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GEM HARD DISK

Gem40 233.5
Gem40 + 512K 263.50
Gem40 + 1024K 283.50
Gem40 + 1536K 303.50
Gem40 Il 389.50
Gem40 Il + 512K 419.50
Gem40 Il + 1024K 439.50
Gem40 Il + 1536K 459.50
Parallel Port Option 14.50
DC Power Adaptor 17.63
ACCESSORIES
USA Interface Convertor 14.50

(converts USA/German expansion
port to a UK PCW connr - bolts on)

Parallel Printer Adaptor 26.44
(CPS8256 equivalent Printer port)
Parallel Printer Cable 5.88

SPRINTER CPU ACCELERATOR

Sprinter 68.15
Sprinter 512K 99.50
Sprinter 1024K 119.50
Fitting Charge (if req'd) 29.38

SPEEDPRINT PRINT SPOOLER

SpeedPrint 128K 49.50
SpeedPrint 256K 60.50
SpeedPrint 512K 76.50
SpeedPrint 1024K 98.50
SpeedPrint 1536K 119.00
SpeedPrint 2048K 139.00

InSyder 9512 internal HARD DISK

InSyder40 189.50
InSyder40 + 512K 219.50
InSyder40 + 1024K 239.50
InSyder40 + 1536K 259.50
Fitting Charge (if req'd) 29.38

Cirtech have products that will improve every
part of the PCW system. From the innovative
Flash Drive to the legendary Sprinter through to
the lightning fast GEM and InSyder Hard Drives!
There has never been a better time to upgrade
your PCW!

You can dramatically improve the performance of
vour PCW without a large investment or new

software!

A revolution in storage technology!

Flash Drive is a brand new type of disk storage device for the PCW. It is a
completely silent, solid state disk drive designed to get your favourite PCW
programs up and running in a few seconds.

All you need do is copy your existing PCW start of day disks (LocoScript and
CP/M) onto Flash Drive (using the easy to use software supplied) and it is
ready for immediate use! Flash drive will startup LocoScript and/or CP/M in a
fraction of the time of a slow floppy disk drive! And there is more! You can
also use Flash Drive to store your most useful phrases, fonts and any other
commonly used data files - making them all instantly available any time you
need them. Flash Drive is fully compatible with LocoScript (v2.56 and v3.06
onwards), the Network, MicroDesign and all standard CP/M programs (using
CP/M v1.15/2.15 or higher). Flash Drive is available with a capacity of 1024K
(nearly one and a half times the size of a PCW floppy drive) OR with a massive
2048K for power users!

Flash Drive is a miniature add-on pack that simply plugs onto the expansion
port of any PCW model. It is based upon a brand new state of the art
nonvolatile memory technology for the ultimate in reliability.

Flash Drive prices start at an amazing £65 for the 1024K model - only £95 for the
2048K model! An optional feed through version for attaching additional
expansion packs is £15 extra inc.

Perfecting the PCW!

CIRTECH (UK) Ltd, Monksford Stables, Newtown St Boswells, MELROSE, TD6 ORU
4=a Tel: 01835823898 Fax: 01835 822471 email sales@cirtech.co.uk g=
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Strictly limited copies of
issue 6, Summer 97 are
available at £2.50 each.
Sorry, issues 1-5 have
now completely sold out.
If there is enough
demand we may
consider reprinting some
copies of these editions
in future. Cheques for
back issues should be
payable to "PCW Today"
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of advertisements that PCW '
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Although every advertisement is .
carefully checked, occasionally !
mistakes may occur. :

PCW Today cannot be held ;
responsible for the quality or H
service provided by the ;
advertisers in this magazine. ;

INSIGHT ONE

OPTICAL CHARACTER RECOGNITION SYSTEM

Now only £29.95 (requires a scanner)

“Philosoft have triumphed” - PCW Today
“Insight shows that you just can't write off the PCW" - PCW Plus

GRAFLINK 2 upgrade for MasterScan £19.95
AVAILABLE ONLY FROM:

D) PHILOSOFT

57 Llwyn-Onn, Penderyn, Aberdare, Wales CF44 9XY

E-mail: omtom@globalnet.co.uk
Credit Cards accepted

Tel: 01685 813978
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HELLO and welcome to the latest edition of PCW Today. As you've
probably already noticed, we've put the price up. A yearly subscription now
costs £8, with the cover-price rising to £2.10.

I hope you will understand the reasons for this price-hitch - our first ever!
We've been on the road for a year and a half now, and in that time we've
grown tremendously, both in size and readership. Starting from an
extremely low financial base, PCW Today has increased in size, with every
single issue. Thanks to some very supportive advertisers, we have managed
to keep on growing. However, there is a limit, and we finally reached it.
The extra £2 a year, will enable us to continue growing at the same
dramatic rate in the future. Of course, these new rates will not come into
play until your current subscription runs out.

Over the last few months, together with several companies, we've been
working behind the scenes in efforts to raise the profile of PCW Today.
You should start to see the evidence of this very soon, so watch out. If all
goes well, PCW Today is all set to hit the big-time.

We're hopeful of expanding our circulation to 2000 - that's an incredible
third of the old PCW Plus readership! As a PCW user, you can expect
exciting time's ahead. We're out to prove that the PCW is far from dead,

and with your help we'll do it!

In this issue, we've instituted a few changes, but don't worry, Club News
and The Tipsters will be back next time. Please do keep those newsletters
and tips coming. I should also tell you that we've got a spanking-new
telephone number - it's 01642 823117 - our address stays the same. Also, if
your subscription is due, all cheques should now be made payable to:

"PCW Today". Enjoy the magazine!

Yours as ever,

Adsian

e il

Adrian Braddy, Editor.
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NEWS Why nothing's changed at Alan
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LETTERS Another selection of letters
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COVER FEATURE We review a
stunning selection of brand new software

PCW 16 TUTORIAL Making the most
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column on the world of budget software
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DTP FEATURE How to print full-colour
doucuments from MicroDesign
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technology that could transform your PCW
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®No change at Amstrad
® PCW on the PC
®'[6 prices slashed

Exclusive: "Nothing's
changed but the name”

OVER THE summer, the
business pages of the Sunday
papers were full of stories
proclaiming the death of Amstrad.
Betacom plc rose from the ashes
of the old company, but many
critics believed things would never
be the same.

In fact, that could not be further from
the truth. Cliff Lawson, the public face
of Betacom explained: “There have
been absolutely no changes whatsoever.
The fact is that it's the same people, in
the same building, doing the same jobs
- and getting paid the same money -
unfortunately! In fact the only thing
that's different is the sign above the
door that says Betacom plc rather than
Amstrad plc. Well that's a lie actually,
the sign still says Amstrad.

"“That name is the strongest trading
name Betacom owns. As far as users

computer all in one box with some
extremely advanced electronics.
Ultimately there won't be things like
the PCW 16, the household will just
have one massively powerful piece of
computing equipment that does
everything including word processing,
home finance, games, internet and so
on. It will probably all live inside the
telly which will have a proper 16:9
high-resolution display. This isn't all
going to happen in the first wave but
in 5-10 years time that's the way
everything will be integrated together.

"It's for these reasons that you'll have
seen Microsoft buying up cable and
satellite TV companies left, right and
centre. They are also getting the latest
Internet Explorer to offer "channels”
as they will be the start of the drawing
together of computers, TV, radio and
the rest.”

are concerned they're still going to see
stuff in the shops with the Amstrad brand
on them, for many years to come. The
majority will never know about the share
shuffling deal, which, at the end of the day,
is all it was. It wouldn't surprise me if one
day we go the whole hog and just change
the name back from Betacom plc to
Amstrad plc.

“Things look very rosy at present. The
team in Brentwood is now effectively back
to what it was in the late 80s. We even re-
employed Bob Watkins as the new CEO,
he used to be Director of Engineering back
in the time of the CPC, original PCW and

M So that's what he looks like! It's Cliff Lawson

1512. What's more, we're very busy, we
have won part of the BSkyB digital satellite
contract. This means Betacom will be one
of the four manufacturers making digital set-
top boxes for SKY which will be huge
business for us.

"If you don't know what a DSTB is now,
don't worry, in the coming years you most
definitely will. A set top box is effectively
the piece of household consumer electronics
that will bring together all the functions
currently performed by a TV, satellite
receiver, internet terminal and home
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While Betacom are once again
heavily involved at the forefront of
technology, they haven't forgotten about the
PCW. CIiff Lawson told PCW Today: "The
current model is selling and there isn't much

point in changing things - if it aint broke
don't fix it! Remember that the PCW 16 is
just a year old so it would be a bit
premature to consider doing anything to
change it right now. In the first few months
there were a couple of problems in the
software that took it from the original
launch version 1.04 up to 1.11 However,
since I issued 1.11 in April there have been
no more major bugs reported and the
software seems to be totally static now."



News

New emulator brings
CP/M to the PC

PCW PROGRAMMER, John Elliott
has developed the first true PCW
emulator for the PC. Known as Joyce,
the package has been released on the
internet as freeware.

The software can emulate the Z80 chip,
the PCW screen, the keyboard and just
about everything else, including that famous
beep. What sets Joyce apart from other
emulators such as MYZ80 is that it will
run just about any PCW software. With
the program in operation, you can use any
3.5" PCW start-up disks in the PC drive.
Uniquely, all PCW graphics are
implemented.

Joyce 1.20 can operate with a colour
screen and there is even an emulated hard-
drive of up to 100MB in LocoScript and
up to 40MB under CP/M. John Elliott
plans to further improve the emulator in
future. He uses Joyce to write new PCW
software, now that his PCW has started

playing up.

If you want a copy of Joyce, you can

download it from: http:/www.seasip.demon.

co.uk/pcw.html Before you can use it,
you'll have to unzip it with PKUNZIP-D.
Unfortunately we can't get it to work, so
we can't give it a full review. However, it
is apparently very good.

Betacom slash prices
in time for Christmas

THE PCW 16 is now sold by several
major companies including Dixons,
Currys, PC World and Argos. All
retailers have recently reduced the
price of the PCW 16 to £200 giving
rise to fears that the new computer is
struggling.

Betacom's Cliff Lawson said this is not the
case: "The price drop has been made
because Christmas is approaching and it's
traditional for us to do this sort of thing. A
lot of Amstrad and Betacom products are
very seasonal and the PCW 16 is especially
so - at £200 I guess it would make the
perfect stocking-filler."

Meanwhile PCW 16 users have been dealt
a double blow with the news that Protext
and Route Planner will not be developed
for the machine. Protext Software's Brian
Watson said: "I do not believe the potential
sales warrant developing Protext 16.
Unfortunately, the '16 has attracted a lot of
bad press and the level of sales it deserves
have not been generated.”

One '16 package that is definitely going
ahead is Inventory Master. The latest beta
version we have received seems to be bug-
free, so we expect an imminent release.
Inventory Master will be available from
ComSoft on 0141 5544735, priced £24.95.

Latest version
of LocoScript 4
is launched

LOCOSCRIPT Software have
launched the full version of their
latest word processor - LocoScript 4 -
with it's exciting new graphics
capabilities. There is also a new
“Export to Loco 3" option to increase
MicroDesign compatibility, and there
are no bugs! There is a full review on
page 8.

Meanwhile, LocoScript have announced
that all PCW Today readers who buy
LocoFile, can get LocoMail free. That's an
amazing saving of £29.95 on the popular
Loco add-ons. Contact 01306 747757 for
further details. LocoScript also aim to
unveil their new glossy catalogue in time
for Christmas.

More software
on its way from
P.D. Blake

PUBLIC Domain provider, P.D Blake
has expanded his range still further.
His latest release is Desk Pro, a
package that replaces MasterBase.
The feature packed database costs

just £6, plus a 3.5 disc. All
MasterBase files are fully-compatible.

