like my-
self would find priceless.

For example, I struggled and got really
frustrated when the spreadsheet would not
add up at all, or gave wrong answers. All
because the manual said, and showed, a £
sign in a numerical cell is quite acceptable.

There is a lot of misleading information
in the manual - let’s face it - it’s very badly
written. Everyone buying this really excel-
lent PcW can look forward to a lot of frus-
tration (unless they happen to be well-versed
in these matters, and even then they would
have to do a lot of experimenting).

Your article in issue 11 - *16 Hot Keys -
seems to me to be just what is needed. Let’s
have more!

No one would no from the manual there
are 26 pages of Questions & Answers on
the Rescue Disc and would be overjoyed -

as [ was - to discover them, and be told how
to access them.

So here’s to an on-going education of
the likes of your contributor in issue 11, and
myself (who always added: “And I would
not know what to use a computer for if you
gave me one”).

And there is a vast number of similar
folk beginning to realise that typewriters are
getting archaic now that a PcW 16 can be
had for a good deal less than an average
typewriter.

I have a lot to learn yet; don’t under-
stand what CP/M is or does yet!
D.S. Cooper, Altringham

PCW Today: Our coverage of the 16 will
increase, as the user-base grows, so watch
this space. We have plenty of ideas to ex-
pand coverage of the entire range. Inciden-
tally, we are always on the look-out for ar-
ticles about the PcW 16!

As for CP/M, read our cover feature
on page 22.



Guide at your Side

MAY I say how relieved I was to discover
your magazine a year or so ago, having
been an avid reader of PCW Plus, 8000
Plus, Amstrad PCW and LocoScript
User magazines over the last decade.

I would not be without a dedicated
magazine to update me on the latest devel-
opments in 8 bit hard/software, and to bring
me the latest tips and news on the PCW
front.

I have been a PCW addict for many
years now, and despite having a PC with
Windows 3.1, I much prefer to use the
Amstrad PCW 8512, for all my correspon-
dence, accounts, databases and route-plan-
ing. I have been lucky enough to have been
given plenty of redundant PCW equipment
by other users who have moved to PCs. They
have perhaps later regretted it when their
machines have crashed or they have found

Letters
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themselves spending vast sums to keep up
with the latest technology.

To my mind, one of the great advantages
of the PCW is its simplicity and reliability,
one can type one’s correspondence with ease
and considerable style using LocoScript 4,
without having to send time playing with
an awkward mouse to make adjustments
and carry out simple functions as in Win-
dows.

I also find it a great relief to be able to
see all my files in the Disc Management
screen and know they have not disappeared,
or been incorrectly filed.

I also find that simple accounts can be
done very professionally with the PCW and
as treasurer of various funds over a number
of years, I would be lost without my ac-
counts packages. It is invaluable for dem-
onstrating to my wife the state of our funds,
and if one is dealing with the tax man, one

can print out separate returns showing in-
dividual income and expenditure for both
myself and my wife from our joint personal
accounts file.

Lastly, some of the older readers may
remember the excellent wall charts entitled
“The Guide At Your Side”, which were so
useful for working out the LocoScript func-
tions associated with the various screens.

The last edition that I have got of these
guides is the LocoScript 2 edition published
by 8000 Plus many years ago now, it also
had five different keyboard set-ups with lost
of different symbols on them for use with
different languages etc. So what about it
PCW Today, let’s have a “Guide At Your
Side” fold out for LocoScript 4.

R.A.H. Hoghton, Blandford

PCW Today: We 'l give it some thought - a
quick reference guide for LocoScript 4 is a
very good idea.

Magic Memories

I THINK PCW Today is a project to be
admired. Myself and plenty of others
wish you all a successful and eventful
1999, and in many years to come.

I am loyal to the original LocoScript
series, so please don’t waste space on alter-
native subjects like Protext or PCs.

We think of such subjects as blasphe-
mous. Space could be better used!

As to who owns Amstrad’s PCW busi-
ness and what is being done with it? I should
love to know.

I am 82 in May and bought my first com-
puter on impulse, from an agent in Chorley,
complete with monitor, daisy wheel printer
and keyboard for under £600. That was in
1989 when I was 71.

Why? I felt out of it when a few mem-
bers of the sailing club kept on and on about
their Sinclair Z80s.

I knew nothing about computers. After
talking to the sales person at the computer
shop I felt I would be “one up” with my
new Amstrad!

I had already initiated a club magazine
some years previously, which I produced

quarterly, hand written, my wife bashing it
out on her manual typewriter. So the Am-
strad took over.

I purchased an Amstrad LQ2000 DM
printer and a desktop publishing program
called PrintMaster, so the Z80s were suit-
ably mollified! I now keep the membership
records on LocoFile and LocoMail.

I remember asking in a big store’s com-
puter department if my Amstrad could be
used as a calculator.

Also, we don’t think so they said, and 1
was taken to the electronic hand-held cal-
culator department.

I didn’t fall for that and later found a
good calculator program in “Hints & Tips™.

I did make several contributions to PCW
Plus and other PCW magazines, and actu-
ally was awarded a drinking mug for one
item.

However, enough of reminiscence, it’s
all history now.
Vincent S Evans, Parbold

PCW Today: If you 've got any PCW remi-
niscences, we'd love to hear them. Send

them in to the usual address.

We might even manage adrinking mug!

Sad News

RECENTLY I was looking for a means
to place my Family History writings into
a suitable program that would enable me
to print out various charts of family re-
lationships.

So I turned to issue 11 of PCW Today,
and found on page 41 an advertisement for
RootsPCW93. I rang the telephone number
concerned, and a woman answered. She told
me that the man who had provided this pro-
gram had died recently and so there would
be no further provision or support for it.

I think that your readers need to be
alerted to this sad situation. How precari-
ous programs are which depend wholly on
the inventiveness and interest of their cre-
ators! The producer of GenTree I1 seems also
to have given up responsibility, but no doubt
because it has been available for a long time,
LocoScript Software are now selling it them-
selves. Oddly they call it a ‘new, more pow-
erful program’.

Rev David. F. Hinson, Harlington

PCW Today: Thanks for that David. It is,
unfortunately one of the features of PCW
software that it is usually written and mar-
keted by one single person. It does leave
the market in a fragile state. You can read
about the sad death of Wilf Ford elsewhere
in the magazine.
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MicroDesign

ELIEVE it or not, MicroDesign can

be used to play a very good game of
chess. Follow the guidelines below, and
you could be the next grand master!

If you subscribe to PCW Today Cover
Discs, then all the hard work has been done
for you. Read the instructions given below,
then load PLAYGAME.CUT and have ago.
Other MD3 files will hopefully explain
things should you become stumped.

Creating the chess board:

Set the MicroDesign Graphics screen to
1:1 view-scale, press the [R] key to put the
frame of a rectangular shape on the screen.
Use the spacebar and cursor keys to alter
the shape until the readout shown lower
right of screen reads W: 5.5 H: 6.0. This
should give the shape a square-like appear-
ance. Press [ENTER] to set the square.

Press the [UNIT] key to reveal the block
operation menu (BLOCK. OPS) on the ex-
tra keys panel shown on the right of the
screen. If the cursor keys haven’t been
touched since setting the square, the block
operation frame should still be W: 5.5 H:
6.0 and exactly match the square. Press [1]
to store the square under the number one
key. The store operation can only be carried
out in 1:1 view-scale.

Press | 1] to recall the stored square, and
then press the right cursor key (the cursor is
in the centre of the square), to move a copy
of the first square towards the right. Join
the second square to the first square and
press [ENTER] to set it. You must ensure
that the three vertical lines of the two joined
squares are of equal thickness. If the middle
line doesn’t look right, press the [WORD]
key to undo the last operation. Use the cur-
sor keys to nudge the second square until
all three vertical lines are equal. Then press
[ENTER] to re-set the second square. You
now have a horizontal row of two squares.

Press [1] again, and then press the right
cursor key as before, to move square num-
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Check mate

Rod Shinkfield presents this unique guide to playing chess with MicroDesign 3

ber three towards the right. Again, you must
ensure that all vertical lines are of equal
thickness before moving on. A line that
looks bold compared to the others is not in
the exact position, and will need undoing
by pressing the [WORD] key and nudging
it with the cursor keys before pressing [EN-
TER] to set the latest square. It is important
that all vertical lines are of equal thickness.
You can use ZOOM to check that this is so,
but, remember, once you use ZOOM you
cannot later use [WORD)] to undo the last
block operation.

Add a forth square to the row, then
stretch the block operations frame to match
exactly the outline of the four squares and
store them under the [1] key. Press [1] and
use the right cursor key to move a copy to-
wards the right, which will then leave you
with a horizontal row of eight squares. Copy
all eight squares and store them under the
[1] key.

Press [1] and, this time, move a copy of
the horizontal row of eight squares upwards.
You must now ensure that the second row
of eight squares join the first row exactly,
and that the joining line between the first
and second horizontal rows is equal in thick-
ness to the other horizontal lines.

Copy the two rows by storing them us-
ing the [1] key, and move a copy of the two
rows upwards until you have a block of eight
squares horizontally and four rows verti-
cally, giving you a total of 32 squares. In
other words, you should now have half a
blank chess board on the screen. Before you
go any further, it is best to now shade in
alternate squares and make your half board
look more chess board-like.

Put the cursor in the first square in the
bottom left-hand comer of your half board.
Press [RELAY] to reveal the choice of
shades. Chose a very fine grey shade which
doesn’t show the pixels and the spaces be-
tween the pixels too clearly. With the shade
chosen, press the [F] key and [ENTER] to
flood the first square. Don’t flood with black

or you won'’t be able to see the black chess
pieces later! The left-hand corner square on
a chess board should always be shaded (usu-
ally black on a real chess board). Move the
cursor towards the right to the next but one
square and flood this square also. Keep al-
ternately flooding squares until you have a
checked patterned half chess board.

Now copy the half board and store it
under [1], a store operation you have now
done several times. Move a copy upwards
and join both halves together (ensure the
join is equal in thickness). You should now
have a full chess board of 64 alternately
shaded squares. Now save the chess board
as BOARD.CUT (and back it up on another
disc for safety).

Save ar empty chess board for setting
up chess problems, when only a few chess
pieces are needed on the board.

Creating the chess pieces:

You must now create the chess pieces
by using Microdesign shapes, line and flood
operations. The base of the Pawn was made
from a small oval cut in half horizontally
and a base line drawn in. Other small oval
shapes formed the body and head of the
Pawn. Then a finished White Pawn, which
was made small enough to fit inside a chess
board square, was saved as W-PAWN.CUT.
A copy of the White Pawn was then flooded
in black and the black pawn was saved as
B-PAWN.CUT.

The other pieces: King, Queen, Bishop,
Knight and Rook, were also created in a
similar fashion to the Pawn. Each piece was
first saved as W-KING.CUT, W-
QUEEN.CUT, etc. and another copy was
then flooded in black and saved as B-
KING.CUT, B-QUEEN.CUT, and so on.
Only one un-flooded example of each piece
need be made, but both a black and white
version must be saved as separate cut files.

On a copy of BOARD.CUT, set Opaque



on the Extra Keys menu, and then put the
pieces onto their normal starting positions
by loading the cut files. For instance, the B-
PAWN.CUT will need loading on to the
chess board eight times - there being eight
Black Pawns in a chess set. The White King,
on the other hand, 1s only loaded once.

You will have no problem with the white
squares, but loading onto a shaded square
will also tumn the shaded square white. In
which case, flood the space around the chess
piece and so re-shade the square. If you can’t
flood the square in one operation, then re-
duce the size of the cut file slightly until you
can.

Soload a chess piece file once and flood
the square. If it doesn’t flood in one opera-
tion, slightly reduce the size of the piece and
try flooding again. If the square floods in
one operation this time, re-save the piece’s
cut file and use this file for future loading
of the chess piece.

Also, if you have selected Transparent
instead of Opaque, the square will turn black
instead of being shaded. So for best results
select Opaque. Once every piece 1s 1n posi-
tion, save the board as PLAYGAME.CUT.

Play a game:

First boot into MicroDesign and load
PLAYGAME.CUT on the Graphics 1:1
view-scale. Press [RELAY] and select the
same shade used in originally shading the
chess board squares, for you will need to
re-flood squares as the game is played. Also,
select Opaque in the Extra Keys Flood
menu, and, finally, press the [UNIT] key for
the Block Operation menu. Use the spacebar
and cursor keys to re-size the block opera-
tion frame to W: 5.0 H: 5.6, which should
give a snug fit inside a chess board square,
which 1s W: 5.5 H: 6.0. These measure-
ments, which are millimetres, should ensure
the contents of a square will be neatly erased
without touching the lines forming the
square. If this is not so, on your set up you
will have to make adjustments to create a
snug fit on your chess board.

Example moves:

* To move a Knight on a white square
to a black square: In the example of a
Knight’s move shown in MOVE-KT1.CUT,
blocks 1, 2 and 3. On square “a” there is a
White Knight which we want to move to

MicroDesign

square “b”. Use the Block operation frame,
which should have been set to fit inside a
square before a game is started. Copy the
White Knight in square “a”, and load a copy
of the White Knight into square “b” and
press [ENTER], which will turn the square
to white. Move the cursor slightly outside
the White Knight, but stay inside the square,
and then flood the square. This will leave
the White Knight standing on a shaded
square.

To move a Knight on a black square to
a white square: In MOVE-KT2.CUT, blocks
1, 2 and 3, the White Knight standing on a
shaded square “a” needs to move to the
white square “b”. If we simply copy square
“a” and load it into square “b”, we will also
load the shaded background. In this case,
we load W-KNIGHT.CUT from the disc into
square “b”, and then use erase to clear out
square “a” and re-flood it to leave an empty
shaded square.

Pawn moved forward: In MOVE-
P.CUT, blocks 1, 2 and 3, the QBP (Queen
Bishop’s Pawn) is moved two squares for-
ward, to QB4. In this example, because it’s
amove from a white square to another white
square, it 1s a simple copy and load opera-
tion.

In the case of the QP (Queen’s Pawn),
the QP is moved forward one square and
from a shaded square to a white square. As
in the Knight move from a shaded square to
a white square, you’ll load W-PAWN.CUT
into Q3 first, then erase the contents of Q2,
before re-flooding the emptied square.

If you erase a chess piece and re-shade
the square first, it could be difficult to re-
member what chess piece you need to re-
load. So load a piece into the new square
first, before erasing the piece from the old
square.

Chess Notation:

King K stands on rank 1
Queen Q ditto
Rook R ditto
Bishop B ditto
Knight Kt ditto
PawnP stands on rank 2

Rows running across the board from left
to right are known as ranks. The columns
running up and down the board are known
as files. A chess board is formed from 8 x 8

squares (64 squares), alternating white and
shaded (usually black) squares. The square
in the left-hand comer is always a black
square. The Queen stands on her own colour
(ie the white Queen stands on a white
square).

Pieces to the right of the King are called:
King Bishop KB

King Knight KKt

KingRook KR

Pieces to the left of the Queen are called:
Queen Bishop QB

Queen Knight QKt

Queen Rook QR

Pawns (beginning from the left):

Queen Rook Pawn QRP
Queen Knight Pawn  QKtP
Queen Bishop Pawn  QBP
Queen Pawn QP
King Pawn KP
King Bishop Pawn KBP
King Knight Pawn KKtP
King Rook Pawn KRP
Check ch
Capture X

en passant e.p.

Castling on the King-side is O-O
Castling on the Queen-side is O-O-O

Excess description is always avoided.
If one piece could only have captured one
specified Pawn, the Knight (Kt) capture the
King Pawn (KP), for example, Black need
not specify which Knight should capture the
King Pawn if only his KKt could have done
so, therefore, 4 ... KtxKP6 (eg Knight takes
King Pawn that stands on the sixth square
of the King file. Remember White’s ranks
are counted 1-8 forward toward Black, and
Black’s ranks are counted in reverse, 1-8
forward toward White.

The move actually made when it is writ-
ten down is shown in bold. The move that
might have been made is shown in light
type-face.

Comment Code:

! Brilliant move.

I Exceptionary fine move.
? Mistake.

7 Blunder.

12 Clever but risky.

N Definitely unsound a!?.
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PCW World

pcW

With Stephen Denson - the man who .

HERE is no other industry like

computing. Consider that you could
buy an Amstrad PCW complete with
printer for around £500 in the 1980s and
it was rightly regarded as a great
bargain.

Today’s Pentium PCs now start at
around the same price and, let’s be honest,
you would be buying a much more powerful
computer although whether it is any more
useful to most people is another question
altogether.

On the surface this looks a fantastic deal,
especially if you compare computers to other
consumer items. For example you would pay
a vast amount more for a new car today than
you did ten years ago, albeit with techno-
logical advances built-in. So PCs look re-
markable value don’t they?

However, there is a down side to this
both for the buyer and seller. Profit margins
on hardware have always been relatively low
on average little more than 10%. Thus a
trader selling a PC system at say £600 would
receive around 40% less commission on the
deal than he did a year ago when a similar
computer sold for £1000.

Tough you might say, but remember that
this chap has to pay rent, rates plus other
overheads, as well as trying to make a liv-
ing. He’s also doing no less work in prepar-
ing the system for sale but he now has to
attempt to sell two systems to make around
the same money he made on one last year.

Here I am really talking about the inde-
pendent specialist computer store of the sort
you used to find in most towns and not the
high street ‘box shifters’. These were usu-
ally run by self-employed technicians, who
could be relied upon to give excellent sup-
port to their customers, and didn’t just give
out a premium rate hotline number when-
ever a problem arose.

I use the past tense because, sadly, most
of these independents have been run out of
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town, priced out of the market by the big
boys or falling prices. A friend of mine ran
such a store in the late 80s but closed down
because in the end he couldn’t make it pay
despite his vast knowledge. He also became
fed-up with people who sought his advice
and then took their custom to the chain
stores to save a few pounds. I wonder where
such people go for advice now?

Of course, you might conclude that the
customer 1s still the winner but is that re-
ally the case? The nature of computing has
changed and if you buy a new PC today what
are the chances that you will still be using
it in five, ten or even fifteen years? Many
readers have been using their trusty PCWs
for a period between the latter time-span,
which is incredible really.

The trouble with modern PCs is that
they are not as physically durable and much
more prone to ageing than Amstrads. To stay
up to date, a PC owner has to invest in hard-
ware upgrades and software updates on a
regular basis. The simple fact is that every
PC on sale at Christmas 1997 was off the
price list a year later.

There was immense pressure to move
on from Windows 3.1 to 95 and then to 98
and soon the 2000 version will appear. Can
your hardware cope with the extra demands
on memory, speed and storage? If not, how
much must you spend to keep up? And then
there is the catch 22 situation. There is no
point in upgrading unless you then want to
run the latest software. Yet if you do up-
grade, the new programs will cost you a for-
tune.

The other point to remember is that PCs
just seem to wear out quicker. One small
illustration of this is the Windows 95 key-
board I bought about six months ago. It still
works OK but the legends are wearing off
the keys already. The vowels are disappear-
ing!

Conversely, none of my PCW keyboards
are showing the least bit of wear although

knows the PCW business inside out

most have been in use every day for up to
ten years or more. Likewise we have 100s
of CF2s (the Japanese originals not the Ital-
ian jobs), which are as reliable as ever. Not
so my Pentium’s hard disk which regularly
scrambles data and is by no means unusual
in this respect. Ask any PC user, especially
our esteemed editor!

Nor does the PCW user ever have to
worry about OS (operating system) up-
grades. CP/M was already well established
when the PCW was launched and apart from
one or two bug fixes has not changed one
1ota. Therefore we have a totally stable pro-
gram environment, if a little staid!

Most serious owners have of course
added extra RAM and perhaps a new printer
to make the most of LocoScript 4 or Micro
Design 3 but generally the PCW user has
never had to worry whether a new piece of
software will run on his/her machine. There
1s no constant pressure to upgrade unlike
the PC market. We sail in a calmer, less tidal
zone. A backwater if you like but quite a
contented one.

b S S

I recently acquired a PcW 16 and, as
someone who was initially critical of the
new machine and its lack of compatibility,
I have to say I like the little Amstrad. The
built-in desktop is attractive and easy to
navigate with the mouse or the coloured-
coded keys. The software may be a bit
bugged but it works well enough to perform
basic small/home office tasks. And now,
fantastically, a decent implementation of
CP/M is being developed by that wizard,
John Elliott, that will open the path to lots
of extra programs being available.

I’'m already working on the conversion
of software, both PD and commercial, of all
types, games, business, utilities and I reckon
the PcW 16 CAN now offer low-cost alter-
native computing for the millennium. At
around £100 it looks great value against the
current crop of iMacs and PCs.



Facts & Figures

The results of our reader survey provided a unique insight into the world of the PCW

Reader Survey

got a great response

from readers, after
printing the questionnaire in
the last issue. Almost 100
people returned the survey,
and after much number-
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word processor fares well,
with 7.6% of users using it
most.

More than half of all those
questioned (53.3%), has up-
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The most popular PCW 1is the 8512,
used by 24% of readers. Somewhat surpris-
ingly, the second most popular PCW is the
PcW 16, used by 19.8% of those surveyed.
That 1s closely followed by the aging 8256,
owned by 18.8%. The 10, trails in last, used
by just 3.1% of readers.

Unsurprisingly, the most common use

of the PCW is as a word processor (37.1%).
After that it seems that accounting and keep-
ing databases are equally popular, each with
17.8% of the vote.

LocoScript is easily the most popular
PCW software, with 27.6% of readers say-
ing they use it the most. CP/M is another
favourite, 15.6% voted for it. The PcW 16

The majority of readers (60.7%), do not
use another computer, but 23.8% also use a
PC, and 5% have an Amstrad NC100 as
well.

Most readers use their PCW regularly,
43.6% use it every couple of days, whilst
33.3% say they use it daily. Just 2.6% rarely
use their Amstrad.
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Rod on LocoScript

=

F you’ve been following my letter sav

ing LocoScript tutorials over the last
few issues of PCW Today,1 hope you have
found them useful (or useful in parts at
least).

It is now time to mention other mem-
bers of the LocoScript suite.

Apart from LocoScript 4 and LocoSpell,
you will find that adding LocoFile and
LocoMail to your LocoScript collection
gives you as complete a word processing
package most people are ever likely to need.

I want to show you how I’ve recently
added both LocoFile and LocoMail to my
letter writing and saving system.

In issue 7 of PCW Today, you will see
in the graphic on page 24, how the code,
filename and key contents of letters has been
placed in alphabetical order in a LocoScript
page document named as INDEX.PPP. One
such ‘INDEX.nnn’ document is placed in
each group of all 4 letter discs.