Also now available from the copying
service, are a huge range of LocoScript 4
graphics and the famous LocoScript screen
saver. The address for sales has changed.
Now contact: 99 Normandy Avenue,
Beverley, E. Yorks HU17 8PR.

Route Planner is finally finished and
ready to hit the road

ROUTEPLANNER, the long awaited
motoring software from Comsoft, has
finally hit the road. Richard Fairhurst,
the writer of the software, had to
overcome major obstacles in the
conversion from CPC to PCW.
However, all the bugs have been fixed

and if you have ordered Routeplanner,
you should get it soon.

Industry bosses are hopeful that this
latest big-release will give the PCW the
boost it needs. One trade source told
PCW Today: "We are at a critical stage in

the life of the PCW, if we get it right now,
the PCW will last another ten years.
Routeplanner could be the perfect tonic."

Routeplanner costs £24.95 and is available
from Comsoft, 0141 5544735, or SD
MicroSystems, 0700 736427/01593 483750.
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Letters

-

DOWN UNDER

Dear Editor: As an Australian PCW user,
I thought you might like a brief history of
the PCW over here.

Amstrad launched the PCW here in the
mid-80s. They were reasonably well
promoted and supported, and they sold
many thousands over the next two or three
years. However, with the advent of
Windows in the hitherto user-unfriendly
IBM environment, plus the rather high
cost of Amstrad support and 3" floppy
dises (CF2DD discs were $16 each then!!)
PCW sales declined rapidly and commercial
support had virtually ceased in this country
by the early 90s. Even our local magazine -
The Amstrad User - suffered a name
change and became PC orientated in Jan 91.
Consequently, the majority of remaining
PCW users were left to their own devices,
while some found support from a variety of
clubs, others were convinced that their
machines were beyond economic repair and
they should invest in the new and powerful
IBM clones. In most cases all they needed
was a new drive belt or two and a bit of
encouragement.

Most of the clubs and user groups have
faded away, although we do have one here
in Brisbane. However I believe there are
still quite a few PCW owners battling away
on their own - still using LocoScript 1 to
write their memoirs or whatever, because
they haven't heard of anything later! Trying
to contact them, however, is quite a
problem, because there are no local PCW
publications and few of them would be on
the internet.

Hope I haven't bored you too much, but I
thought you might like an insight into what
it's like to be a PCW user on the other
side of the world with little support other

Letters from
the Mailbag

Send your letters to us at: The Mailbag, 150 Oxford Road,
Middlesbrough, Teesside TS5 5EL.

than through the internet and magazines
such as yours.
Mike Mackenzie, Australia

PCW Today: The situation over there
sounds like an amplified version of what we
get in Britain. We too have the problems of
mis-information and over-zealous salesmen.
Its all part of being a PCWer.

WHAT BUGS?

Dear Editor: I am at a loss to understand
why LocoScript 4 has had so many critics.
It is by far the best word processor I have
ever come across. As for bugs - what bugs?
I now use LocoScript in preference to
MicroDesign because it is a lot simpler and
quicker. In fact, my only problem is with
the slow printing and the fact that a graphic
must be on the same disc as the document.

I whole-heartedly recommend LocoScript 4
to anyone and if you've already got Loco 3,
how can you hesitate to upgrade? £20 is
nothing in today's software terms!

Peter Smith, Oldham

PCW Today: Well it's always good to
hear such strong recommendations. I'm
sure LocoScript will be offering you a job
as publicist very soon!

PCW Today: Blushing madly! I'm glad
you like the magazine, unfortunately,
although we'd love to go monthly, it’s not
exactly practical at the moment.

MAKE IT MONTHLY

Dear Editor: What can I say, terrific
magazine, top writers, superb content, great
presentation. I've got a serious addiction
problem - I can't get enough of your
magazine. The only trouble is, the last two
issues I've finished at the breakfast table,
and then I've got to wait for another three
months for the next one. What's stopping
you from going monthly.

Mark Fenton, Stockton on Tees
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DODGY SALESMEN

Dear Editor: I already own an 8256 and a
9512, so when the PCW 16 came out, I
had to get one. After scraping together
enough money, I went down to the local
branch of a "leading high-street store".
There, crammed between the rival over-
priced word processors, sat the '16. It was
on, so I had a go and was impressed.

A salesman hovered over to just behind my
shoulder with the usual "can I help you"
line. I told him I wanted to buy a PCW '16.
He immediately confided with me that it
wasn't much good - there was no software
with it and I'd be far better splashing out
£1000 on a PC. I told him I had come to
get the '16 and what sort of printer deals
could they do. He then showed his utter
ignorance by telling me that no modern
printers would work with it. The thing was
in fact useless. Needless to say, I walked
out of the store in disgust. I have since
bought the '16 from PC World and was
most impressed - they even had a salesman
with taste - he loved PCWs and his eyes lit
up when I mentioned my 9512.

Frank Jones, Southport

PCW Today: Your experience is by no
means isolated. In fact it seems to be
worryingly common.
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il;ocoFile and Loconail

LocoFile and LocoMail are available for all models of PCW.
Normally LocoFile costs £39.95 and LocoMail £29.95,
but as a special offer to PCW Today readers,

order LocoFile and get LocoMail free!
Both products include comprehensive user guides
and work with LocoScript 2, 3 or 4.

If you have LocoScript 1, you will need to upgrade to LocoScript 4.

To order, fill in and return this coupon, or call 01306 747757

O 14d like LocoFile and LocoMail for my PCW £39.95
Special PCW Today price includes LocoMail FREE!

Name: Payment by:
Address: [0 Cheque to LocoScript Software
[0 Access/Mastercard/Visa/Switch
IINNNENRRNRNRNENENY
= e wa 1] L1 2
PCW Model Drive A: 3" / 3%”

Signature:

Get sorted with
LocoFile and use your
PCW’s full potential

Your PCW can be much,
much more than a word
processor. With LocoFile it's
ideal for keeping records
too.

LocofFile is as easy to use as
a manual card index. And
as a bonus, it keeps your
cards in order for you
automatically. So it'’s a
simple task to keep track of
everything from names and
addresses to details of your
photograph collection.

It's easy to look up
information — just ask
LocoFile to look for cards
containing a word, a value
or a phrase and it will
search for you.

Whether you use your PCW
for correspondence, your
business, your church or for
a club or society, LocoFile
will be instantly useful.
Keep your Christmas card
list, notes for a thesis, ... The
range of ways LocoFile can
save you time and effort is
endless.

And use LocoFile’s partner
LocoMail to produce
standard letters, print labels,
lists — directly from your
LocofFile cards.

-\
LOCOSCRIPT
SOFTWARE

10 Vincent Works
Dorking, Surrey RH4 3H]
Phone: 01306 747757
Fax: 01306 885529
www.locomotive.com




Software Frenzy

-

THE BATTLE has been a long and
bitter one. Protext or LocoScript -
which is the best PCW word
Processor? Well that argument has
finally been put to rest - by
LocoScript Software.

Release Two of LocoScript 4 is, without
doubt, the best word processor for the
PCW. Some would argue that it is actually
the best word processor on any platform.
And, when used in conjunction with the
Loco family of Spell, Mail and File, it does
take some beating.

The long awaited second release of
LocoScript 4 has several improvements on
the earlier version, most notably its
graphical capabilities. LocoScript 4 can now
deal with MicroDesign 3 MDA graphic
files. Despite rumours in several magazines,
it does not matter which version of
MicroDesign 3 you have, the graphics will
all be compatible with Loco4.

Unlike DTP programs like MicroDesign,
you cannot see the graphic on the screen.
Loco 4 deals with images as it deals with
style codes. In other words, you can only
see that a graphic is there, when you
choose to display style codes. Then, a
picture is indicated by the code (picture).

To use pictures in your text requires
forward planning. The images you intend to
use must either be on the same disc as
your document or on Drive M. Images that
you use regularly such as a club logo are
best kept at hand, so copy them to your
start of day disc as you would fonts, and
they will be copied to M: on start up.

Your LocoScript disc comes with a
number of pictures already installed. But
these are very limited and are really only
useful for practice runs. You should really
get hold of some MicroDesign graphics,
easily obtainable from various companies
and clubs. Be sure to ask for MDA
graphics only, otherwise you will need to
use MicroDesign to convert the CUT files.

Once you have the pictures you want, on
your disc or M: drive, you can add them to

the document. The New Picture command
is at the bottom of the Layout menu,
accessed by pressing [f2]. Select this and
you are returned to the Disc Management
Screen. Don't panic, you have not lost all
your work, you will be prompted to select a
picture file. Simply move the cursor to the
file and press [ENTER] twice. Instantly
you will return to the document, with
another unfamiliar menu confronting you.
This is the Picture menu. This gives you
the options to re-scale the image, to your
liking. The picture is measured in characters
at 10 per inch and lines at 6 per inch, to
give you some idea of scale. However, it is
best to leave the picture width and height
and instead change the horizontal and
vertical scaling. These range from 0.25x to
4x. A wider range than in MicroDesign.

LocoScript 4 treats every picture as a
rectangle, as it was saved from within
MicroDesign. This means that the text will
not wrap around the curves of the picture.

Printing a document in LocoScript 4 that
includes pictures is slower than printing
without, however it is an acceptable speed
and compares favourably with MicroDesign
printing. The quality of print outs are
excellent and while graphics may not appear
on the screen, they certainly print out in
their full glory.

LocoScript 4 will not easily print out
graphics in more than one colour, but it is
possible with a colour separation technique.
For those of you who are less adventurous,
pictures will print out in any of the seven
colours that the text will, providing you
have a colour printer.

LocoScript will never be a desktop
publisher, but when used in harmony with
MicroDesign, it comes pretty close.
Wonderful effects can be achieved that put
rivals like Word 6 to shame. The truth is
that many PC word processors have no
graphics capabilities whatsoever and if they
do, they are clumsy and restrictive. After a
bit of practice, LocoScript 4 can produce
admirable results.

Apart from the graphics side, Release Two
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LocoScript 4 Release 2

The latest version of LocoScript comes with new graphics capabilities

includes a couple of other new features.
Firstly all the bugs have gone and
LocoScript now works smoothly and
speedily once again. There is no more slow
scrolling through pages with columns and
printing has speeded up enormously.
Another welcome bonus is the new
"Export to Loco 3" option, which appears
in the [f1] Actions menu in Disc
Management. This options means that your
documents can be used with programs like
MicroDesign 3 or LocoLink for Windows.
These programs will not accept standard
LocoScript 4 documents. Simply converting
your documents solves this little problem.

LocoScript 4 Release 2 comes with a new
manual, once again in a startling shade of
pink. This well written guide covers all the
new features of LocoScript 4 including
colour printing and columns, but it assumes
a knowledge of LocoScript 3. I am unsure
what new users, or former LocoScript 1
users are supposed to do. Bewildering
features such as scalable fonts go
unexplained.

LocoScript 4 is a brilliant advance on
LocoScript 3 and deserves every success.
Well done to LocoScript Software for
sticking with the old computer. If you want
the best out of your PCW, get LocoScript
4. At just £39.95, it is hardly going to burn
a hole in your wallet. In future, there may
be further versions of LocoScript, but for
the moment, we can't see how they can
improve on this one!

LocoScript 4 is available from LocoScript
Software, 10 Vincent Works, Dorking,
Surrey RH4 3HJ. Phone 01306 747757.
You can buy LocoScript 4 with an Epson
Stylus Color 600 printer for just £279,
contact LocoScript for further details.