Taking the bottom letter shown in
graphic as an example, PCW is the 3 char-
acter code standing for PCW Today, PCW
Today 1s also the title, PCWAPR 12.96 is the
filename and includes the date when the
letter was written, and the key contents are
shown along the line running towards the

right.

To prepare the original INDEX.PPP for
importing into LocoFile, I first of all stripped
away unwanted detail, and used [COPY]
[COPY] to repeat the code and title, past-
ing them before each filename.

Each letter finally occupied a single line
on the page, see figure one. Each item
(sometimes known as a field) must be sepa-
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Keepi
the family

Rod Shinkfield wraps up the series by introducing other members of the Loco clan

rated by a punctuation character, but don’t
use a comma if an item of information con-
tains a comma, use a semicolon or a slash
instead.

I’'m using a comma as a separator, and
a return marker as the end of each record
marker.

LocoFile has to be told where to find
the end of a record. The document was saved
as PPP.DAT (DAT standing for DATA) and
put in drive M. INDEX.PPP was also put
in drive M.

The final file we need to create is the
Record pattermn. The Record pattern simply
tells LocoFile which items and in what or-
der to insert items taken from PPP.DAT into
the waiting and as yet empty LocoFile
INDEX PPP.

The Record pattern, saved as
RECORD .PAT, can either be a separate file
(as here), or the record pattern can be put
on a separate page (page 1) at the head of
PPP.DAT, the remaining data occupying
page 2 and onwards.

Where the record and the data is in the
same file, LocoFile will read the record pat-
tern first, then the following items, and will
then insert the items into their correct posi-
tions in the INDEX.PPP.

But we are using a separate
RECORD.PAT which also goes in drive M.
We now have 3 files, RECORD.PAT,
PPPDAT and INDEX.PPP, and are ready
to begin importing,.

To import into LocoFile, put the cursor
on INDEX.PPP in drive M, and press M
(for Merge). A merge menu will appear.
Next put the cursor on the Record pattern,

ng it in

and press [ENTER] twice. Finally, put the
cursor on PPPDAT and again press [EN-
TER] twice. LocoFile first reads
RECORD.PAT, then PPP.DAT and merges
the items into the records of INDEX.PPP.

Importing LocoScript data into LocoFile
1s now complete. Put a copy of ‘INDEX.PPP
nto group PPP of the appropriate letter disc,
disc 6:0 in my case, your disc numbering
may differ.

Notice an apostrophe has been put in
first to keep INDEX.PPP at the top of the
files stored in group PPP).

Remember to back up your work. The
above instructions are repeated until all let-
ter groups contain an INDEX nnn.

Once you have checked ecach
INDEX.nnn file and made certain all the
items are in their correct places, you can
erase the original and now redundant index
page documents from the letter groups.

To view the letters in INDEX PPP, first
put the cursor on INDEX.PPP and press f1
and then press [R] (for run LocoFile), press-
ing [ENTER] twice.

The INDEX.PPP file will open and
show a single record. Press [DOC] to view
the next record, or press [ALT] and [DOC]
to view the previous record.

You can move through the file in this
way and see the details of the letter index
file. Unfortunately, you can only view one
LocoFile record at a time - unless, that is,
you use LocoMail.

I hope you’ve enjoyed reading my se-
ries over the last two years, but that’s all for
now.
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Jargon Buster

: .
Babble bashing

T has been predicted that by the year

2000, worldwide revenues of the com-
puter industry will be second only to ag-
ricultural revenues.

Computers have become the heart of
modern life, but they can still baffle us - as
can the technological terminology (babble)
that accompanies them. Here are just a few
aspects of “Computer speak’, with a brief
explanation of what they mean:

CPU (Central Processing Unit), this is
the brains of the computer; 1t is here that all
the work 1s done. It consists of an ‘Arith-
metic and Logic Unit” (ALU) which does
all the mathematical procedures involved in
translating the data we give it through in-
put devices like the keyboard.

The CPU of a small computer, such as
the PCW, is usually called a microproces-
sor. this 1s built onto a single piece of sili-
con or ‘chip’, which is usually about 0.5cm
along one side and 0.05¢m thick. A single
chip could contain between 1,000 and sev-
eral hundred thousand elements.

MODEM (A contraction of its basic
functions, MOdulation and DEModulation).
Communication has always been an impor-
tant factor in the development of civiliza-
tion. One such method of communication
that has become important for many people
1s the modem. As modems usually commu-
nicate along a telephone line, the signal from
the sending computer needs to be changed
first.

Let’s say you have a modem attached to
your PCW, and you want to send an e-mail
to PCW Today. Your modem will convert
the digital signals from your PCW into ana-
logue signals which can be transmitted
through your telephone line. This is called
modulation.

When your e-mail has been received via
your ‘server’, by a modem here at PCW To-
day, 1t 1s then demodulated and converted
back to a digital signal so that your e-mail
can be read on screen or printed out.
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ASCII (American Standard Code for
Information Interchange). Thank goodness
it’s been shortened! We often talk about turn-
ing a LocoScript document into an ASCII
file to transfer it for use in a CP/M program.

It is, of course, a coding scheme that
assigns numeric values to letters, numbers,
punctuation marks and certain other char-
acters. By standardizing the values for these
characters, ASCII enables computers and
computer programs to exchange informa-
tion.

There are two sets of ASCII codes, Stan-
dard and Extended. The standard set con-
tains 128 character codes from 0-127. The
first 32 values are assigned to communica-
tion and printer codes (like non-printing
characters such as carriage return and tab).
The remaining 96 codes are assigned to
upper and lower case letters, numbers 0-9
and common punctuation marks.

The extended ASCII set (128-255), are
not as interchangeable among different pro-
grams and computers as the standard set are,
as each computer and software manufacturer
uses a similar but different group of charac-
ters.

GUI (Graphical User Interface). This is
atype of display format that enables the user
to choose commands, start programs, start
programs, and see lists of files, as well as
other options, by pointing to pictorial sym-
bols on your screen (icons). It also allows
you to see menu items.

Your choices can be activated either with
a keyboard stroke, or the pointer of your
mouse. One excellent example of a GUI
program is The Network, available from
Creative Technology for all PCWs except
the 16. This has its own Graphical User In-
terface - Rosanne - built in, which is auto-
matically accessed when you switch on.

MHz (MegaHertz). A measure of the
frequency of a timing signal that’s equal to
1,000,000 cycles per second. If your PCW
runs at 4 MHz, the processor is working at

Confused by all this techno talk? Who ya gonna call? - Jargon Buster - Kathleen Thorpe!

a speed of approximately 4,000,000 cycles
per second. When you press a key, input a
command, or click your mouse, the PCW
responds so quickly, it is already waiting
for your next command. The newest PCW,
the PcW 16, runs at 16 MHz.

USER FRIENDLY. This term reflects
the revolution in computing which came
with the introduction of the microcomputer.
In the days of mainframe machines, it was
assumed that only computer scientists and
their like would be able to program and use
a computer. Ordinary people such as you
and me were never allowed to go near one
of these huge beasts.

All this changed with the advent of the
micro, because it meant that computing
power became within reach of mere mor-
tals. Nowadays the term usually refers to
the ease of use of some software packages

such as LocoScript, which is more user
friendly than CP/M.

WYSIWYG (What You See Is What
You Get). This term describes software
packages that show on screen exactly what
the finished document will look like when
printed out. For example the MicroDesign
family are all WYSIWYG, as is PcW 16
software, but LocoScript is not.

FONT (not to be confused with type-
face which refers to the design itself). A set
of printing characters of the same design,
style, weight, and point size. Fonts are used
by the PCW for on-screen displays and by
your printer for a hard copy. Programs such
as LocoScript are able to send the informa-
tion about the font and its size, to your
printer even though it is not able to simu-
late it on screen. Your printer can then re-
produce the font and its size, provided that
the capability is there.

As the computer industry is expanding
at an alarming rate, unfortunately so is the
amount of ‘babble’ that accompanies it! To
win a dictionary of computer speak, tumn to
page 43 where we’ve got three copies to give
away.
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KeyMouse has special modes for LocoScript, Protext and CP/M. It is
especially useful for CP/M programs which use the cursor (arrow) keys.

Tel 01889 567160
Fax 01889 563548

CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY

J KeyMouse is a high-quality 3-button mouse which connects to the PCW
via the keyboard socket. It is now available with a new Track-Ball option. Creative Technology
 KeyMouse comes complete with its own smart mouse mat, and (MicroDesign) Ltd
comprehensive user manual. 10 Park St, Uttoxeter
( In MicroDesign, the KeyMouse system can be locked to move only vert- Staffs ST14 7AG
Q




PcW 16

Crash course

Worried about your temperamental PCW? Adrian Braddy guides you through the pitfalls

UMOURS about the reliability of

the PcW 16 have been rife in the
PCW press and on the Internet in recent
weeks.

Stories of ‘dying’ computers, constant
crashes, and worse, have become common-
place. Yet it seems that the biggest problem
1s one of misinformation and lack of knowl-
edge. In truth there is little
that can go wrong with your
PcW 16 that can’t be fixed.

So just ignore the
rumour, hearsay and un-
helpful advice (even the
manual gets it wrong). If
you follow this comprehen-
sive guide, you should be
okay.

The first thing you
should realise is that your
16 will ‘crash’ from time to
time.

A crash is where your
software freezes, and re-
fuses to work. This 1s noth-
ing unusual, all modern
computers crash, including
state of the art PCs.

You may have been
used to the outstandingly
reliable classic PCWs,
which hardly ever crashed, but the 16 has
hardware and software that is more com-
plex, and so is prone to the occasional hic-

| cup.

It is impossible to avoid ever crashing
your 16, but you can reduce the risk. Slow
down your computing, don’t give Annie too
many commands at once - it may only serve
to confuse her.

Regularly back up your work to disc -
there is no real need to use the cabinet - discs
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are by far the safest option. Read Jeff
Anderson’s tutorial in issue 11 for more in-
formation on backing up.

When working in the word processor,
refresh the screen regularly by pressing the
GREEN key.

And try not to write very long documents
in one file. If you’re writing a book, split it

into chapters, and put each chapter onto a
different file.

Despite taking all these precautions,
your 16 will occasionally crash. The screen
will freeze up and both the mouse and key-
board refuse to work.

The worst thing you can do is panic -
remember a software crash WILL NOT
damage your computer in any way - no
matter what you may have read elsewhere.
And in a worst case scenario, you can al-

ways reload the operating system from your
Rescue Disc.

Firstly you can check if it’s a real crash
by pressing the Caps Lock on and off. If the
corresponding light flickers on and off too,
you’re probably going to okay.

Whatever the result of this test, leave
the 16 alone for five minutes - go and make
yourself a cup of cof-
fee. When you come
back, there is a slim
chance that the prob-
lem will have righted
itself. If the flying stars
screen saver has come
on, you’'re safe, and
should immediately
save your work to disc.
If not, your 16 has
definitely crashed.

Once again, don’t
panic. Try and switch-
off using the power
switch on your 16
which will be growing
red.

In most cases
nothing will happen,
so you must switch off
at the mains. Don’t
pull the plug out - just
switch off the socket.

Unhelpfully, the manual tells you never
to do this, and other publications have sug-
gested that doing it shortens the life span of
your 16. This is not the case. Whilst it is
not advisable to do this every five minutes,
cutting off the power will have no impact
on your hardware whatsoever.