LOCOSCRIPT 4 RELEASE 2

Price £39.95 Company LocoScript
Telephone 01306 747757

PCW Today Rating



and the epsoN Stylus

Color 600 Printer

a great combination for £279

(plus £49.95 if you need a printer interface)
and if you want to continue with your existing
PCW matrix printer

LocoScript 4 will give you all this except colour
for just £39.95

Add pictures to your
LocoScript
documents

Print in colour

Use a range of great
typefaces

Print newspaper style
columns

Print different type
sizes, from small print
to tall headlines

Print multi-column
sheets of labels

Includes a word
count

Scrolls 3 times faster
than the original
LocoScript

Print a range of pages
or just odd or even

pages

To order, fill in and return this coupon, or call 01306 747757

O V'd like LocoScript 4 for my Amstrad PCW printer £39.95
] V'd like LocoScript 4 and the Stylus 600 printer £279.00
O ! need an extra printer interface £49.95
Payment by:
[0 Cheque to LocoScript Software
[0 Access/Mastercard/Visa/Switch

HHHIIIHIIH [ L[]
= Pt wal 1] | e |

PCW Model Drive A: 3" / 32"

Name:
Address:

Signature:

LOCOSCRIPT
SOFTWARE

10 Vincent Works
Dorking, Surrey RH4 3H]
Phone: 01306 747757
Fax: 01306 885529
www.locomotive.com
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Exclusive: RoutePlanner

It's here at last, and we've got the first review

AT LAST, after months of waiting
and wondering, RoutePlanner has
finally arrived. We've talked about it
for ages, so does it live up to
expectations? Ask a silly question -
Richard Fairhurst didn't keep us on
tenter-hooks for nothing - this is an
absolute gem.

RoutePlanner is up-there with
MicroDesign and LocoScript as a PCW
giant. Hopefully it should give the aging
Amstrad the boost it needs. Without a
doubt, this is the biggest PCW release in
years, eclipsing even the surprise
LocoScript 4.

The package is truly original, there has
never been a program of this kind for the
PCW, ever. Okay, so it was written for
the CPC first, but this version is far
superior. Essentially, RoutePlanner will
find you the best route between any two
places in mainland Britain, in a matter of
seconds. It is very similar to the acclaimed
PC software - AutoRoute Express. Anyone
with a car will find this an essential buy.

The RoutePlanner screen is extremely
attractive, making superb use of both
graphics and space. The majority of the
screen is taken up by a line-drawn map of
Britain (excluding Ireland), with the major
cities pin-pointed. To the right of the map,
the journey details appear once you have
entered them. Below this are a set of great
little icons. A traffic cone is used for the
"avoid black-spots” option. Quit is accessed
from a "motorway ends" sign. These are a
couple of examples of the subtle touches
that together make this program a sure-fire
hit.

To access the various screen options, you
use the on-screen pointer, which looks
exactly like the mouse arrow in
MicroDesign. Sadly, you won't be able to
use a mouse this time. Instead, the pointer
is moved by the arrow keys. Holding down
[SHIFT] speeds up the pointer and
pressing the grid “hash" key in the centre
has the same effect as the right mouse
button. To select a function, you move the

pointer over it and ‘click’ with the hash key.
This may sound a little complicated and it is
true that it does take some getting used to,
but after a little practice, you'll probably
prefer it to the mouse.

To zoom into the map is very easy. Just
move the pointer to the area you want to
see and press the [+] key. Continue pressing
this key and you zoom further into the map.
The further in you go, the more detail is
shown. You can zoom from 1 to 32, with
the zoom-level always displayed at the
bottom left of the map. Viewing at 32x
reveals the most, roads are labelled, minor
roads appear and more place names are
shown. In places where town names would
overlap, only one is shown. However,
strangely, some quite major place names are
missed for this reason.

It is possible to move around the map by

using the scroll bars at the sides of the map.

These enable you to move without zooming
in and out. You can also click anywhere on
the solid map of Britain, shown at the right
of the screen, and you will move to that
point on the main map.

Planning a journey is easy. Clicking on the
rectangle at the bottom of the page brings
up a list of place names, all in alphabetical
order. Press the first letter of the town
name, where you will start your journey
from. A list of all towns beginning with that
letter is shown in a window. Move the
cursor down to the correct town and
highlight it. Then click on the "From"
button. Repeat this procedure for the
destination town, only clicking on "To" at
the end. Click "OK" to accept your choices
and the two names will appear on the top
right of the screen. Now click on "Fastest"
and your route will be calculated.

The calculation takes a little time, but no-
where near as long as I was expecting.
Around 30 seconds is usual. The route will
be shown on the map as a bold line.
Clicking "Fastest" again gives full details of
turnings and cities along the route. This can
be saved to disc or printed out, for
reference during the journey.
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It is possible to customise the route if you
are not happy with what RoutePlanner
suggests. If you do not drive at the speeds
that RoutePlanner expects, it is possible to
change this by clicking on the speedometer
icon at the bottom of the screen. You can
input your speed on all types of roads.

If you want, you can ask RoutePlanner to
avoid black-spots. You may not wish to
take the motorways or to go through big
cities. Just click a place on the map or
itinerary and click "OK". Then with one
click of the traffic cone icon, you will avoid
that particular black spot.

RoutePlanner will also let you estimate up
to four routes at one time, this is handy if
you want to plan your route in separate
legs. Each route is shown in the box at the
top right of the screen.

Saving a map is easy. RoutePlanner has a
handy export option included, again with
it's own icon. This enables you to save the
currently-displayed map as an MDA file,
for use in MicroDesign.

If you can afford the reasonable £24.95
price tag and you drive a car, you simply
must get a copy of RoutePlanner. It is
certainly one of the most exciting products
ever to be seen on the PCW. Even if you
can't drive, I'd recommend RoutePlanner.
It's great fun to use and makes a handy
atlas, it may even persuade you to take up
lessons!

Route Planner is available from ComSoft,
10 McIntosh Court, Wellpark, Glasgow,
Tel 0141 554 4735. It is also availabel from
SD MicroSystems on 01953 483750.

ROUTE PLANNER

Price £24.95 Company ComSoft
Telephone (0141) 554 4735

PCW Today Rating
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Inventory Master

A novel new package for the PCW 16

THE THREAT of robbery or
accident worries everybody. If you've
experienced the shock of a car
accident, or the trauma of a burglary,
then you'll know just how unwilling
you are to give insurance details to
the police. The valuation process is
not something you do best in a state
of shock. All those dreaded forms and
sums - not a task for the faint-hearted.

The answer is, of course, to do all your
valuations before the inevitable happens.
Then at least, you'll be ready to face those
dreaded forms. Insurance companies
heartily recommend it, so why don't more
of us do it? The answer is simple, it's too
complicated. We just can't face that tricky
task because it might never happen to us.

PCW 16 users could soon have the perfect
solution. ComSoft are set to launch the
excellent Inventory Master to an expectant
market. This unique software will enable
you to make an inventory or check-list of
all your possessions, room by room, giving
details of the serial number and the original
and replacement cost. Keep your
information on disc, or on paper and it
could save a lot of hassle.

Inventory Master will run from disc or

from the Cabinet and comes with an
excellent manual and comprehensive on-
screen help. On loading up, you are
presented with an example of what the '16
will do graphics-wise. A great little picture
of a house springs up while you are
loading. In the main screen, it becomes
clear that the program is similar to other
'16 packages and is very easy to use.
Across the top of the screen are 10
graphical icons which act as short-cuts to
various functions.

The first time you boot up, the first job is
to list your insurance policies. There are
three - Home, Motor and Undefined.
These should be more than enough for the
majority of needs. There is space for you
to type in the insurance company name,
address, policy number and cover for each
policy.

Inventory Master has pre-set a list of
rooms from a typical home. Obviously,
you will need to change this, as not all of
us have a mansion! You can add, edit or
delete rooms. Each room makes up a file,
and you must enter the contents of each of
the rooms. There is a limit of 250 items
but who has that many things in one room
anyway? If you do, simply divide your
rooms up into sections.

Listing the contents of each room is an
arduous task, but it has to be done. There
are spaces for details, serial number, where
and when purchased, replacement cost and
re-sale value. This can be quite a tricky
task. When exactly did you buy that 8256?
If you can't remember, just take an
educated guess, the program won't let you
continue unless you have completed every
field.

One little glitch that I spotted here is that
the space given for the serial number is not
long enough for all numbers. As I only
have a beta-version this may be corrected
in the full-release version.

Once you have finished you can be mighty
proud, and filling those forms will be easy.
It would be wise to keep a printed copy
and a disc away from your house, because
fire does not discriminate.

This is a terrific program and there has
obviously been a lot of thought and time
put into it. If we keep getting packages like
this, the future of the '16 is safe. ComSoft
have not released Inventory Master yet,
but our latest beta copy seems bug free, so
a launch cannot be far off. When it is
available, it will cost just £24.95 and
ComSoft can be contacted at: 0141 5544735.

Desk Pro database

The latest software from P.D. Blake

SOFTWARE whizz, PD Blake, didn't
think much of our review of his last
product, MasterBase, so he went off
and completely re-wrote the program.
The result was Deskpro and we like
what we see.

Deskpro is described in the manual as
"Probably one of the fastest and most user-
friendly databases available for the PCW".
Well obviously that's a little biased, but at
just £6 I don't think you can go wrong
with this terrific product.

As with MasterBase, there are again,
plenty of databases. Probably one for
every task you would ever need. The pre-
set databases include an address book, a
notepad and various large multi-purpose
databases. There's even a home-inventory
database, which is essentially a scaled
down version of the software reviewed
above, so if you've got an older PCW, it is
possible to use it for Home Inventories
too.

All the faults of MasterBase have been

sorted. It is now possible to flick through
each file, or to list them. You can even
search for a particular keyword. It is
possible to print-out all of the files in one
database in a list, or you can just print the
one you need.

There is also a sophisticated screen saver
control, and a selection of disc, file and
print utilities. All in all, this package is
definitely the best public domain database
on the market Contact 01482 864230. after
Tpm for more details.
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AS THE first serious piece of PCW
16 software, Account Manager has got
a lot to prove. Critics have said that
the ‘16 will never be big enough to
support its own software and any
software written for it won't be very
good.

Well, if Accounts Manager had a point to
make, it does so very well. Written by an
Amstrad programmer, it has the feel of a
well-made package and has everything
home users will need to monitor their bank
account and finances.

In truth, Roseanne is a superb operating
system and when fully utilised, programs
written for it are incredibly user-friendly.
Account Manager is extremely easy to use,
and is the most user-friendly accounts
package I have ever come across.

The program runs in the same way as all
'16 programs. It can be accessed from
either the cabinet or from disc. Although
loading from the cabinet is unbelievably
fast - around four seconds - I would
recommend booting from the disc. The
increased loading-time will be compensated
for by the amount of cabinet space you will
save.

The screen you are presented with looks
very similar to all '16 screens, as you can
see from the screen-shot. You can use the
mouse or the keyboard, or a combination
of both and really, so long as you are
familiar with the '16's pre-installed software,
you will be able to use this package
without any trouble.

You are given what looks very similar to a
bank statement, with a running balance,
and all transactions shown. You enter your
account details by pressing the coloured
keys on your keyboard, or by clicking the
boxes at the top of the screen.

Account Manager allows you to save each
of your accounts as a separate file. Each
transaction can be marked as ‘received’, or
not, which is very useful if you are dealing
with a lot of cheques.

Account Manager

We review the first piece of 16 software to be released

Tasks File Edit Options

To Add BLUE
a new entry

Click Here or Press

SELECTA TR

Staiting Balance

002030 Credit Card Dec

002031
D

16/01/1997
26/01/1997 Shopping
05/02/1997 Wages (S)
14/02/1897 Car Insurance (S)
14/02/1997 Credit Card Jan
16/02/1997 Mortgage (S)
24/02/1997 Shopping
16/03/1997 Debit Card
28/02/1997 Nursery (S)
05/03/1997 Wages (S)
14/03/1997 Car Insurance (S)
14/03/1997 Credit Card Feb
16/03/1997 Mortgage (S)
31/03/1997 Nursery (S)
05/04/1997 Credit Card March
05/04/1997 Wages (S)

002032
002033

002034

002035
D

Like PCs and Macs, the PCW 16 has an
internal clock, which is fully utilised in
Account Manager. Standing Transactions
which occur on a regular basis need only
be entered once. So if you pay or earn
money at set intervals, Account Manager
will do all the work for you. If you tell the
program how often a particular transaction
occurs, Account Manager will automatically
update your account every time these
transactions are due. And the best bit is,
the '16 hasn't got the Millenium bug, so it
won't stop working when we get to 2000!

Account Manager's other advanced feature
is the Categories system. This enables you
to define categories or transaction types for
both income and outgoings. You can then
display and print separate tools for any of
the categories or for a combination of the
categories. This feature will greatly help
anyone who has to fill their own tax returns
on the new self-assessment system.

The manual suggests that you set up yearly
files, each of which can hold up to 2800
records. However, if you prefer, these can
be set up to run monthly or bi-monthly
records, if you use the records for regular
budgeting. This flexibility is one of the
major strengths of the package.
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Cheque-Book 1997

To Edit
the selected entry
Click Here or Press

SACTION TO EDIT OR DELETE

Undo Help

YELLOW | To Delete
the selected entry

Click Here or Press

You can either define your own categories,
or use the pre-defined ones which include
cash, car, shopping and so on. Once you
have saved the categories, they are used
with all other files in the folder, great if
you have more than one account to juggle.

There is a print option with Account
Manager which will print out what is
shown on screen in a simple and clear table.
Although basic, it is as good as the
statements you receive from your bank.

Another handy feature of the program is
that you can set your most used account to
be the one that appears when you first
start-up. This means that you can quickly
check your account details, without having
to bother about finding the right folder and
file.

Unfortunately, or fortunately, depending
on your point of view, Account Manager
struggles with negative figures. So if you
go into the red quite a bit, you may fool
the program. Otherwise the program is a
very easy to use and comprehensive
package.

Account Manager available from Creative
Technology, 01889 567160 for £24.99.



Craigard House Hotel
Scotland

Built 100 years ago on the estate of the Countess of
Seafield, as a shooting lodge, Craigard House, stands in
its own grounds overlooking the Boat of Garten Golf
Course. The river Spey is only half a mile away and
the Cairngorm Mountains eight miles beyond.

i Craigard House is currently being extensively restored to

reflect the former style and comfort of Country House living. A traditional Highland Hotel, we
specialize in Scottish Cuisine using fresh local produce, complemented by Fine Wines and a Host of

Malt Whiskies.
o Spacious comfortable lounges o Traditional Scottish Cuisine
% Crackling log fires

% Twenty en=suite rooms

o Breathtaking views

% Delightful Wines and a host of Malt Whiskies
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The warmest Highland

Craigard House Hotel

Kinchurdy Road, Boat of Garten, Inverness-shire, PH24 3BP, Scotland.
Telephone : 01479 831206 Fax : 01479 831423

WHEN REPLYING TO
ADVERTISEMENTS, PLEASE PCW Today AdvertlSlng Rates
MENTION NEW PRICES
PCW TODAY Full Page 1 issue: £12 4 issues £32
Half Page 1 issue: £8 4 issues £22
Quarter Page 1 issue: £6 4 issues £15
Eighth Page 1 issue: £5 4 issues £12

CHEAPER THAN ANY OTHER PCW MAGAZINE!
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_ CrossWord Maker
!:l:-: O|Brian Dorricott's acclaimed software (&
L] now at radically reduced prices. f
Normally available on 3.5° DSDD [
!(720k) discs (3.07 you supply your own
|identified and formatted disc) Control [F

MAGAZINE INDEX 1986/1996

Revised to cover completely 8000 Plus
& PCW Plus Magazines 1986,/1996.
Available Formats:-

LocoFile (674k)  LocoScript (370k)
LocoFile 3 files 1986/89 (160k) 7
1990/92 (240k) & 1993/96 (252k)

CrossWord V2 (278k)

Word Searth Generator (70k)
Word Flle Manager (119k)
Word File Ne: 1 (218k)
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Crossword V2, Word

ASCII Simple (380k) dBase 11 (380k)
On 3.5" DD Discs £8:00 each,
3.0"Discs you supply formatted disc.
Update service to existing holders of

index in same format return disc & £3:00.
Hardcopy 70xA4 pages ringbound£10:00
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French. Price £5:00 each.

IDEAL VALUE Products.

10, Sheridan Avenue, Thundersley, @ South Essex PCW Club.

Esscx, SS7 IRD.  (01702) 551618. & "Four Winds",10 Sheridan Avenue, Thundersley, Essex
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Public Domain

-

OVER The next few issues, I'll be
taking a look at some of the best
Public Domain software on the market.
Public Domain is the cheap alternative
to buying commercial software, you
only pay the copying fee and postage.
You can purchase PD from suppliers
like PD Blake or Data X Change, or
download it from the internet.

The following routines were written by
Keith Simons and are included on many
PD titles. The versions I have are on the
PCW Compendium disc. There are far too
many routines for me to go into great detail
over all of them, so I have picked three of
my favourite titles.

LABELS.BAS

This is more than just a label printing
program, it is also a good database. When
you run the program, you are first asked
for the length of your labels. This is the
measurement from the top of one label, to
the top of the next label, in sixths of an
inch. So if your labels are one and a half
inches long, the number to input is nine (9
x 1/6) then press [RETURN].

An index card is then displayed on screen
with a help menu and also an options menu
which is:

Left Arrow see previous label
Right Arrow see next label

P Print this label

D Delete this label

E Edit this label

N New label

F Find a label by name
EXIT To finish

A clock is also displayed to indicate how
long you have been using the program - for
some reason.

Use the cursor keys to scroll through the
help menu until the card is blank. This is
where you can type in the address
information. When you have finished that

label, press [EXIT]. You will then be asked
what name you want to store it under. All
labels are stored alphabetically after the
help files, so keep the disc write-enabled.

Labels.Bas is very simple to follow and
quick to use. With the find facility, it makes
an economical database with the ability to
print labels. If you are not concerned with
sophistication and classy packaging, you

may want to take a look at this little routine.

SEARCH.BAS

This is a text editor which runs through
Basic. When you enter the program, you
are presented with a menu as follows:

1. To load a new file

2. To save this file

3. To print this file in DRAFT quality
4. To print this file in HIGH quality
5. To use a blank file

7. To finish using

Unlike RPED.BAS, Search.Bas has no file
length limit and when you reach the editing
screen, you will see that you can use style
codes. These include the basic italics, bold,
condensed and underline as well as tabs,
line spacing and so on.

These codes are simply entred along with
the main body of text. Remember to take
the codes off when they are no longer
needed. In my opinion, Search.Bas is good
enough to use as a very basic word
processor, because of the styles you can
add. However there is no word wrap and
the PCW beeps rather alarmingly as you
near the end of each line. In spite of this I
enjoy using it when I'm working in CP/M.
It can be used to type a note which can be
inserted as ASCII into LocoScript.

WORDC.COM

Simply put any ASCII text file on a disc
with Wordc.Com. At the A> prompt, type
Wordc <FILENAME.EXT> press
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In the Public Domain

Kathleen Thorpe checks out some of the best budget software around

[RETURN] and a message will appear on
screen. This is followed by a series of dots.
The longer the file, the more dots appear.
When the count is over, the number of
words is printed after the dots. I can't tell
you if there is any limit to the number of
words that can be counted at once, but I
tried it on a file of 44k in length, containing
over 5,000 words and it coped quickly and
easily.

This program is handy for those people
who use a word processor without a word-
count, such as earlier versions of
LocoScript. I find it useful for documents
typed in PD word processors like Search.
Bas.

Q&A.BAS

This is a trivia quiz, disguised as noughts
and crosses. A grid is drawn on the screen,
three boxes across by three boxes down.
The boxes are numbered from one to nine.

Choose a box and type its number, each
number relates to a question which has a
three possible answers. You are playing
against the PCW and if you get the answer
right, a cross will be put in your box. If
you get it wrong, the sneaky old PCW gets
a nought instead. Three crosses in a row
and you win.

There are about 100 questions in the
listing, enough to keep the game going for
quite a while without repeating questions.
But if you are interested in Basic
programming, you can add more, as long as
you stick to the principles of public domain.
Your added questions can be released as
shareware if you wish.

There are a few other entertaining listings
on PCW Compendium, such as Fish-net.
Bas, Simuln.Bas and Animate.Bas. They
can be an amusing diversion from word
processing, desktop publishing or
programming.

There'll be more Public Domain next time.



AMSTRAD PCW
SECTION

If you are still using your PCW
then we are still very involved
and providing as full a service as
we can, Repairs, Spares
Consumables are all available.

3.5” EXTERNAL
DRIVES (PCW 8256/8512
& 9512)

£70.00
£70.00

A Drive
B Drive
Switchable A Drive £80.00
Switchable B Drive £80.00
Switchable A or B (Datadual)
£115.00
Switchable A & B (Datatwin)
£165.00
Switchable A & B (Datatwin)
with Cable Remote Control
£185.00
PSU (except Datatwins where
PSU is standard) £20.00
extra

OUR 3.5” DRIVES ARE
UPGRADEABLE TO ANY
OTHER PACKAGE.

e.g. an A drive can be upgraded
to a Datatwin for just £115.00

MEMORY
256/512K memory for PCW
8256 and 9256 £13.00

DISKS (3.5”)
Box of 10 DS/DD disks with
labels £6.00 4 Boxes for
only £20.00

PRINTER RIBBONS
£5.00 each Ribbon for PCW
8256/8512, 9256, PCW10
£12.00 for Qty 3
£4.00 each Ribbon for PCW
9512, 9512+
£15.00 for Qty 5

Pinboard Computers

REPAIRS & SPARES
3” Drive Belt £2.40 each
New Armature £7. 00 each

Exchange CPU Board £55.00
Exchange PSU Board £50.00
Exchange 3” ‘A ‘Drive for an
8256/8512 £50.00

REPAIRS

We offer an extensive
Repair Service at very
reasonable rates. Our
vast supply of second hand
items, too numerous to list,
ensures respectable prices.
Whatever your
requirements please
contact us for availability
and current price.
Callers are welcome to
purchase or bring their
computers in for repair or
upgrade ,but must call first
and make an appointment.

FOR EXAMPLE
9512 printer armature repair
costs £17.00 plus £8.50
return carriage.

8256 disc drive exchanged

£50 for the exchange drive

plus £15 fitting charge plus

return carriage of about £15
for the console

SECOND HAND PCWs
Second hand refurbished
PCW’s have a 3 months

warranty
8256 3”... from £99.00
9512. 3".... from £125.00
9512 3.5".... from £150.00

All Prices quoted are fully
inclusive unless otherwise
stated.

Payment accepted
MASTERCARD VISA
CHEQUE POSTAL ORDERS

01462 894410

PCW CLUB MEMBERS
we have a
SPECIAL DISCOUNT FOR
CLUB MEMBERS

DISK TRANSFER
If you have upgraded or you
need to swap files with
someone with a PC; as well
as providing you with the
switchable 3.5” drives and the
software to convert from CPM
to DOS yourself , we can
convert discs for you
from £3.50 per disc

This months special

offers , 2nd hand
Star LC24-10 Printer £58
HP DeskJet Printer £90
Canon BJ10ex Printer £68
NC200 Battery Notebook £107
As new Canon refurb, boxed
BJC210 Printer £100
Olivetti JP360 col. new £110
10 x 3" New Disks £20
Ink Cartridges, Refills,
Laser Toners, Other
printer ribbons, Other
Printers, Repairs to other
Printers, PC machines &
upgrades,

Pinboard

Computers

Unit 9, Bondor
Business Centre,
London Rd ,
Baldock, Herts
SG7 6HP

Tel: 01462 894410
Fax: 01462 894460




Programming

What's on the menu?