Once you’ve switched off at the mains,
leave your 16 to cool off for about ten min-
utes. Go and drink that coffee. For some
reason, if you do this, there is usually no



problem when you switch your machine
back on. And your system will be restored
in perfect working order.

However, occasionally, that dreaded er-
ror message: “Fatal Checksum Error” will
appear on your screen. Again, don’t get too
stressed out, it’s not as bad as it sounds.

All you will have lost is any work saved
to the cabinet that you have not backed up
on floppy disc. But I cannot say this often
enough - save to disc not cabinet!

Insert your Rescue Disc as prompted
and follow the instructions displayed on
screen.

This will replace the corrupted operat-
ing system with a fresh copy - and that’s
all. Try and use the most recent version of
the Rescue Disc, currently 1.12. This has
the least bugs, so 1s less likely to go wrong
in future.

Of course, in very rare circumstances,
your PcW 16 may apparently die altogether,
and you won’t even get the error message -
just a blank screen.

Now this is very rare indeed, but it may
happen. Nine times out of ten, it will be a
software fault and not hardware. Amstrad
tell us that very little can go wrong with the
hardware.

The good news s, if it’s a software fault,
the following method will ALWAY'S work.
The trouble is, it’s a factory technique, and
1s not printed in the manual. You should only
need to use this method as a last resort.

Pressing four keys together will kick
start the 16 back into life again. Amstrad
PcW 16 programmer, Cliff Lawson ex-
plains: “There is some confusion amongst
people as to exactly how you do the four
key thing. Firstly it is four keys, not three -
the keys are [RED], [Ctrl], [SHIFT] and
[TASK].

“Secondly, they MUST be the Red key
and the three shifts that are vertically be-
neath it, not the shift keys at the left hand
end of the keyboard.

They must be held down together. Then,
to make it work, hold down those four keys
with the power button on the front of the
computer showing a red light. You then

PcW 16

press the power button and KEEP them
held.

“Keep holding them for about 10 sec-
onds until the normally “grey” screen turns
black and a single line of white writing on
the top line invites you to insert the OS Res-
cue Disc.”

Of course, there i1s a chance, despite
anything Amstrad might say, that a hard-
ware fault could develop with your 16. And
if the above method doesn’t work, then there
probably is a hardware problem.

Electrical Engineer, Gareth Morris, had
a look at a ‘dead” PcW 16 for us, and he
says that there are two things that can go
wrong with it.

The first 1s the power board - which
gives the 16 its energy, and the second is
the rechargeable battery - which keeps the
date and time straight.

e
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& on standhy, just ¢
the battery gets iis
guota of energy”

Unfortunately, the power boards are no
longer available from any source - and re-
pairing them would be too costly.

&
&

The battery can be replaced but you need
some expertise to be able to do that.

It’s not all bad news though. Gareth has
come up with a couple of tips that should
save both the battery an the power board.

Firstly, forget everything you’ve read
before. The PcW 16 should not be left on
standby - unless you are not planning on
using it for a while.

The 16 works like your television set,
and the manual suggests leaving the power
connected at all times. Don’t. If you listen
to your 16 when it is on standby, it makes a
very faint sound. Despite the blank screen,
electricity is still entering the unit.

Ifyou think about it, the longer you leave

any electrical appliance ‘on’, the shorter its
life will be. When you finish a session,
switch off the power switch on the front of
your 16, so that it turns green, then switch
off at the mains socket too.

Of course, the standby mode is there for
a purpose, it 1s the battery that enables your
16 to tell the time, and indeed wake you in
the morning if anyone actually uses the
alarm function.

That’s why, if you haven’t used your 16
for a while, it occasionally asks you to reset
the time and date. It just means that the bat-
tery got a little flat.

“Consequently, there is a danger, if you
leave your PCW for a long time, unused,
the battery may go completely flat.

So if you’re away on a long holiday, it
may be an idea to leave your 16 on standby,
just so the battery gets its quota of energy.

Whilst investigating the problems with
the 16, Gareth discovered that whenever the
unit 1s switched on, the tube glows bright
white, and he says that this means a huge
surge of electricity goes through the power
board every time the computer is switched
on.

This is presumably needed to create the
high-definition paper quality screen that is
a distinctive feature of the 16.

However, Gareth suggests that this
surge of power travelling through the power
board could be one of the reasons behind
its occasional failure. His solution is a novel
one: Every time you switch off the computer,
turn the brightness and contrast right down,
so that the screen looks blank.

When you switch the unit back on again,
wait a few seconds for the desktop to load
up and the 16 to warm up, then gradually
turn up the contrast and brightness. This
should save your power board from future
disaster, and give you many years of happy
computing.

It will seem a little strange at first, but
soon you’ll be doing it automatically.

The 16 is not really that bad. Ignore the
gloom merchants who say it will not live
long. If you treat your PCW right, it’ll be
churning out letters well into the year 2000.
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Programming

Odds & ends

PD Blake rounds up his series on Basic with a few snippets to liven up your programs

ERE are a few odds and ends which

you may find useful in your own
basic programs. They are simply subrou-
tines which can be altered to fit into most
programs and even linked together to
create some good effects and useful rou-
tines.

Firstly, this is what to do when you use
an INPUT but want the answer given to be
in uppercase and only a certain amount of
characters long, in this case ten. With this
short routine it doesn’t matter if a hundred
characters are typed in at the INPUT line,
only the first TEN will count, and if all are
typed in lowercase they will be converted
to uppercase.

10 INPUT “Type:”;ANSS

20 ANSS=LEFTS(ANSS,20): REM ‘this
takes the first 10 characters from the an-
swer and discards the rest’

30 ANS$=UPPERS :REM ‘this converts
10 remaining characters to uppercase’
40 PRINT ANSS

Instead of LEFT$ you can use RIGHTS$
to take the last ten characters or MID$ to
take the ten from the middle. You can also

use LOWERS instead of UPPERS$ to ¢on-
vert to lowercase. The number in brackets
in line 20 can be anything between 1 and
255.

This next example shows a simple time
delay.

10 FOR J=1 TO 2400:NEXT
20 PRINT”Run out of time”

This will only delay for a few seconds,
to make the delay longer just change the
2400. Remember if a line contains a FOR
command, the FOR must be followed some-
where in the line or the routine by a NEXT
command.

The following are useful to know when
testing or saving your programs.

TRON type this before you run a pro-
gram to display each program line as it is
executed.

TROFF cancels TRON. Both can be
included in a program if you like, to either
make the option mandatory or make it im-
possible.

OPTION RUN adding this to a pro-
gram (usually at the very beggining) makes

. the [STOP] key non functional. It aiso makes

it impossible to use [ALT]-S to stop/start
the screen scrolling when listing.

OPTION STOP cancels the effect of
OPTION RUN

SAVE”FILENAME.EXT”,A this
saves the program in ASCII format so that
it can be used on a wordprocessor, but it
does use a little more memory.

SAVE””FILENAME.EXT”,P this
saves the program in protected form.

In this form it cannot be listed or edited
and the effect is irreversible, so be wamned,
don’t use it unless you know that your pro-
gram is absolutely perfect and won’t need
editing.

Some other time I will let you know a
few more, more complicated commands, but
you’d better get to know what I’ve already
shown you first, certain commanas and
functions in BASIC can be quite nasty un-
til you get used to the easier ones.

COVER DISCS

We are now offering cover discs, like the ones you may have seen on the
front of PC magazines in your local newsagent. Upgrade to a premium
subscription and you will receive a disc with every issue of PCW Today.
Each disc has a selection of brand-new software, fonts for MicroDesign,

graphics for LocoSeript 4 and MicroDesign 3, and the best of “public

BACK ISSUES

MAGAZINES (£2.50 each)
Autumn 97 ¢ Issue 7
Nov 98 - Jan 99 & Issue 11

domain™ and “sharewase” software. Sadly we are only able to provide cover
discs in 35" Classic CP/M format. This means that if you have a PcW 16 or
a 3" machine, you will not be able to use the discs.

Discs cost £150 each, however, if you are already a subscriber to the
magazine, but want to upgrade to a premium subscription with cover discs, it
is best to “level out” your subscription.

Estimate how many magazines you have left to come in your current
subscription, and apply for the same number of discs. So, for example, if you
have three magazines still to come, send £4.50, for three discs.
IMPORTANT - THESE DISCS ARE NOT GOMPATIBLE WITH
THE PcW 16 OR ANY PCW THAT ONLY USES 3" DISCS!

(Sorry, all other issues currently out of stock)

COVER DISCS (£1.50 each)
May - Jul 98 ¢ Disc 1
Aug - Oct 98 ¢ Disc 2
Nov 98 - Jan 99 & Disc 3

Prices-all-inclusive. Cheques are payable to “PCW Today”.
Back Issues, PCW Today, 150 Oxford Road, Middlesbrough TS5 5EL.
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The Disc Drive

The magazine for all PCW and PcW users

Let's Communicate’

Subscribe to “The Disc Drive” and become part of the network of PCWers
in contact not only with each other but with the market place.

This magazine is another way of retaining an essential communication
link that will assist in providing detailed information to the PCW user.

Subscription just:

£9.50 pa.

Steve Massam (Membership Secretary)
The British Amstrad PCW Club

27 Marks Road, Hadleigh, Benfleet,
Essex SS14 INP.

Tel: (01702) 555398

Graphics Express =

Full graphics control with 6 densities of
print and 4 different sizes. On-line help
and 1llustrated text file printing. File
management and running image
display. Easy to use drawing and edit
tools with graphics conversion. All this
plus a full library of clipart and shades.
It’s all entirely run from a graphical
front-end comlete with icons and
Windows style menus.

GRAPHICS EXPRESS
can put you in the picture
Jor just £24.50 inc p&p.

(Requires at least 190k free
in Drive M:)

OTHER SOFTWARE ALSO AVAILABLE:

All-In-One data management pacage £14.95
Doodlebug Draw and Display £9.50
Screen novelties and savers for LS & CP/M £7.50

LocoScript 4 graphics discs

£7.50 each or 3 for £19.50 or 5 for £32.00

Choose from: GIANT LETTERS - WILDLIFE -
OCCASSIONS - CARTOONS - FACES & PLACES -
SPORT & TRANSPORT - FANTASY - MISCELLANEOUS

Animated screen savers for CP/M+ £9.50
Graphics Express extra graphics discs 1-4 £12.50 each
ADULTS ONLY!! Graphics disc for LS4 £10.00

LARGE SELECTION OF PUBLIC DOMAIN ALSO
AVAILABLE PLUS GRAPHICS SCANNING SERVICE FOR
MICRO DESIGN & LOCOSCRIPT 4
SEND LARGE SAE FOR CATALOGUE

P.D. Blake, 99 Normandy Avenue, Beverley, E. Yorks HU17 8PR
TEL: (01482) 864230 7pm-9pm Mon-Sat except Bank Holidays

-SOFTWARE ONLY AVAILABLE ON 3.5” DISCS & NOT COMPATIBLE WITH PcW 16 -




Landers on CP/M

David Landers takes a detailed look at CP/M'’s ground-breaking HELP utility

CARED of CP/M? Cowering
atits command line? Fear not... Help
is at hand.

It comes in the form of Digital
Research’s ‘on-screen help’, which was an
genuinely innovative feature of their CP/M
Plus operating system.

And we can be excused for feeling
smug, because PC users had to wait some
years before Microsoft provided a similar
facility for MS-DOS!

DR HELP consists of two files:
HELP.COM, the program file; and
HELPHLP, a resource file holding the in-
formation displayed by HELP.COM. These
files will be found on the CP/M disc(s) sup-
plied with your PCW (Side-4 on 8000-se-
ries machines).

For most people, the easiest way to use
HELP is to copy both files on to a fresh
floppy “help disc”.

Owners of a Cirtech drive (GEM,
Insyder or Flash-Drive) can more conve-
niently hold the help files there - alterna-
tively, if you have enough RAM on your
machine, they’ll run much faster from Drive
M:.

Having changed to the appropriate drive,
simply type HELP [RETURN)] and a dis-
play will appear, listing the topics available
and giving basic instructions for using the
facility.

You’ll probably notice straight-away
that the normal A>, B> or M> prompt has
changed to HELP> - meaning that the pro-
gram 1s now waiting for you to choose a
topic from the list.

Try typing:- DATE [RETURN]. You
will be given the ‘syntax” of the DATE com-
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mand and an explanation of what the com-
mand does. You are also told that there is a
sub- topic called EXAMPLES.

To read the subtopic, type a full-stop fol-
lowed by its name.

Comprehensive schooling

The information on DATE.COM given
by the help facility - although quite brief -
1s remarkably comprehensive.

Two of the options shown, ‘date ¢’ and
‘date set’, aren’t even mentioned in the
manual. (The first of these will keep the
clock ticking continuously on screen, while
the second represents an easy way to set the
date/time.) And this is generally true of
HELP - it tends to give a fuller picture.

When you’ve finished reading the
DATE entry, you will probably have forgot-
ten what the other topics were.

Type a question-mark, followed by [RE-
TURN], and the list will be displayed again.
To learn more about the help facility, and
get a full breakdown of its key-commands,
look up HELP itself as a topic.

You’ll soon find it becomes second na-
ture to pop in the “help disc” whenever
you’re baffled by some obscure CP/M syn-
tax. What about those bewildering PIP op-
tions? HELP can help.

As the name of the topic is known, it
can be entered at the CP/M prompt, thus:-
HELP PIP [RETURN]. OPTIONS is now
shown as a subtopic, so type a full-stop fol-
lowed by that word - or just enough of it to
distinguish it from other subtopics. <.op” or
even “.0” would be fine.

Next time, knowing the name of the
subtopic too, you can get straight there from

the CP/M prompt with: HELP PIP O [RE-
TURN]. (Note: no full-stop in front of a sub-
topic when it’s preceded by the main topic.)

Altered states

A little known feature of HELP.COM
1s the fact that the HELPHLP file can be
changed into a form which allows it to be
amended by a word-processor. This means
that the information produced by the help
facility can be altered/expanded or even
changed for something else entirely.

Why might you want to do that? Well,
as the last paragraph suggests, certain CP/
M features are poorly documented - and you
may have discovered something which
you’d like to record for future reference.

For instance, the TYPE utility will ac-
cept ‘wild cards’ in filenames. That isn’t
mentioned anywhere in the PCW literature
so far as I’'m aware, and it can be useful
when you need to scan through several text
files one after the other. So let’s add this
fact to HELPHLP.

First of all, HELP.HLP has to be made
into a text file itself. This is done with
HELP’s [extract] command. It would be best
to make another copy of your “help-disc”
for this experiment. Using that new floppy,
enter:- HELP [E] [RETURN].

The screen will show “Extracting
data....”, and the drive motor will start whir-
ring. Eventually the message “Extraction
complete” will appear.

If you use DIR to check, you’ll find an
extra file, named HELP.DAT, on the disc.
Sadly, an unexpanded 8256 can’t work this
trick - there’s insufficient room on either a
CF2 disc or its memory drive.

HELP.DAT is a simple ASCII text file



which contains special markers. TYPE it,
and you’ll see that it starts with three for-
ward-slashes, followed by a number and a
word: ///1commands. HELP.COM trans-
lates this as: “marker, level-one, COM-
MANDS”. Information about CP/M com-
mands follows.

Further down the screen you'll see: //
2conventions. This is a level-two marker -
meaning that ‘conventions’ is a subtopic of
‘commands’.

It would be possible for ‘commands’ to
have other subtopics (i.e. additional ///
2name markers) - or even for ‘conventions’
to have its own subtopics with level-three
markers (///3name), and so on - but the next
marker is, in fact: ///lentrlchars, which
means we’ve exhausted the ‘commands’
topic and passed on to the next one, ‘con-
trol characters’. (Note: on a 3" drive
PCW9512 the first topic will be
8000COPY.)

Enter LocoScript

Having seen how the HELP.DAT file 1s
arranged, reboot your PCW with LocoScript
- or switch environments if you’re running
Flipper - and create a new Loco document
called HELP.DOC. Use a fixed character
pitch and alter HELP.DOC’s Layout to give
a 90 character line-width. (As long as the
Layout’s Character Pitch coincides with its
Scale Pitch, this means setting the left mar-
gin at ruler position ‘0, and the right mar-
gin at ruler °9’.)

Now press [f1] and select Insert Text,
choosing HELP.DAT as the file to insert.

Once the text has flowed in, cursor back
up the document to find the TYPE topic (it’s
about two pages from the end). At the end
of the line which reads, “character file on
your screen.” you could usefully add, “ File
spec can contain wild cards.”

If you like, you could drop down into
the subtonic section (headed: ///2examples),
and below the line ending,
“..MYPROG.PLI on your screen.”, add two
carriage returns and give a further example:

A>TYPE *TXT

Displays in sequence all files with a
TXT extension.

Also, since a paged, 24-line display is

Landers on CP/M

the default setting on PCWs, you might
want to change the existing ‘[PAGE]” ex-
ample to ‘[NOPAGE]" and make the de-
scription read:- “Scrolls the contents of
THISFILE from drive B on your screen.
Press [£5] to stop scrolling, [f3] to restart.”
(Note: make sure that you end each line with
a carriage return, as HELP.COM can’t
word-wrap like LocoScript.)

Having suitably amended the TYPE
topic - and made any other changes which
you feel are useful - exit from HELP.DOC
and Finish Edit to save the document. It now
has to be converted into HELP.HLP.

This takes two operations: the first, un-
der LocoScript, is to convert it to ASCII. In
Disc Manager, press [f1], and choose to
make an ASCII file named HELP.DAT on
your help-disc copy. Confirm that you wish
to overwrite the existing HELP.DAT file.

When LocoScript has done that, reboot
to CP/M, log the disc and enter the com-
mand:- HELP [C] [RTN]. The [C] param-
eter stands for ‘create’ and you’ll get a
screen message confirming that HELP.HLP
1s being created. It will automatically over-
write the old HELP.HLP file - which is why
you ought to have been working with a copy
of a copy. When everything’s finished, en-
ter the command: HELP TYPE [RETURN]
and you should see your newly amended ver-
sion of the TYPE topic.

Reference help

CP/M’s HELP program can become the
basis of a completely different data-search
facility. The program is actually a sophisti-
cated file-reader which performs rapid
jumps to marked points - and, now that we
can get inside HELP.HLP, we can fill it with
whatever material we like!

What about the lengthy on-disc manual
which came with that new software?
Wouldn’t it be handy to be able to jump from
chapter to chapter and then to individual
sections within chapters?

Perhaps you’ve written a play, and you
need to move quickly from act to act, scene
to scene, checking for consistency. Or your
hobby might be local history, and you’ve
amassed large amounts of reference mate-
rial on disc - whatever the project,
HELP.COM lets you find marked passages
in a flash. The possibilities are endless, and
you already have the program to do it...

Using the same pattern of LocoScript
document - with a 90 character line-width -
simply type in (or Insert) any text you want,
and place the markers.

When devising a new resource file it’s
a good idea to plan the ‘topic, subtopic, sub-
sub topic ...” scheme beforehand - particu-
larly if it’s likely to be a complicated struc-
ture.

The levels can go nine deep, with any
number of topics at each level. Topic names
are limited to 12 characters (spaces aren’t
allowed - use an underscore instead), and
names must not be duplicated. The docu-
ment will therefore look something like this:

/INNAME_A
Text for Name A (level 1 topic)
/II2ZNAME_AA
Text for Name AA (level 2 subtopic to
Name A)
/IBNAME_AAA
Text for Name AAA (level 3 subtopic to
Name AA)

(etc)
/II2ZNAME_AB
Text for Name AB (level 2 subtopic to
Name A)
/I2NAME_AC
Text for Name AC (level 2 subtopic to
Name A)

(etc)
/IIINAME_B
Text for Name B (level 1 topic)
/IINNAME_C
Text for Name C (level 1 topic)

(etc. ete)

Separate the marker lines from text with
a couple of carriage-returns, remembering
that each line of text must itself end in a
carriage-return.

HELP.COM can only create HELP.HLP
from a HELP.DAT file - so that’s what the
ASCII file has to be called. Similarly,
HELP.HLP must not be renamed. As it’s not
possible to have two files with the same
name in the same user area (group), keep
your new HELP.HLP file on its own disc,
together with a copy of HELP.COM.

People who are familiar with CP/M will
realize, of course, that different HELP.HLP
files can be held in different user areas of
the same disc. Provided that HELP.COM is
set to [SYStem], in User 0, HELP can be
run from any user area to access a specific
resource file.
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CP/M

HEN disc housekeeping in CP/M,

you may suddenly have a brilliant
idea that you would like te record for fu-
ture reference. This means quitting CP/
M and loading LocoScript, doesn’t it?

Well no, actually it doesn’t. There are
ways of typing up a short ASCII file and
saving it to disc to insert into a LocoScript
document at a later date.

PIP.COM Mainly used as a file copy
utility, PIP can also be used as a text editor
to create a short note to yourself. First, de-
cide what you are going to call your file,
lets say MESSAGE.DOC. At the A>
prompt, type PIP MESSAGE.DOC=CON:
then hit [RETURN].

Type in your message, but at the end of
each line you will have to press [ALT] and
[J], followed by [ALT] and [M] to put the
cursor at the beginning of the next line. [RE-
TURN] will not work, neither will the de-
lete keys, so mistakes cannot be rectified
unless they are on the current line.

Press [ALT] and [H] and the cursor will
jump to the error, enabling you to correct it.

When you have finished, press [ALT]
and [Z]. This will save your file and return
you to the A> again.

ED.COM This utility was originally
designed as an editor for programmers. It
too can be used to create a short ASCII file
in the following way.

Type EDMESSAGE.TXT [RETURN].
Ed will then tell you this is a new file and
the prompt :* will appear. Press [I] for in-
sert, followed by your first line of text.

Attheend ofthat line, press [RETURN]
and hit [I] again, then enter your second line
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of text. Continue doing this until you have
completed your note.

When you have pressed [RETURN] to
complete your document, press [E] again.
This will save your file to disc.

SID.COM At the A> prompt type SID
[RETURN]. The prompt for SID 1s a hash
symbol (#). Type S100 [RETURN]. A new
line will appear saying something like:
‘0100 01°. Now type a double quote () fol-
lowed by your first line of text. SID will only
allow you to type up to 63 characters (in-
cluding spaces) per line, so anticipate this
and press [RETURN] to move to the next
line before you exceed this limit.