In the first of a great new series, PD Blake gets to grips with BASIC

THE MAJORITY of PCW users
purchase their machine as a first time
computer. A newcomer will find many
confusing things on their CP/M
master disc, especially BASIC.COM.
This is mainly because it is not very
well documented, and the only manual
you will get is the one for Locoscript,
which doesn't say much, if anything,
worth noting about BASIC.

There are manuals available, and the best
one I've seen so far (yes I know I've
complained about them in the past, but
credit where credit is due) comes from
Locoscript Software. It is very
comprehensive, both as a guide for
beginners and a reference for old hands,
the price, as far as manuals go, is quite

reasonable too (mine cost £15, or there
abouts, but that was a while ago). It is a
good book and well written, as it should be,
after all, it was Locoscript Software who
wrote BASIC.COM in the first place.

Still, there are those who haven't got a
manual, and those who don't want one,
mostly because they believe that they
probably wouldn't be any good at writing
programs, or they think that nothing useful
could be made from such a simple language.
Well, I hope to prove them wrong, by
showing both how easy BASIC is to use
and the useful things it can be made to to.

The easiest way to do this is by showing
example programs, something you can copy
and see what it does. First, to get into

1) The first example is a simple menu program.

BASIC just type A>BASIC from CP/M and
press return, then type AUTO and press
return and start writing from line ten,
pressing return after each line.

I won't bother to tell you what the
examples do, only what they are, just read
the statements beginning with REM. They
should give you a good idea. The best way
to find out is to write them as a BASIC
program yourself.

When you have written them just type
SAVE"FILENAME. EXT" and press
[RETURN]. To run them type RUN and
press [RETURN]. To load them in future
type LOAD"FILENAME.EXT" and press
[RETURN] then type RUN.  HAPPY
PROGRAMMING

30 PRINT:PRINT"1) Option 1

continues to loop'

100 PRINT CLS$

110 PRINI"This is option 1....."
120 PRINT:PRINT"PRESS ANY KEY"

140 GOTO 10
200 PRINT CLS$

230 GOTO 10
300 PRINT CLS$

340 GOTO 10

2) Option 2

210 PRINT:PRINT"This is option 2....."
220 K$=INKEY$: IF K$="" THEN GOTO 210 : REM 'this is how a screen saver works - it will continue until you press any key'

16 CLS$=CHR$(27)+"E"+CHR$(27)+"H":REM 'string definition to clear screen’

20 PRINT CLS$:REM 'clear the screen and home the cursor to the top left corner'
3) Option 3": REM 'display the options'
40 K$=INKEY$: IF K$="" THEN 4@ :REM 'if no option is chosen loop until one is'
50 K#%=UAL(K$): REM 'makes INKEY$ recognise numerical keypress only'

60 IF K¥%<1 OR K%>3 THEN PRINT CHR$(?):GDTO 40: REM 'if the key press is out of the option rande this makes a heep and

70 ON K% GOTO 100,200,300: REM 'loops to the appropriate option'

130 WHILE INKEY$="":HEND: REM 'loops until any key is pressed’
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310 e$=CHR$(27):al$=e$+"h?":a2$=e$+"b"+CHR$(0): REM 'this sets up for a flashing screen”
320 PRINT e$"c"CHR$(®):FOR n=1 TD 100: PRINT al$;a2$;:NEXT: REM'this actually makes the flashing’
330 K$=INKEY$: IF K$="" THEN GOTO 300: REM 'this keeps it flashing until you press a key - just like a screen saver"




Programming

2) To further add to example 1, change the following lines...

30 PRINT:PRINT"1) Option 1 2) Option 2 3) Option 3 4) Next example": REM 'display the options'
60 IF %<1 OR K%>4 THEN PRINT CHR$(7):GOTO 40: REM 'if the key press is out of the option range this makes a heep and

continues to loop'
70 ON K% GOTO 100,200,300,400: REM 'loops to the appropriate option'

and add these lines concerning cursor control...

400 PRINT CLS$

416 TOP$=CHR$(150)+STRING$(20,154)+CHR$(156) :REN 'defines string for top of a hox'

420 LIN$=CHR$(149)+CHR$(27)+"p"+STRINGS$(20,32)+CHR$(27)+"q"+CHR$(149): REM 'defines the filled area of the box'

430 BOT$=CHR$(147)+STRING$(20,154)+CHR$(153): REM 'defines the hottom of the box"

440 PRINT CHR$(27)+"Y";CHR$(32);CHR$(32)+TOP$:PRINT LIN$:PRINT BOT$:PRINT CHR$(27)+"¥";CHR$(35),CHR$(32)+STRING$(50,32):RE
'draws the box and defines where it is drawn - and clears the hottom of it away each time'

450 PRINT CHR$(27)+"Y¥";CHR$(33) ;CHR$(32)+LIN$:REM '

460 PRINT CHR$(27)+"Y";CHR$(34);CHR$(32)+LIN$:REN 'tells the cursor to add another line to the box

470 PRINT CHR$(27)+"Y¥";CHR$(35);CHR$(32)+BOT$:REM '

480 K$=INKEY$: IF K$="" THEN GDTO 440:REM 'returns the box to normal and starts again until a key is pressed’

43¢ GOTD 500

500 PRINT CLS$

510 REM 'short message - if you don't want to add this put GOTO 10 in line 490'

520 PRINT:PRINT"You can make the box as big or small as you like, just by adding or taking the print":PRINT"commands. CHR$
stands for character, and means the characters which cannot normally be"

£30 PRINT"found by the usual means. The numbers are the characters ascii value. To find the ":PRINT"various, and useful
characters just change the numbers in brackets and see what happens.”:PRINT"But don't mess with nuaber 27" :PRINT:PRINT"Press

any key"
540 WHILE INKEY$="":WEND
55¢ GOTO 10

s i I || I |I II II III I I | I IIII I II I III I 'II
that you're thinking it's not very useful, and
language. Simply send your listings and tutorials - preferably on disc - to: The

Well that's it for this time, if you didn't M

understand it do the sensible thing and buy YO U R L IST I N GS

a BASIC manual. If you do understand it

commands and routines that allow you to

mess about with the screen a little. I know

it probably isn't by itself, but combined Are you a programming buff? If so, we would appreciate your listings and programming
with more complicated routines it can help tutorials. It doesn't just have to be BASIC. We'll print listings in any PCW programming
make a.program look that bit more Programming Column, PCW Today, 150 Oxford Road, Middlesbrough, Teesside TS5 SEL.
professional. L N
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DTP Feature

ALTHOUGH the Amstrad PCW is a
monochrome computer, it is possible
to print in colour, without purchasing
a new printer. MicroDesign users can
print pages in a wide variety of
colours. Mono-colour effects are
readily achievable, just by changing
the colour of the ribbon. Ribbons in a
wide variety of colours are available,
either as replacement ready-filled
ribbon cassettes or as self-load refills.

Multi-coloured printing requires a more
sophisticated technique. Because coloured
ribbons can only print in one colour at a
time, a series of print runs is required -
one run for each colour used. The range of
designs is only limited by your imagination
and available colours. The idea of printing
onto coloured paper should not be
overlooked since quite unusual and
unexpected results can be achieved.
Printing for fabric is also a possibility, if
unique T Shirt design is your style.
However, for that you will need special
transfer paper

The primary problem you will encounter
is ensuring that each colour image is
printed in exact registration with every
other colour used, so there is no
unattractive overlapping of colours. Using
tractor-feed paper or one of the
inexpensive paper guides is recommended
to keep the paper in the same position
during each run.

The following guide will work best with
the PCW's own dot-matrix printer and
MicroDesign 3, however you can adapt it
for other printers and other software,
whatever best suits your own particular
system.

Somewhere on the printer path of your
printer, a marker is required. This being a
hi-tech process - we used a straightened
paper clip, secured to the printer frame by
sticky-tape. Wind the paper onto the
printer, to it's normal start-position and
with a pencil, make a line which aligns with
the marker. Wind the paper back about
half an inch and then carefully advance the

paper again until the pencil line and the
marker exactly realign again.

Every time the paper is reset to the
marker, it must be made to approach the
alignment from the same direction. This
ensures that the inherent back-lash in the
drive-train is biased in the same direction
every time.

Usually it is best to start with the black
outline of the chosen image. This will be
called the master. This image should have
no in-fills at this stage, and any corrections
should be made now. It is tricky to edit
mistakes after the first stage.

Across the top of the page, well clear of
the image, put a series of boxes, almost
touching, one for each colour run to be
used, this is including black as a colour.
These boxes must be set on exactly the
same level as each other, you'll see why,
later . Re-save this image as an MDA, even
if it is a whole page, onto disc.

Print out this page, and fill in with
coloured pens, all those parts, including
black, where colour is to be put. You are
limited only by your imagination and the
variety of print-ribbons you have available.
However, as this is your first time, a good
maximum will be three or four colours. Try
to keep the areas of could quite fine.
Anything too elaborate can look over-the-
top and messy.

Set the MASTER.MDA towards the top
of the LAYOUT screen. All subsequent
reloadings of all images must be plced
exactly on this spot on the screen. Call up
the OPTIONS menu, turn the cursor
readout on and select mm. Exit back to
LAYOUT and press [EXTRA] then [0] to
set the cursor reference to 00 00. On each
and every subsequent loading, check the
new image is located at 00 00 before
pressing [ENTER].

On the assumption that much of the
master image will remain black, modify it in
accordance with your hand-coloured
masterpiece. Where sections of your master
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Multi-coloured MD!

Roy Martin and Phil Manning investigate producing colour DTP pages

image are to be in-filled with black, use
GRAPHICS and FILL. Those parts where
you wish the black to be replaced with a
colour, erase using [UNIT]. Write the
word black in the first left hand box and
erase the rest of the boxes. Save this
completed image as BLACK.MDA. This
will be used in your first print run, with
the black ribbon.

Reload the MASTER.MDA to the 00 00
reference point and use GRAPHICS to
infill all those areas you wish to carry the
next colour, for example, blue. With
[UNIT], erase all those areas you wish to
become the new colour, leave the rest as it
is. Also erase the second box at the top.
Load the master again, in its usual
alignment, and in EXOR mode. This will
invert your work, and highlight your
deleted sections. You will be left with a
colour separation image for blue, or
whatever colour you inytend to use next.
Using GRAPHICS WRITE, write the
name of that colour in the second box, at
the top of the page. Save the full image in
the name of that colour, for example:
BLUE.MDA.

Repeat the above image for each of the
remaining colours, using the top boxes, in
turn, to identify the colour of the
separation image. You will end up with a
colour separation image for each colour of
print run.

Reset your paper exactly as before. Check
you have the first (black) colour ribbon in
the printer and load the black image to the
00 00 spot and print as many copies as
you need, plus spares for mistakes. Rewind
the paper to align the markers as you did
at the beginning. Change the ribbon to
your second colour - blue in our example.
Load the next colour image and print. Be
prepared to stop printing and adjust the
start point if the check boxes at the top of
the page do not line up exactly. Repeat the
process for each colour.

Don't be afraid to experiment, you will be
surprised at the effects you can achieve.
Remember, practice makes perfect.
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Mﬂ.@% by R.P.HA{£LP AN EXTENDED BASIC COMPILER FOR AMSTRAD PCWs
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Basic98 is actually 3 languages in I: Basic98 comes with an integrated editor that can create
1. As you would expect, it can compile prograns and read an 'infobase' of up to 100 64k files and 4094
written in your Mallard interpreter. topics. This has been used to create the 532k manual,

2. It has a full 280 assembler, and you can access which can be viewed in the lower half of the screen as
code in the runtime library directly to convert you are writing a program, and which is automatically
your high-level source into lightning fast full reopened, with the source code position, to explain any
blown machine code with ease and confidence.  compilation or runtime error that occurs.