Start each new line with double quotes,
entering text until you have finished. After
the last line of text, press [RETURN]. Now
you need to type 1a, press [RETURN] then
a full stop and [RETURN] again.

To save the file to disc, type
WA:MESSAGE.DOC [RETURN]. Press
[STOP] to exit from SID.

Like ED, correcting errors in SID is
impossible, but as these utilities will prob-
ably only ever be used to make a short not
to yourself, this really doesn’t matter. If they
are inserted into a LocoScript document,
errors can be rectified there.

RPED.BAS This is a text editor writ-
ten by Roland Perry, hence its name. To ac-
cess it from your CP/M disc, at the A> type
RPED [RETURN]. First BASIC will be
loaded, which will then run RPED.

The opening screen tells you that you
can type up to 200 lines of text (that’s the
approximate equivalent of four pages), nor-
mal cursor and delete keys can be used on
both text and filenames, [+] toggles insert/

Word processing
from CP/M

[t can be done - Kathleen Thorpe has this walk-through quide to text editing in CP/M

overstrike mode, [ STOP] aborts edit, [EXIT]
ends edit and saves the file to the specified
drive. The menu is as follows:

[£5] - edit last screen
[3] - edit new screen
[£1] - edit existing file
[EXIT] - to quit

Press [f3] to edit a new screen and a
small box appears for you to specify a drive
and type in your filename. The default drive
is A: but to change this to M: or B:, just
press the left arrow key to put the cursor
over A: and type your drive choice over it.
Then use the right arrow key to put the cur-
sor back in the filename section and type in
your choice of name, then press [RETURN].

When you are on the editing screen, keys
such as [LINE], [EOL] and [RETURN]
work in the same way as they do in Loco-
Script. As you can use INSERT or
OVERSTRIKE mode, correcting mistakes
1s just as easy as it is in LocoScript.

Unfortunately there is no word wrap and
RPED only accepts 88 letters to a line, in-
cluding spaces. Then you have to press [RE-
TURN] to get to the start of the next line.
[TAB] doesn’t work either, so to indent,
you’Hll have to press the space bar an appro-
priate number of times.

To abandon edit, press [STOP], every-
thing you have typed will be lost. To save
your file to the disc, or the M: drive, press
[EXIT]. You will be brought back to the
main menu, where you can either press an-
other function key to use RPED again, or
[EXIT] to return to the A> prompt.

As with the other utilities, documents
created in RPED can be inserted as ASCII
into LocoScript where they can be prettied
up with any decorative effects available.



Got LocoMail?
Get Instant Recall!

Easy to use, no LocoMail knowledge required.
Calculate, convert, check your bank balance.
Draw charts, graphs and diagrams — and all
within the familiar LocoScript environment.
Print on any printer, even a 9512 daisywheel.

DISC 1, Desktop Utilities
5-Function Calculator, Metric Converter,
Full-year Calendars, Accounts package.

£9.50 inclusive

DISC 2, Charts & Schedules
Bar Charts, Financial Charts, Project
Schedules, Scattergraphs, Cascades.
£12.50 inclusive
Or take both of them for just £20.00
David Landers, Brinkburn Gardens Cottage,
Longtramlington, Morpeth, NE65 8AR
Tel:- 01665 570662. Cheques to:- ‘D. Landers’

System requirements:- any PCW or PcW running
LocoScript 2/3/4 + LocoMail. State 3"/3% " disc.

"If you are really serious about LocoScript,
take” a look at Instant Recall.” W Plus
"A brilliant program. An_essential addition to
the LocoScript fgmzly. " PCW Today

LocoScript and LocoMail are trademarks belonging to Locoscript Software Ltd
K;Q

HAVING PROBLEMS WITH:

Dave's Disk Doctor Service Ltd.
Telephone: 01892 835974

Web site: http://www.diskdoctor.co.uk/

E-Mail: daves@diskdoctor.co.uk

DATA RECOVERY?
DATA TRANSFER?
DATA CONVERSION?

DON'T PANIC! - NO FIX, NO FEE!

We specialise in the salvage of data from all CP/M floppy
disks, particularly those used on the Amstrad PCW, PcW
and CPC ranges of computers and word processors, which
often use the LocoScript word processing system. We also
salvage floppy disks for PCs and MACs, but we no longer
tackle hard disks.

We can transfer data between various disk sizes (3", 34",
5%" and even 8") and convert to various file formats. We
can also provide a Web document authoring and image
scanning service.

ALL PROFITS COVENANTED TO CHARITY

THE ONL.Y
PLACE TO BE:

CRAWLEY
AMSTRAD PCW
DAY

SATURDAY 15 MAY
10am - 4pm

19899

CHRIST CHURCH - THREE BRIDGES - CRAWLEY - SUSSEX

The most comprehensive gathering of PCW
machines, programs and expertise in 1999.

Admission by pre-booked ticket, £5 from John Moon,
. 25 Crawford Gardens, HORSHAM RH13 S5AZ.

Please make ycur cheque payable to ‘Crawley PCW Ciub’
and enclose an A5 SAE

Please request a
copy of our new
software / supplies

catalogue for the 16.
At last there is a range of
games, business, utility
programs and more to
run under the new CP/M!

Please write enclosing a stamped SAF
[A5-sizel to: SD Microsystems (Dept 16),
PO Box 99, Thetford, Norfolk IP24 INA.
Or simply telephone 07000 736427.
email: edmicno@aal.con wel .come to/sdmicra




Small-ads

..classifieds...

RECONDITIONED PCWs, large quantity of pro-
grams, add-ons, etc. A5 SAE to: Today Sales, 44
Paynton Road, St Leonards on Sea, East Sussex TN37
7DY. Visit my stall at Crawley Club’s PCW Day, May
15th.

FOR SALE Amstrad 1640 PC with EGA colour
monitor, mouse, training disk, 4 programs, 4 games,
box of 10 5,1/4” new disks and instruction manual
£115. Could deliver providing distance not too great.
Please phone 01726 824182 (Comwall).

WE HAVE for sale two Amstrad 8256 PCWs and
will be pleased to consider any reasonable offers.
Apply to Roger Tringham or Philip Callaghan at:
Bells of Lazonby Ltd, Penrith, Cumbria CA10 1BG.
Telephone 01768 898437. Fax 01768 898720.

FOR your PCW 8000, all checked and in gwo, all
pricesto include carriage: 3” A-drive, 3” B-drive, £15
each; 9-pin matrixprinter, SCA 0.5 Mb plug-in RAM,
Tequnige PCW PCW 102 keyboard, £20 each; 3”
disks (Maxell or Amsoft, reformatted, verified and
boxed), 10 for £7. JG Shipcott - Comwall 01209
713997.

FOR SALE £80 o.n.o. Amstrad PCW 8256 with 2
drives, LocoScript, File and Spell, keyboard, printer
+ extra NEG 2200 printer. Spare ribons and many 3”
discs. Mrs Foxley. 01908 666386.

WANTED: Companion disc to ‘CP/M Plus
Programmer’s Guide for the Amstrad CPC6128 and
PCW8256°. Authors: Digital Resarch Inc & Amstrad
Consumer Electronics plc. Sussex 01424 713927
(3pm-7pm only).

PCW 8512, original LocoScript 1 & 2, LocoSpell,
LocoMail, SuperCalc2 and Mini Office Professional
programs. Will donate to charity, or if private indi-
vidual interested - a donation to charity would be quite
acceptable. HL Clatworthy, 3 Springfield Close,
Rhiwerin, Newport, Gwent NP1 9RZ.

PCW 8256 upgraded to 8512 with 720 3” and 3.5”
internal drives. RS232 Interface, standard DMP and
Starjet SJ48 inkjet printers. Software and books. £90
or best offer. Class order. Rash, Wortham, Diss, Nor-
folk 01379 642875.

FOR SALE 8256 PCW with external 3.5 drive,
LocoScript 3, books, spare discs. £50 o.n.o. 01228
819142.

3.5” DISCS and manuals for sale: Pascal MT+ £5.
Hisoft C (3” disc) £5. Camsoft Database £5. AYE
Basic Graphics Extension £5. MicroDesign 3 £25.
Basic98 £10. 01782 628698.

FOR SALE 3” A Drive for PCW 8256 or 8512. Also
3” B Drive for PCW 8512. £15 each - postage free.
Both in good working order. Full easy fitting instruc-
tions included if requested. Peter - 0181 6903906 late
evenings - London.

FOR SALE Amstrad PCW 9512 Daisywheel printer.
Spring to new armature needs slight adjustment £20.
Also multistrike ribbons £2 each and box of 1500
sheets of continuous paper £15. Buyer collects, or
postage extra - Cleveland. Tel: 01642 563904.

CALL for help with LocoScript, CP/M or MicroDe-
sign 2, or just for a chat about PCWs in general. Mon-
Sat, 2-8pm. 0115 9720114. Or write to: Kathleen
Thorpe, 22 Haddon Way, Long Eaton, Nottingham
NGI10 3EE.

SEEKING contacts who play text adventure games
on the PCW 3” format. I have had great difficulty in
obtaining all but a few titles. John, Leeds 0113
2671393.

WANTED: Amstrad PCW9512 keyboards disc - sets
it up for foreign character sets, also LocoScript 3, 3”
full master disc - not an upgrade! PCW8256/8512
Swedish LocoScript 2 master disc. Sussex 01424
713927 (3pm-7pm only).

BOOKS for sale: CP/M Plus handbook £5. World of
PCW + 3.5” disc £3. Target CP/M + 3.5” disc £3.
PCW Logo £3. Programmingthe Z80 - Zaks. 01782
628698.

SURPLUS BOOKS, PCW related. Mallard Basic
for PCW. 15 Hour Word Processing: Ann Ruthven,
Guideto LocoScript 1 & 2: Martin le Poidvin. CP/M
Plus Step by Step: John Campbell. PCW Plus Book
of Tips and Hints with disc. Also private tips collec-
tion. Surplus games: Steve Davis Snooker, Fun
School, ComputerScrabble, Clock Chess. Surplus ac-
cessories for all PCW 3”. Cleaning disc, Expansion
chip set, Unused ribbons, Drive belts. Any modest
offer accepted. James Newby, Norwich 01603
434099.

ON 3.5” discs for sale: Essential Guideto CP/M £2.
Advanced Guide to CP/M £2. PCW Peek and Poke.
01782 628698.

PCW 9512 complete with printer, spare ribbons,
manual, LocoFile software, discs and original pack-
aging - free to any worthwhile cause or charitable
organisation. Can deliver within radius of 20 miles if
necessary. Welling, Kent. 0181 3048793 (evenings
only).

FREE User Manual - PcW 9512+. User Manual -
BubbleJet PcW9512+. LocoScript 2 on the Amstrad
PcW9512+ - The Definitive Guide. All in one Busi-
ness Computing: Amstrad PCW & Mini Office Pro-
fessional. Mini Office Professional User Guide and
Reference Card. 2 Amstrad PcW9512 ribbons. The
original PcW9512+ Amstrad LocoScript 2 and CP/
M PLUS software discs. Postage must be paid. 01629
582399 (Derbyshire).

WANTED Scrabble game for PcW 9256 (CP/M 3.5”
disc) Leslie Thomson, Wiltshire - (01985) 844851.

AMSTRAD PCW 6512 computer with LocoScript
2 word processor, LocoSpell and LocoMail.
Supercalc2 spreadsheet. Mallard Basic Programming,
Daisywheel printer with three fonts and spare ribbons.
14 formatted floppy discs. Full manuals. Comstax
stand and cover. Can be seen working, Buyer collects
Mid-West Wales. £80 cash. Telephone 01570
470935.

SALE of surplus Amstrad PCW equipment.
PCW8256 with B drive, original manuals, LocoScript
2 & 3. Programs with original master discs and manu-
als: Protext, Mini Office, LocoMail, LocoFont 1 & 2,
MicroDesign 2 with extra fonts and clips, SuperCalc
and Dataflow. Amstrad and Maxwell new 3" discs
still boxed. Help given. Offers pleaseto James Newby,
Norwich 01603 434099.

FOR SALE Star 1.C24-30 24 pin dot matrix printer
c/w manual, disc, two spare black and one colour rib-
bon. Hardly used condition, should suit all PCW
machines. £40 o.n.o. Buyer to arrange collection.
Frank, Tyneside Tel/Fax 0191 2510228.

PRINTWHEELS for Amstrad PCW9512 for sale
£5 each - Prestige Elite 12 (2), Gothic 15 (2), Cou-
rier 10 (1), Orator 10 (1), Recta 10 (1), Gothic 10/12
(2) and Script 12 (1). £30 o.n.o. 3” discs new and
unused, test formatted on PCW9512 £1.25 each.
Manuals for PCW9512 and PCW8256 £10 each. Tel
Leeds 0113 2671393.

PCW 9512+ needed. Please telephone Simon 0171
2352841 (London).

Classifieds is a free service, and you are permitted up to three adverts of 50 words or less. For commercial inserts we charge a fee of £3.
The editor reserves the right to edit all adverts, or refuse them without prior notice. PCW Today cannot accept liabilty for any mistakes or errors.
Nor can we vouch for the advertisers on this page. Please send your adverts, printed clearly to:

Classifieds, PCW Today, 150 Oxford Road, Middlesbrough, Teesside TS5 5EL.

42[PCW Todey ® Feb-Apr1999]




Competition

ompetition

We've got three copies of Wired Style - the dictionary of the digital age - to give away

O you ever get the feeling that new

technology is passing you by? Do you
sometimes read magazines and watch
television programmes, barely compre-
hending what is being said?

A whole new language has sprung up
with the Net generation. Commonly called
geek-speak, this is just the kind of jargon
that we try to keep out of our magazine. But
it’s there, and it would be useful to know
what the nerds were talking about from time
to time.

Now the editors of Wired magazine,
Ammerica’s most respected computer journal,
have produced a dictionary of geek speak.
The book is called: “Wired Style: Principles
of English Usage in the Digital Age”, and
should be a part of every computer-owners
library.

Read it and learn about “metaworlds”,
“e-zines”, “flops”, “spam”, and so many

SUBSCRIPTIONS

This form can be used for subscription renewals and first-time subscrip-
tions. If you don't wish to spoil your magazine, simply jot down the informa-

tion on a piece of paper.

16 or 3 format.

U 1 year basic subscription £8.00

U Subscription renewal
U First-time subscription

There are two subscription options now available. With the basic subscrip-
tion, you receive a year's supply of the magazine, but no discs. With the
premium subscription, as well as the magazine, you also get a year’s sup-
ply of 3.5 “ CP/M cover discs. Sadly these discs are NOT available in PcW

4 1 year premium subscription £12.50

I wish to start/re-start my subs with issue no........

Return with cheque/PO payable to PCW Today, 150 Oxford g
Road, Middlesbrough, Teesside TS5 SEL. .
EEEEEEENESEEEEENOEENERRNEEEEEE

more weird and wonderful words and acro-
nyms. Wired Style will prepare you for the
millennium, and give you a feel of this new
language that’s evolving everyday.

The PCW doesn’t make it into the dic-
tionary, nor does Amstrad, but we were de-
lighted to find CP/M in the acronyms sec-
tion. According to Wired Style: “The CP/M
operating system is hardly ever used; DOS
drove it out of the market.” We also found
words like BASIC and ASCII, which will
be familiar to most PCW users.

You’ll probably never use most of the
rest of the words in this dictionary, but you’ll
certainly be one-up on your neighbours, or
the Dixons salesman, with your new impres-
sive knowledge.

The book is perfect for the desktop -
ring-bound, and printed on card, in bright

modern colours. It even comes in a presen-
tation cardboard sleeve. We’ve got three

Issue 1 3

copies of Wired Style, worth £12 each, to
give away, but you’ll have to work to get
them.

We want you to invent a new computer
word or acronym - it’s not as hard as you’d
think. There must be something that irritates
or tickles you, that has as yet not been given
a name. How about a word describing a
PCW user? Or a word for all that fluff that
somehow works its way into your keyboard?

The three sharpest, or most amusing,
original entries will win the book. You can
enter as many times as you want. Send your
words to: Wired Style Competition, PCW
Today, 150 Oxford Road, Middlesbrough
TS5 SEL.

The winner of the Reader Survey prize
draw, m the last issue was Mrs E.A. French
from Exeter. A PCW cleaning kit will be
winging its way to you very soon. Watch
out for another great competition next time.

. May Jul 1999

Untanglmg the Net

We ask the big question. Can your PCW be used
to access the World Wide Web send e-mails and’
surf the et -

CP/M for the 16

All the latest news, views, and reachon to the blggest
PCW story of the year! : :

: COPY DEADI INE: Aprll 30 99
ISSUE 13 ON SALE: Approx end of May 9
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Directory

BUBRI TN iicominsmmisissimmsssamumi S S T O R T 0131 2700538

16 Springwood Park, Edinburgh EH16 6JL.
Fabric and film ribbon recycling and re-inking. They also supply DIY re-inking packs.

Amstrad Consumer Electronics PIC................c.ooo oo, 01227 228888
Brentwood House, 169 Kings Road, Brentwood, Essex CM14 4EF.
Manufacturers of the PcW 16 and every other PCW on the planet.

Anlaby COMPULEr SEIVICES.............cooiiii s 01482 650648

7 North Street, Anlaby, Hull HU10 7DD.
Drive repairs and PCW-PC disc conversion.

ANSIDIe TN OIMIAt O . ... e e 01424 720457

94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire RG1 5AU.
If you write a book with LocoScript, you'll need an index. That's where Ansiblelndex comes in.

A-Z COMPUEBTS ..ottt e s s s ettt ea e et e et 0181 7441834
134 Heath Road, Twickenham, Middlesex TW1 4BN.
Repairs to all Amstrads.

Bemish BUSINeSS MACHINGS. ... ... 0181 7853208

14 Lower Richmond Road, London SW15 1JP.
Repairs and upgrades to all Amstrads and PCW - PC disc conversion.

O TIETETBUBE ...00s005555555 s i s S e e oo e
14 Blakeney Crescent, Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire
Suppliers of the “Freddy” disc drive.

COMIS O ..ot 0141 5544735

10 Mcintosh Court, Wellpark, Glasgow G31 2HW.
The home of Protext. They also sell the brilliant RoutePlanner and Inventory Master for the PcW 16.

Christian ComPpPuUter Art...............o..oooiieeeee et 01954 210009
33 Bramley Way, Hardwick, Cambridge CB3 7XD.
Huge range of religious clip art for MicroDesign - 3.5” only.

CRITTER L S RTRNITE s oioosin s e s A e 01952 595436

10 Leasowe Gren, Lightmoor, Telford TF4 3QX.
Composers Pen music score writing system.

B [ o1 W01 - Vo T £ USRS ORPRPRRTPP 01703 364821
60 Belmont Road, Chandler's Ford, Eastleigh, Hampshire SO53 3FJ.
Writer's Desk software for all PCWs.

Creative Technology (MicroDesign Ltd)................ccoooooiiiiiiiieeee 01889 567160

10 Park Street, Uttoxeter, Staffs ST14 7AG.
MicroDesign3 range, Keymouse, hand scanner. PcW 16 software.

D AN OR ... 0181 8769251

44 Charcot House, Highcliffe Drive, London SW15 4PT.
DIRECT front end program for CP/M.

Dave’s DisSC DOCLOr SeIVICe...................ocooomiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 01892 835974
41 Tutsham Way, Paddock Wood, Kent TN12 6UA.
Charity disc repair and data recovery service.

David LANAErS............. ..ottt 01665 570662
Brinkburn Gardens Cottage, Longframlington, Morpeth NE65 8AR.
If you use LocoScript and LocoMail, Instant Recall 1 and 2 add a huge range of new features to the family.
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Directory

DErTICK GASKIN....... ..ottt e e e s s e bt ae st s et s et eseae s et e seeaess s s esnan e eanenareee
119 London Road, Brentwood, Essex CM14 4NP.
The house of Quickmyth - a unique range of mythology discs for use with LocoFile.

GarriSON COMPULETS..............coooiieeee ettt e 01772 701248

191 Watling Street Road, Fulwood, Preston PR2 4AE.
Formerly known as MicroForm, this company have been seling PCW disc drives and spares for years.

IdEal VAU PrOAUCES ... ... e e e e e e e e eenenns 01702 551618

10 Sheridan Avenue, Benfieet, Essex SS7 1RD.
Crossword Maker and PCW Plus index.

LOCOSCHIPt SOtWAIE............ooeeee ettt 01306 747757
10 Vincent Works, Dorking, Surrey RH4 3HJ.

Full range of PCW hardware and software including, LocoScript 4, LocoMail, File and Spell. Ask for a catalogue.
Mapej ............................................................................................................................................. 01691 778659

Meadow View, Quinta Crescent, Weston Rhyn, Oswestry, Shropshire SY10 7RN.
They'll transfer data between PCWSs and just about any other computer you'd care to think of.

Midas Charity INK................coooooieeeeeeeeee et 01803 853144
“Kynance”’, 5 Nelson Road, Brixham, South Devon TQ5 8BH.
A printer ribbon re-inking service where the profits go to charity.

RODEIE NISDOL ... .. .ot ee e 01865 351448
1 Silver Birches, Stanton St. John, Oxford OX33 1HH.
Joyce PCW emulator for the PC.

OFFICE AN, ... e ettt e e, 01202 666155

10 Sterte Close, Poole, Dorset BH15 2AT.
Specialists in printer consumables, also some software and accessories.

Pinboard COMPULETS......... ..ot 01462 894410
Unit 9, Bondor Business Centre, Londen Road, Baldock, Herts SG7 6HP.

The best-known supplier of disc Drives, Pinboard also sell complete PCW systems.

PD BIAKE..........ooo ettt 01482 864230

99 Normandy Avenue, Beverley, E. Yorks HU17 8PR.
Leading supplier of PCW public domain software. Ask for a catalogue. Some commercial software also on sale.

ProtexXt SOFYWAENE.............o oo 01353 777006

Harrowden, 39 High Street, Sutton-in-the-Isle, Ely, Cambridgeshire CB6 2RA.
The second base of Protext and the home of Brian Watson’s 8 Bit magazine.

RASCAI SOFIWAIE..............oioieeee ettt eee et st et eeen et
29 Fell Croft, Dalton-in-Furness, Cumbria LA15 8DD.
Producers of Chordmaster, the guitar package for your PCW.

SD MICIOSYSEOIMS. ...t 07000 736427

PO Box 99, Thetford, Norfolk IP24 1NA.
A massive range of original softv_vare available. Also some hardware and the famous 3” drive reviver kit.