3. Basic98 adds 185 commands and functions to the
language, giving in addition to indexed filing Gei conceol of your PG

the following features:

Command line parameters PROCEOURE/FUNCTION To order Basic98: PCW8256 | PCW9512 PcW9256
Multi-line statements  Optional line numbers Please state disk PCW8512 | PCW8512 | PcW9512+
CASE /OF /ELSE/CEND and labels format required PcW10
REPEAT/UNTIL Preset arrays

System DAY/DATE/TIME  Array SORT and SEEK Compiler, Manual and
High precision maths ~ LET/INC/DEC/READ as Source of Runtime

up to 187 dec places.  commands and functions |library........ £25 |4x3" 173k[2x3" 706k|2x3.5" 706k
INSERT$/REMOVES/CHOPS  PLOT/LINE/ARC/CIRCLE
Bitwise string operators BOX/PLANE/ORB Make Postal order/Cheque payable to Richard Hill

Store or display sorted POLYGON/FIGURE/SPRAY (please allow 3 days for cheque clearance)
directory with file size Turtle graphics
Passwords & Time stamps Raster text plotting Send your order/enquiry to: R.P.Hill

Direct keyboard access Pattern FILL/FLOOD 84 Wincheap
AT/CLS/VPT/VIDEQ/ULN  Print/copy/mave/swap - Canterbury
File print between zoon/ratate screens or NW il-y ﬁ% g KENT. CT1 3RS

statements. image files up to 256k




Flash Drive

.
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CIRTECH'S Flash Drive is a super-
fast start up system that holds
information from two start-of-day
discs: one CP/M and one Loco. It
dramatically reduces the time taken to
get your PCW up and running - with
the bonus of adding extra storage
capacity - and here's how to make the
most of it.

First here are a couple of tips for CP/M
users. Think of the Flash Drive as a hard-
disc systems for programs. It can hold
CP/M utilities and all your favourite
applications as well as the main
EMS/EMT system file. Programs load far
more quickly from ROM and you'll never
mislay the disc! Before installing, set
program and submit files to 'System'. Using
the standard CP/M SET.COM utility, the
command is - SET filename.ext[SYS].
Alternatively, the job will be both quicker
and easier if you have a file-manager like
NewSweep.

Setting its System attribute makes a
program available from groups other than
'0' - it also hides that file from the Disc
Manager screen when you boot LocoScript.
Remember that, in CP/M, you must use
DIRs to get a directory listing of such files,
(in LocoScript, use [f8] to show hidden
files)

Before installing, check any SUB files for
drive designators - the read-only Flash
Drive is A: in CP/M and the first floppy
drive is C:. So you may need to change
certain lines - when a SUB file copies
something to disc, for instance, your
PROFILE.SUB should, at the very least,
use SETDEF to define the search path. A
sensible path would be A:,M:,* (Searching
ROM before RAM, then the current
default drive, whichever that is).

Don't use PROFILE.SUB to load an
application unless it's a ‘front-end' that you
run every time. If you use The Network
from Creative Technology, you must put a

Network 'Key' disc into the floppy drive at
start-up to comply with anti-piracy
requirements. In fact, this is no bad thing.
It means you can end your PROFILE.SUB
file with the command NETWORK and
only put the floppy in when you actually
want to run the program. (There will just
be a beep and an error message on those
occasions when you don't.)

When you install CP/M on your Flash
Drive, remember that PROFILE.SUB and
SUBMIT.COM must be named explicitly
before FCOPY will accept them. Make sure
that you reserve Flash space for Cirtech's
specially modified DISCKIT and also for
their COPYDISK utility - the latter is very

18 .super-
fast start up
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useful. As well as backing up the ROM, it
will copy a whole disc from drive to drive,
regardless of format or size. It even
prompts for a new floppy if it fills the
current one. For those of you familiar with
MS-DOS on the PC, it works like XCOPY
- which means it copies file by file rather
than track by track.

Incidentally, with COPYDISK on the
Flash Drive, you've also got a handy tool
for defragmenting your floppies. As discs
tend to get more and more full, the files on
them become fragmented. In other words,
bits of newer files tend to get written all
over the place - wherever there's room -
and this can slow down disc access quite
considerably. Provided you've got two
floppy drives, (or sufficient RAM to copy a
complete disc to M:) you can get
COPYDISC to copy one drive to another.
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New technology for
your old PCW

David Landers finds out how you could improve your PCW's performance

The files on the new disc will be written
sequentially, allowing noticeably faster
access. Verify this new disc, then reformat
the old one for further use.

Flash Drive holds two PCW start-up
systems and LocoScript users benefit
greatly from the time it saves when booting
a Loco 'full-house'.

LocoScript's Disc Manager will be
showing your floppy drive(s), then the
Flash Drive (which is C: under LocoScript)
and finally, Drive M:. This means that
scrolling the screen from one end to the
other can still take ages, even with all the
CP/M files hidden on drive C:. Rather
tiresome if you like to work in M: and save
copies to A: - but there is a shortcut.

When you need to copy a document from
M: to A:, press [f3], [ENTER] for "Copy
file". Instead of using the cursor keys to
move laboriously across the screen, press
[ENTER] again (as if you wanted to copy
to the group you're already in). The usual
confirmation menu will appear, with the
highlighted bar on the top line, against
"New filename". Tap the down-cursor
twice to drop to the "Drive” line and type
in A. Press [ENTER] and the file will be
copied instantly to the same group in Drive
A:. If you want another group (or if you
have 'named’ your groups differently on the
two drives) you'll have to alter the second
menu line, too.

A similar trick can be used to move across
the Disc Manager screen without actually
copying anything. Press [f3], [E], [ENTER]
as if you intended to erase whichever file is
currently highlighted. This time, when the
confirmation menu comes up, hold down
the [Z] key long enough to mess up the
filename, then change the Drive letter as
before. When you press [ENTER] now,
LocoScript won't be able to locate any
ZZ777777.Z77 files on the new drive
and will tell you to "Cancel the operation".
Fine - do that (by pressing [ENTER] or



[CANT]) and you'll find that you've jumped
into the drive you wanted.

The Flash Drive is 'read-only' - meaning
that you aren't allowed to alter anything on
it. You might expect that in this situation,
LocoSCript would offer to send an edit-
result to Drive M: - which is the usual
response when the program can't perform a
disc-write. But (presumably due to a
programming glitch), this doesn't happen
unless you set the document files
themselves to [RO] (read only). Then you
can edit a Flash Drive Document, save the
changed version on M: and copy that to a
floppy - though not back to the Flash
Drive of course.

This can be a useful facility. For instance,
you might simply wish to view lengthy
documents full of reference material. Or
perhaps you have standard business

Flash Drive/Competition

documents which need personalising before
they're issued. In either case, the Flash
Drive would be an ideal place to hold them
- just remember to set that Read-Only
attribute beforehand. As previously, this
has to be done via CP/M, using SET.
COM or a suitable file-manager.

If you have LocoMail installed, you'll be
able to Fill and Merge on Drive C: - so
design suitable 'FIL' documents for
standard letters and invoices. They'll always
be to hand, and unlike a TEMPLATE.STD,
you can hold several in the same group. In
fact, with LocoMail on the system, any
document can be viewed on C: simply by
Filling. [RO] status is no longer necessary
and the document needn't contain
LocoMail codes. Similarly, LocoFile
datafiles on C: can be inspected and printed,
(but not altered). They run in the normal
way, though certain options won't be

available. There's not much point in having
these datafiles automatically copied to M:
at start up, so give them anything other
than the usual 'DAT" filename-extension -
LocoFile won't mind.

Flash Drive is available in two sizes. The
larger, 2MB model has the potential for
storing an awful lot of LocoFile data - and
this needn't be confined to your own,
personal database files. Three Inch
Software's Thesaurus, for example, is in
LocoFile format. With this 772k datafile
on C:, LocoScript gains a permanent
thesaurus that pops up instantly while
editing - just like it's PC cousin. Believe it
or not, the PCW version is arguably better.
Out of curiosity, I checked ‘cousin' on
both. Script Professional 2 Plus, with “"No
entry for this word", was shamed by the
3" Thesaurus which offered 24 associated
words and phrases!

B The Flash
Drive is, as you
can see, not
only powerful
but compact too

Flash Drive comes in two sizes, IMB
and 2MB, with or without a through
connector and prices start at just £65.
It uses the latest EPROM technology -
which stands for Erasable,
Programmable, Read Only Memory.

Once programmed, data is retained even
when the PCW is switched off. But, if
necessary, the EPROM chips can be
erased and re-programmed from scratch.

Cirtech, the manufacturers are on 01835
823898. However, you may need to
upgrade your version of CP/M and/or
LocoScript in order to use it - if so, speak
to Creative Technology (01889 567160)
and/or LocoScript Software (01306
T47757).

Three Inch Software can be contacted on
01908 690704: their Thesaurus requires
LocoFile and a 720k floppy drive the
software comes on a special, extended-

format, 3" or 3.5" disc). It costs £14.95
and is highly recommended for all
writers.

No matter what they call it, LocoScript
v2.5 is really LocoScript 3 in cut down
form - Flash Drive works with either,
from versions 2.56/3.06 on, as well as
LocoScript 4. CP/M must be version 1.
15 or 2.15.

A clever Public Domain program,
CCPCH, allows more than one
PROFILx.SUB to exist on the Flash
Drive - chosen by key-press at star-up.
But accomplishing this demands a
considerable level of CP/M expertise.

We're giving away three copies of the
exciting new database from PD Blake

DESK PRO is the brand new
software package from PD Blake and
we've got three copies, worth £6 each
to give away!

Desk Pro is the best-software-yet from
programmer - PD Blake. The wide variety
of different databases that make up this
package are all accessed through user
friendly menus. Although this program is
written from BASIC, it is remarkably quick

and once you have copied BASIC over, it
is self-booting too.

Desk Pro is fully compatible with the
original MasterBase, program and the new
package is far superior to its predecessor
in every way. Desk Pro is a perfect
solution to all users who do not require
the power of the pricey packages.

To win a copy of Desk Pro is simple. PD

Blake is constantly writing original software
for the PCW. He wants to know what you
would like to see in his next program. The
three best answers will win Desk Pro and
who knows, you may even see your idea
turn into a working product.

Send your answers on the back of a
postcard to: Desk Pro Competition, PCW
Today, 150 Oxford Road, Middlesbrough,
Teesside TS5 SEL.
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Office supplies for the Amstrad PCW
PLW Printer Supplics

DAISYWHEELS FOR PCW9512 PRESTIGE ELITE 12 £13.95
COURIER 10 £13.95 THESIS PS £13.95
MINI GOTHIC 15 £13.95 RECTA 10 £13.95
LETTER GOTHIC 10/12 £13.95 ORATOR 10 £13.95
PRESTIGE PICA 10 £13.95 SCRIPT 12 £13.95
BRANDED PRINTER RIBBONS COMPATIBLE PRINTER RIBBONS
PCW8256,/8512 AO0GO41FN £6.60 2741FN £3.95
PCW8256 /8512 A0G44IMS  £6.46 2741MS £3.75
PCW9256/PCW10 AO6041FN £6.60 2741FN £3.95
PCW9256/PCW10 A06441MS  £6.60 2741MS £3.75
PCW9512 2746FN £3.95
PCW9512 A50034MS  £4.72 2746MS £3.75
DMP2000,/3000 2482RN £3.95
DMP4000 A50015FN £6.90 2426FN £3.95
LQ3500 AOG6041FN £6.60 2741FN £3.95
LQ5000 AS50029FN  £9.21 2886FN £3.95

(Please quote code when ordering)

LocoSeript Start of Day Dises

PCW8256/8512 £10.95 PCW39512 £10.95
PCW9265 £10.95 PCW9512+ £10.95
PCW3512 CP/M £10.95

(If you are running a different printer, you will need a printer driver on your start of day disk.)