SOIENt PCW SEIVICES............oooiiiee et es s 01705 268780
20 Masefield Crescent, Waterlooville, Hants PO8 8JS.
PCW repairs, spares, upgrades and complete systems. Also a massive range of second hand software available.

THree INCHh SOTtWATE. ... 01908 690704

14 Cartaret Close, Willen, Milton Keynes MK15 9LD.
They sell the only thesaurus you can buy for LocoScript. Also the 9512 Rescue Kit and PCW Link.

BRIRNEH HROIETE o ereeesseessonsmnsfoncnstest ot Sesons 0 e s s s marrsepeon ey 01952 462135
Victoria Road, Shifnal, Shropshire TF11 8AF.
Small selection of PCW software.

98 SOFEWANE..........o.ooiieeee ettt ettt enr et en e ee et e s e e ee e eeero
84 Wincheap, Canterbury, Kent CT1 3RS.
Basic 98 - a major new programming add-on for the PCW.
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Langford

david langtord

OONER or later there comes the time

of the Big Decision to take the bull
between one’s teeth, the time when a man
has got to do what a man has got to do.
Yes, I finally got around to changing that
dodgy belt in Drive A of the ancestral
PCW 8512.

A small plug here to Brian Watson of
the Independent Eight Bit Association -
ieba@spheroid.demon.co.uk - who in mid-
1998 offered spare belts for one pound
apiece, post free. I bought a couple, put them
reverently on top of the PCW, and guiltily
avoided their gaze for several months. As
noted in PCW Today 1ssue 9, the computer
would still start if switched on and given a
few hours to get warm enough for its with-
ered old drive belt to regain a semblance of
youthful springiness. But as the months
went by, that warm-up time grew to many
hours....

After this display of laziness and pro-
crastination, it will come as no surprise that
I couldn’t face searching through the dusty
boxes housing my run of PCW Plus (still
incomplete - the final Christmas issue with
my last column is missing: hint, hint) for
one of those legendary how-to articles with
witty titles like “Belt Up!™ As a qualified
physicist, I should surely be able to tackle
this with effortless flair, panache and screw-
drivers.

Unfortunately the famous Amstrad cost-
cutting construction does make the whole
process more tortuous than expected, as you
grope among tightly packed components.
started obsessively counting the stages and
the growing piles of screws:

a) Remove the PCW keyboard connec-
tor and, in my case, the serial interface box
(two screws).

b) Remove monitor case (four screws,
two cunningly hard to reach). Be amazed
by the great wads of dust, fluff and mum-
mified insects which have accumulated
within. Note that these screws are not all
the same length ... er, which hole did which
one just come out of?
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¢) Remove monitor stand (two screws
plus two awkward lugs) ... perhaps not
strictly necessary, but it makes the thing
easier to manhandle. Discover how the lugs
and the two halves of the case are arranged
to make this incredibly difficult if, like cer-
tain Langfords of this parish, you first at-
tempt it before step (b).

d) Remove the main printed circuit
board from its slots - no screws but much
paranoia at the belated recollection of all
those anti-static precautions which one has
just failed to take.

e) Prise off incredibly fiddly disk drive
ribbon and power cables: more paranoia as
the latter, in particular, seems readier to
break off altogether than separate in the or-
thodox way. Pat oneself on the back for hav-
ing correctly done this to Drive A and not
Drive B.

f) Remove the Drive A mounting screws
(four of these, two almost inaccessible and
requiring extensive search for a screwdriver
with a longer blade). Hurray, we’ve got the
wretched drive out of the machine at last!

g) Remove the drive case screws (four)
and slide out the drive itself. Blow away
further startling quantities of fluff.

“Be amazed by the great
wads of dust, fluff and
mummified insects
which have
accumulated within”

h) Remove the drive’s front panel screws
(two). It’s around now that one has to go
and hunt for jeweller’s screwdrivers as the
standard tools prove to be too big.

1) Remove likely-looking screws hold-
ing little circuit board to one side of drive
(two). No use. Put them back again. Re-
member to tell readers to scan this saga all
the way to the end before committing copy-
cat crimes on their own PCWs.

picture - Martin Hoare

1) Try again with the larger circuit board

that covers the whole of the other side of

the drive mechanism (two screws). It is at

last possible to see where the belt actually
1s!

k)Remove the still more incredibly frag-
ile connector which prevents this larger cir-
cuit board from being tilted out. Maximum
paranoia as it seems about to disintegrate
in a fit of petulance.... Now the circuit board
can be tilted just far enough to allow access
to the belt pulleys.

1) Wrench out grotty old belt with for-
ceps. Try stretching it. Be amazed that this
limp, enfeebled thing could work the drive
even after hours of warm-up. Sternly sup-
press the Viagra jokes which spring to mind.

m) Thread the new one, the one step
which proves surprisingly easy: the big pul-
ley is the nearest to hand, and once the belt
18 loosely looped around this, you can shove
it with the blunt end of a pencil to stretch it
over the smaller, less accessible pulley. Get-
ting it twisted must be the thing to avoid ...
I was lucky first time.

n) Reassemble by undoing steps (k) to
(a) in reverse order, while wisely avoiding
(1). It 1s around now that you realise what a
stunningly good idea it would have been to
lay the screws on a sheet of paper with de-
tailed annotations about which goes where.
The hardest thing to re-insert is the inmost
drive-mount screw at step (f): getting it
aligned with its inconveniently placed hole
is reminiscent of pinning the tail on the don-
key, blindfold.

o) Blimey, the thing actually boots up!
Even from those start of day disks which
I"d filed as possible cases for Dave’s Disk
Doctor Service, since they seemed hopeless
even after the prescribed many hours of
warm-up. Well, well.

p) Pausing for a small prayer that the
less-used Drive B won’t go the same way
within the week, this would seem a good
time for a stiff drink. The most appropriate
cocktail is a Screwdriver.



How to Replace the Film Ribbon in a Used PCW Dot Matrix Cassette

—7\’ Snip tape foldover off the end of
Pull out the old film ribbon. Cut off the old film ribbon from the new film, and tape to winder
about 9" each end. end of old film.

? |

i»

Untape old film remnant and tape
ends of new film together.

Wind in new film until about 12" is
left showing (see "Winder Tip").

Pull out remains of old film to
expose the join with new film.

7 WINDER TIP

Turning the winder can be
a strain on the fingers.
Instead fashion a winder

4 out of stiff wire (e.g. a
large paperclip).

Prm——————eed

Handle

Driver g

Wind join into cassette.

So now you know how to do it.

All you need is the 12m refills.
Price £1.90 each™.

500 metre roll: £26.00*

We refill your cassette: £2.35*
New cassette (as diagram): £4.00*
Film roll for daisywheel: £1.60*
PCW fabrics re-inked: £2.35*

ATADD]IN K

16 Springwood Park
Edinburgh
EH16 6JL

*Please add £1.75 p&p per order

Payment by cheque or PO (not card) Tel: 0131 270 0538



1SD Microsystems,

PO BOX 99, THETFORD, ~
17P24 INA. Tel:07000 736427

Email: sdmicro@aol.com Web Site: members.aol.com/sdmicro

(Dept PC W)

PCW Software

Available on 3" or 3.5" disc for all PCWs or §

PcWs (except 16), complete with manuals. |

PERSONAL LEDGER.......oooooooo £24.95 [

Comprehensive home finance package. Maintains

bank, cash, credit card accounts, standing orders.

BUSINESS LEDGER.....vrvrrrrereee.ee. £29.95 §
Handles VAT, Profit/Loss analysis "cash-book” style.

SRALL TRADER s sen £49.95

Integrated accounts, stock and invoicing package.

AUTO-DISCAT UEWD.................. £12.50
Insert a disc and this program reads the DIR and

prints neat labels, saves the file listing and more.

SUPER LABELLER.. v ssammussanses £1495 §
Label & letterhead maker for any Epson-compatible. ;;:
Mix text & pictures in your own customised designs. |3
MAILING MANAGER........c...ceeene. £14.95 ¢
Simplified Address File Manager and Label Printer. g

DTP/GRAPHICS

MICRO DESIGN 2......ccoeeeenee. £29.95 @
Brilliant full-featured DeskTop Publisher at a budget
price! Works on all PCWs(not 16) and with most
printers including 9 or 24 pin dot matrix and Inkjets. |
MD/LOCOSCRIPT 4 CLIP ART PACK £19.95 §
500 Plus Heady -Drawn Pictures in MDA format. {8

@ £5.00 per disc or any four for £15.00. f
PRINTMASTER 1 Fun DTP program for posters etc.[§
PRINTMASTER 2 Extra Graphics and Utilities.
SPREADSHEET Great for costings & calculations.
STD DECODER Enter a code, this shows the town.
BRIT-MAP Plots a screen map of the UK with towns. |
INSTANT-MENU Loco-style Front-End for CP/M.
MS-DISK Transfers files <>3" PCW & 3.5" PC discs.
MORSE CODE TUTOR Learn via the PCW beeper!
WP/PRINTER TOOLBOX Numerous useful utilities.
LOCOQ LOGIC Six programs especially for DR-Logo. §
PCW DRAUGHTS Great graphical board-game. |
APPLEJACK Jump up and try to grab the apples.
CHIP CRICKET Good one-day game simulation.
MAZE MANIA Many hours of challenging fun. v
PCW ADVENTURES Featuring Bestiary & Quest.  §

Cribbage, dice and dominoes game selection

ENTERTAINMENT all @ £9.95§

TOP 20 GAMES DISC 001

Blitz, Defender, Patience, Cricket, Squash etc
TOP 20 GAMES DISC 002

3D Oxo, Yahtzy, Word Shuffle, Splat, Sup etc.
TOP 20 GAMES DISC 003

Startrek, Tetris, Pontoon, Ludo, Bandit & more.
PCW CHALLENGE (18 plus)

Formula 1, Strip Poker and Space Command.
SUPER LEAGUE SOCCER

Manage your club to league and cup success.
GAMES DISC PLUS

Presents mathematics problems in a fun way. |

EDUCATION all @ £9.95
JUNIOR PLAYTIME

10 games designed to stretch young minds.
SCHOOL'S OUT

4 in a row, Hangman, Wordsearch, Reversi.
ULTIMATE QUIZ

Multi-choice quizzes including Highway Code.
ULTIMATE SUMS

BUDGET SOFTWARE sclecion §

PCW SOLUTIONS/SUPPLIES ¢
THREE INCH DRIVE REVIVER...£12.50 |
DIY repair kit with new belt, cleaner, instructions
DAISY WHEEL SERVICE KIT.....£10.00
Includes new hammer armature and instruction
BJ REFILLS £9.95(blackx2) £14.95 (colx3)
INK CARTRIDGES: BC-01 or BC-02 £14.95
BLACK RIBBONS (all PCW models)...£4.95
Disc Storage Box (30x3" or 40x3.5")...£5.95
CF2 3" (Japanese, recycled) PER 5..£12.50

3.5" DSDD DISCS (720K), PER 10.....£5.00
3.5" DF{IVE HEAD CLEANER .............

POST/PA CKING Please add £1 per item or

maximum £2.00 per order. State PCW type/ ¢
disc size when orderning. Send an SAE for |
a copy of our complete A5 calalogue. We
also supply 3.5" Drives under £50, alternative |,
printers. including inkjets, Locoscript Software’s |
range, 2nd user PCs from £99, PCW equipmen
Amstrad CPC and IBM compatible PC products
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