Blank Disks - AL Tleated

3" BLANK DISCS £3.95 EACH £35.00 FOR TEN

3"/3.5"/5.25" HEAD CLEANING KIT £4.49
Other Products and Sewnrices

DUST COVERS FOR PCW SYSTEMS £11.95

USER MANUALS FOR AMSTRAD PCW8256/8512/9512/9512+ £21.95

PCW SOFTWARE ALSO AVAILABLE - PLEASE CALL FOR MORE DETAILS
WE OPERATE A REPAIR SERVICE FOR ALL PCW HARDWARE

| ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT, POSTAGE AND PACKAGING I

OFFICE LAND, 10 STERTE CLOSE, POOLE, DORSET BH15 2AT
TEL: (01202) 666155 FAX: (01202) 677958




Got LocoMail?
Get Instant Recall!

Easy to use, no LocoMail knowledge required.
Calculate, convert, check your bank balance.
Draw charts, graphs and diagrams — and all

within the familiar LocoScript environment.
Print on any printer, even a 9512 daisywheel.

DISC 1, Desktop Utilities
5-Function Calculator, Metric Converter,
Full-year Calendars, Accounts package.

£9.50 inclusive

DISC 2, Charts & Schedules
Bar Charts, Financial Charts, Project
Schedules, Scattergraphs, Cascades.
£12.50 inclusive

Or take both of them for just £20.00

David Landers, Brinkburn Gardens Cottage,
Lon framlmgton Morpeth, NE65 8AR
Tel:- 01665 570662. Cheques to:- ‘D. Landers’
System requirements:- any PCW or PcW running
LocoScript 2/3/4 + LocoMail. State 3"/3%" disc.

"If you are really serious about LocoScri

take a look at Instant Recall.” PCW us
‘A brilliant program. An_essential addition to
the LocoScnpt ‘amily. " PCW Today

LocoScript and LocoMail are trademarks belonging to Locoscript Software Ltd

Fe

HAVING PROBLEMS WITH:

Dave's Disk Doctor Service Ltd.
Telephone: 01892 835974

Web site: http://www.diskdoctor.co.uk/

E-Mail: daves@diskdoctor.co.uk

DATA RECOVERY?
DATA TRANSFER?
DATA CONVERSION?

DON'T PANIC! - NO FIX, NO FEE!

We specialise in the salvage of data from all CP/M floppy
disks, particularly those used on the Amstrad PCW, PcW
and CPC ranges of computers and word processors, which
often use the LocoScript word processing system. We also
salvage floppy disks for PCs and MACs, but we no longer
tackle hard disks.

We can transfer data between various disk sizes (3", 3'%",
5%" and even 8") and convert to various file formats. We
can also provide a Web document authoring and image
scanning service.

ALL PROFITS COVENANTED TO CHARITY

Tel/FAX 01803 853144
NET Profits to Headway Charity

“Kynance”
5 Nelson Road
Brixham
South Devon
TQS 8BH UK

PCW /PcW Fabric Ribbons & Bubblejet/Deskjet cartridges
Refilled with Ink - Most Colours available
Some PCW /PcW software still stocked, Please send SAE
for a free leaflet listing all products

NEW Printer Ribbons for just £3.25 Each - Most colours.
We can Re-Ink All Fabric Ribbons for just £1.65

Registered with Headway Charity
at Nottingham

T
Masrercanf

All Orders plus just 25p per Order post!

NMEW!  3.5" AMSTRAD PCW
DISC ,

.. DRIVES

——"
NOW ONLY £49.95! (plus £5.00 p&p)

Yes, thanks to a special purchase we can offer

PCW 8256 and 9512 owners the chance to buy
a brand new high-quality 720K 3.5" disc drive,
complete with (customised) cabling all ready to
plug-in-and-go at an unbeatable bargain price!
O External, Citizen brand with smart 'Black Box’ case.
O Uses standard DSDD discs, formats to 720K.

-0 Copy files to and from 3" discs.

(O Compatible with CP/M, Locoscript and so on.

-0 Very easy to fit - full instructions included.
O Full 90-day, Return-to-Base warranty.

-1 Comes with complimentary disc and Fast Formatter.
1® Order now whilst stocks last (will also work as
an external replacement for the 8512 3" B drive).

- SD MICROSYSTEMS, PO Box 24, Attleborough,
Norfolk NR17 IHL. = 07000 SDMICR(

736427




Rod on LocoScript

IN THE last issue we learnt how to
sort LocoScript files so they
organised between four discs. As
letters are written and saved in the
appropriate groups on each one of the
four letter discs, so the management
screen will become filled with more
and more anonymous filenames.

The example letter, PCWAPRI12.96, used
last time, would be easy to find as we
know what the filename is. We also know
that the letter code 'PCW" stands for 'PCW
Today'. And, therefore, all filenames
beginning with a P’ must be found in the
group PPP on the I-P letter disc. But what
we don't know, nor can we often remember
is what each letter contains while hiding
behind their filenames (see the Disc
management screen shown in the last issue
of PCW Today). It would not be practical
to open all the files in group PPP to search
for PCWAPRI12.96, should we forget it's
filename or need reminding of it's contents.

One method to find out what a letter may
contain would be to place the cursor on
each filename shown on the disc
management screen. Press [f5] and
[ENTER] to bring up the Inspect
document menu and then see by the brief
note on the three short lines allowed in the
Inspect documnet facility, what the letter is
all about. But, unfortunately, you have to
remember to type in the details in the first
place. Inspect document is one of those
handy little LocoScript features it is so
easy to overlook. Also, as it still means
each filename must be inspected in turn, it
would still be too time consuming to use
over many filenames.

A better method would be to create a
LocoScript document named INDEX.nnn
(INDEX.AAA, INDEX.BBB, INDEX.
CCC and so on), which would not restrict
you to three short lines. You could save
such an INDEX.nnn file in each group.
Then, opening the index file in group PPP,
for example, would allow you to scroll
down the index until you recognise the
letter you want by the list of contents.
After noting down the letter's filename and

Indexing the files

Rod Shinkfield continues his LocoScript tutorials

A: PPP INDEX.PPP Editing text. Printer idle. Using N:
Layout 1 Pi2 LS1 CR+¢ LP6 Page | Line L/f
fl=Actions f2=Layout f3=Style {8 =0PTIONS EX
L]
44 ) LETTER INDEX.J
d
Ph - Painting Asseciationd
PA_DEC1Z. 96 Contents of letter are writtem alomg this line
PA_JANOS .97 Contents of letter are writtem along this line
d
PC - Painters Clubd
PC_DECO4.96 Contents of letter are writtem alomg this lime
PC_MAR27.95 Contents of letter are writtem alomg this lime
PC_NAY20.97 Contents of letter are writtem alomg this lime
d
PCH - PCH Teday ¢
PCHAPR1Z, 96 EXAMPLE LETTER J

closing the index file, put the cursor on the
now known filename and display the wanted
letter on to the screen by pressing [E] and
[ENTER].

Another advantage of such an index file is
that further information can be added to a
letter's details at any time. The only
restrictions are the usual ones of a file
becoming over-large for quick opening and
closing to inspect the contents. But more on
the subject of over-large LocoSCript files
another time.

So let us now create an index for group
PPP. Open a document in group PPP and
name it INDEX.PPP. Hold down [SHIFT]
and tap [f2] and [ENTER] for New Layout.
As the index file is not usually printed out,
margins could be removed completely, any
text being allowed to stretch in a single line
from position 0 and even as far as position
255. Later on, holding down [ALT] while
pressing the right cursor key will scroll you
along the line while giving you time to
quickly scan the details. To return to the
beginning again, simply press [SHIFT] and
[LINE]

How you lay your index files out is
naturally up to you, the important thing is
that it does the job and displays enough
information to allow you to find a saved
letter. If you cannot remember the letter's
filename but can recall a unique word, or
you have used key words, [FIND] could be
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used to search through an opened index file
and take you straight to the lettert you want.

Another good tip is: on finishing editing
and before saving a letter, make a block
copy of any key details, or even block copy
the whole body contents of a short letter
while it is still on the screen. These can be
inserted when details are being added to the
index file later. Doing so avoids having to
type out such details again.

After creating an index file for each group,
because of the initial letter 'T' in the word
INDEX, each index file will be saved
alphabetically. This means that it will be
found in different areas from group to
group and so would need searching out
amongst the other letter filenames. To keep
every index file as the top file in each
group, put an apostrphe first, to make
‘INDEX.nnn. SO now, index files, because
of the apostrophe, will always be found at
the very top of each group - which is very
handy.

Let's quickly recap what has been covered
so far in these LocoScript tutorials: How
to organise discs, how to name letter files
and how to create an index to help refind
saved copies of your letters. In the next
edition, I want to create an ADDRESS.nnn
file. Very handy for the safe alphabetical
storage and quick retrieval of names and
addresses, plus other important details like
telephone numbers.




“Lets Commumnicate’’

Subscribe to "The Disc Drive” and become
part of the network of PCWers in contact
not only with each other but with the
market place.
The magazine is another way of retaining
an essential communication link that will
assist in providing detailed information to
the PCW user. Subscription £8:00 pa.
Apply to:-
David Lalieu (Secretary)
SOUTH ESSEX PCW CLUB
“Four Winds”
10, Sheridan Avenue
Thundersley

The magazine dedicated to the Amstrad PCW ] Essex SS7 1RD

Tel: (01702) 551618
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s | 1 SOLENT PCW SERVICES

PCW
Services Repairs/upgrades/customisation to all PCW models

(Also Amstrad PC's 1512/1640/2086)

= —
m Disk/data recovery and transfer service

Qualified electronics engineer - 21 years experience

Complete systems/separates bought and sold - part exchange welcome

Second-hand PCW and PC software/hardware available including
printer/RAM interfaces. Sprinter CPU Boards
Phone or S.A.E. for latest details

Large stocks of spares always available

Approved dealer/technical support for Pinboard Computers 3.5" drives,
Cirtech GEM Hard Drives/Sprinters,

Creative Technology and LocoScript Software products.

All work warranted - highly reliable service assured

Cheques & Postal Orders payable to
K]J. Matthews

20 Masefield Crescent, Waterlooville, Hants POS8 8]S
Fax/Tel: (01705) 268780 8am - 6pm all week




MicroDesign

THIS time and over the next few
tutorials, I'm going to give all the
newcomers to the PCW a quick crash
course in using Microdesign. You
won't learn everything, but I hope it'll
be enough to get you started.

I decided to go back to basics after a
letter from Frances Briggs, who has
recently bought a PCW bundled with
Microdesign however, unfortunately there
was no manual or tutorial guide. I don't
know if Creative Technology sell manuals
seperately, without the program, but it is
always worth giving them a call. There
must be many more new PCWers with a
similar problem, so here goes.

Firstly we are confronted with a
Microdesign master-disc - the last thing we
want to do is ruin it - so the simple answer
is: DON'T USE IT. Instead boot up
CP/M - turn on the machine and put in
your CP/M+ disc. When the system is
ready, insert your Microdesign masterdisc
in drive A: and type MD3MAKE then
[RETURN] (ensure you have a couple of
blank and formatted discs when you do
this). If you follow the simple on-screen
instructions and pretty soon you will have
a start-of-day or working disc. From
MD3MAKE you can also make a copy of
the Microdesign Library disc, which should
have come with Microdesign.

In this, the first tutorial for beginners, I
will attempt to guide you through the task
of designing your first page. This will be in
A4 size and will include a 'header’, the
main body of text and one simple
illustration (the finished product is shown
here to scale).

The text and pictures are used as an
example, feel free to use whatever content
you like. If you don't have any images or
clipart just leave the space blank for now. I
would strongly reccomend that you
purchase some clip-art from one of the
libraries - it certainly brightens up your
work.

You can also of course use any fonts you
like, or think will look best. Those shown

Back to basics

MicroDesign Maestro - PD Blake is here again to help DTP beginners everywhere

in the illustration are simply to give you an
idea of what your page will look like when
it's finished.

There is one simple rule with fonts - don't
use too many on one page - try to keep it
simple and neat. Make sure you don't go to
the opposite extreme, using the same print
style throughout can look boring. Try to
find fonts that complement each other. Just
looking at a magazine or newspaper should
give you good idea of the kind of things
that work well.

The page is, for simplicity's sake, made up
in five stages. Following these five stages
should lead you to your first finished page.

First you should select your fonts. Put
your Library disc in the drive and press

“your first
finished

page 93

[F3], then choose whether you want your
font to be stored in slot number 1, 2 or 3,
and press [ENTER] again. To choose your
font, move the cursor keys and when you
have highlighted the font of your choice,
press [ENTER] once more. Repeat this
until you have all three fonts that you want
in their numbered slots. A word of warning,
don't choose overly large fonts for the main
text, or it won't all fit on the page. A font
like STAN is good for body text, and try a
bold font like GUARDIAN for the header.

Section A on the illustration shows the
header. To create this is not as hard as it
looks. First we have to enter LAYOUT. To
do this quickly press [EXIT] then [L].
From LAYOUT we can create the box
which borders the header. To do this
simply press [B] for box and use the cursor
keys to stretch the box so it is the right
size and in the correct place.
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The next step is to add the illustration.
Your chosen graphic can either be a CUT
file, a SCR file or an MDA file. This time,
because it is the easiest, we will use an
MDA file, the other two formats will be
covered in the next tutorial.

Press [F1] and a small window should
appear on your screen with the filename *.
MDA highlighted. Just tapping [ENTER]
will give you a list of all the MDA files on
your disc. Again use the cursor keys to
select one and press [ENTER] to confirm.
A box representing your picture will
appear on the page. Use the cursor keys
to position the picture on the page. If you
wish, you can scale the picture now too.
To make it half size, hold down [EXTRA]
and press [FIND], to make it double size
hold down [EXTRA] and press [UNIT].

To add the text the quick way, just press
[G] and move the box which appears on
the screen over the spot where you want
the text for the header to begin and press
[ENTER], you will now be in the graphics
section of MD. From here you can write
directly to the page simply by pressing [W]
and postitioning the strangely shaped
cursor that appears. You can also vary the
style of the font, or even change the font
by holding down [EXTRA] and pressing
any of the keys shown in the EXTRA keys
box to the bottom right of your screen -
they correspond with the keys at the right
of your keyboard (experiment with them to
see what they all do).

Now you have completed the header, we
can move to sections B and C. In the
example, the main body of text is split into
two parts - there are two short columns
on the left and one longer column on the
right.

Press [EXIT] then [E] to enter the editor
and simply type in your text as you would
with any other wordprocessor. Make sure
that you do not use [EOL] as in
LocoScript, in MD it means EXIT not end
of line!

It is also possible to add style to your text,



or even change the font, by using the [+]
and [-] keys. When you press one of these
keys a small menu bar will appear with
[BCDHIJLORUI123 CAN] showing. B
means bold, C centered, D double, H
AN I jtalic, J justified, L left
justified, O outlined, R right justified, U
underlined and the numbers represent the
fonts. CAN will get rid of the menu.

Once you have written your text it must
be MARKED before you can typeset it to
the page. Personally I find the manual's
way of doing this a little tedious so I do it
like this, first save the text using [F5], then
clear it by pressing [EXTRA] and [CAN]
together, then load it again by using [F6). I
know it sounds a little long winded but you
but you would have had to save

MicroDesign

Section D is the end text and is purely
optional. It was written in the graphics
section as demonstrated in A. To place the
graphic shown in E, simply follow the
procedure already described in A.

Once you have completed your page,
make sure there is a disc with enough
space on it in the drive and use [F6] to
save your page. You can then print it out
from the LAYOUT section by pressing [P],
setting the options in the print menu and
then pressing [ENTER] to confirm it.
Now you can take your first page and
show it to everyone you know, just to
prove you're as clever as you always said
you were. However, if you're not so clever
and made a few mistakes, don't panic.

Simply pressing [WORD] will UNDO
most actions, although sadly not all of them.

Don't worry if you haven't any .MDA
graphic files, though there should be some
on your Library disc, as they are easily
obtained from many places. See the ads in
PCW Today for the best deals, just
remember to shop around because you can
pick up clip-art for next to nothing or you
can pay a fortune for it, either way it
mostly the same quality.

Next time around I'll give you a guided
tour of the GRAPHICS secticn in full and
show you just how much it can do. So if
you haven't any CUT or MDA files then
get some for Christmas.

it eventually anyway - this way,
at least you won't forget!

Now you are ready to 'set’ the
text to the page. Just press

irere rr>

The newsletter o t e interstellar PCW users club (MAY 2145)

The Martlan

[EXIT] and then [T] to enter

: NEW DISCOVERY really are strange
TYPESET again. Press [W] and An exciting new creatures, aren't they.
a window will appear. To set the discovery has been
text on the left hand side of the p
made on Mars. It is
page, press [RELAY] and believed to be an i

choose 2 columns from the
menu which appears. Now move
the window to the right place
and make it the right size,
leaving enough room for the

TRANUS EARTH

The creature is not
intelligent, sources at
University  of

earthling of some kind.
This strange specimen
appears
though oblivious to it's the

to be alive,

illustration at the bottom and
press [ENTER]. Now press [T]
and then [PASTE]. Don't worry
about the clicking sounds as the
text appears in the window, it's
only MD checking your style
codes. For the single column of
text follow the same instructions,
only choose 1 column instead of
2 and position the window as in
the demo page shown.

surroundings. No one
quite knows what kind
of Earth creature it is,
but top scientists from
Jupiter claim that it
could be a |lost
Japanese tourist
judging by the amount
of photographs it has
taken. So far it has

avoided the natives
and seems quite happy
scuttling around the
rocks. Earthlings

Neptune say, as there
are very few
intelligent creatures in
the galaxy. However
some of the most
remarkable of these
few  creatures do
actually live on the
planet Earth and are
commonly known as
PCWers. Plans are
now being made to
send a probe to earth
in the hope of

By

YOUR ROVING

ROBOTIC
REPORTER

ANN DROID

communicating with
these creatures. Theefmmm==B & C
PCWfinder, as it will
be known, will carry
all kinds of
sophisticated equipment
such as it's own
Keymouse and Hand
held scanner. It may
even have a CT-RAM,
with a possible external
printer and Flash Drive,
but most important of
all, it will descend into
the Earth's atmosphere
waving a copy of PCW
Today magazine in a
friendly gesture in an
attempt to avoid being
shot down by the
Neanderthal-like
dwellers on the surface,
known as PC & MAC
users.

Bye For
Now!
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discs ful

® PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE
.D. Blak © MICRODESIGN FONTS & GRAPHICS

® SCANNING SERVICE
A selection from our Public Domain range. Unless otherwise stated, all titles cost £1.50
GAMES PRINTING AND GRAPHICS Tiny BASIC & NBASIC
Majika 1 - The cave of keys (£2.50) Printmaster and gallery CcOoBOL
Majika 2 - A journey in the dark (£2.50) Setfont + various print programs PASCAL
Colossal Cave and Mountain Man Printit + various programs Osbourne Emulator
Sokoban Kwikfont Z8E Debugger
Osbideo ALGOL-M
Text Adventures OFFICE E-PROLOG
Game-40 LocoScript screen saver + DCalc Crowe Z80 Assembler
Nimmoia Rofftour (ideas processor) Motorola Cross Compilers
NFL (American Football Number Cruncher
Perfcalc MISCELLANEOUS

DATABASES Home Accounts Ultimate BASIC collection (10 discs set -
DeskPro (£6.00) Hippo £12.50)
MasterBase (£4.00) Touch Typing Tutor
DBQ Database PROGRAMMING BASIC Manager
PC File BASCIC tutor Family Tree Maker & Freda text editor
Scrivener (also a text editor) MBASIC RNF Word processor
Computer Chef C Comepiler CPM/+3 (v 1.11) Master disc (available for
FreeBase C Tutor 9256,/9512+ /10 only)

Also available: Hundreds of CP/M programs and games, even more BASIC programs and games, over 3000 graphics for Printmaster, over 200

1 of fonts, shades and clip-art for MicroDesign and loads of graphics for LocoScript 4. All discs cost either £1.50 or £2.50

Plus: A scanning service for MicroDesign at 25p-75p per picture. And free help on MicroDesign and BASIC if an SAE is included.
For a catalogue, send a 3.5" disc, 50p and an SAE. Prices exclusive of discs. Please send your own 3.5" discs when ordering.

PD Blake, 99 Normandy Avenue, Beverley, E.Yorks HU17 8PR Telephone: 01482 864230 (7pm-9pm/not Sundays)

The Great British Word Processor!

Protext in its CP/M version is the fastest and most complete word processor on the Amstrad PCW:; it also
happens to be the best value word processor on the Amstrad CPC too. On one disc, the program features include:

logical keystrokes > “plain English” commands . freetutor fleondisc  * fast text handiing
Network, hard disc, MicroDesign and LocoScript compatibility * mail-merging and spell-checking at no extra cost
free printer support for any printer; use your printer’s buift-in fonts or colour capabliity without any additional expense
free user supportis included in the purchase price and theProtext helpline operates at normal telephone rates.

Protext handles printing in columns with ease i simply configured for more advanced purposes
Protext can easily produce ASCII files to let you transfer the text between computers, either by software or by e-mail
the free Protext Users' Club is available to all Protext users for the open exchange of tips, templates, and information

Protext has had 12 years continuous development. Despite being packed with advanced features, above all,

Protext

v2.23 is fast and very easy to use. It is a tribute to the programmers that the user-friendly ‘look

and feel' of the program has been maintained throughout it's development. Because of Protext's wide
range of useful features, it is impossible to cover everything here, but further information is available
from Brian Watson at Protext Software, Harrowden, 39, High Street, Sutton-in-the-lsie ELY, Cambs CB6
2RA. Alternatively, you can phone 01353 777006 (from 7pm-9pm weekdays, or any time at weekends)

CP/M Protext, the one-disc word processing solution, costs £25. It is available from ComSoft, 10 Mcintosh
Court, Wellpark, GLASGOW G31 2HW. Orders may be placed by phone on 0141 554 4735, quoting your credit card
details. Please state the computer mode! and your drive A: size when ordering.




The ultimate C sml—ads age

Cracker! Spreadsheet plus Precision
Graphics - FREE - £5 note for post
and packaging (Ist class)
Phone 0118 9721435

Duplicate Bridge Scoring Programs
for all PCWS, except PCW16. My
programs, DBS1 and DBS2, score
all single and two-winner movements
described in the "EBU manual". The
variations, DBS1D and DBS2D, link
to DBSDB, a simple database.
Details from Fred Manders, 4 Carral
Close, Lincoln LNS 9BD. Tel:
01522 721512.

Having owned a PCW for 10 years
and spent many hours programming
in BASIC, LOGO, Z80
ASSEMBLER and PASCAL, I will
try to answer any programming
queries accompanied by SAE. Minor
problems may be solveable over the
telephone. Fred Manders, 4 Carral
Close, Lincoln LNS5 9BD. Tel:
01522 721512.

Want a special program for your
PCW? If you can supply me with
the specification I will attempt to
write it, so long as you agree the
copyright belongs to me. Modest fee
if I come up with the goods. Fred
Manders, 4 Carral Close, Lincoln
LNS5 9BD. Tel: 01522 721512.

WANTED: Issue 2 of PCW Today -
will pay £5 inc delivery. Contact:
Box 1, PCW Today: 01642 823117.

Despite the rumours, Teesside PCW
Users' Group is still going and we
need your support. For further
details contact Gladys Baker, 8
Knayton Greenvale, Stockton on
Tees, Cleveland TS19 TRWS.
Telephone 01642 580018.

The Chatterbox Recording Club.
Correspond with new friends by
using your Tape Recorder. Members
in UK., U.S.A,, Australia & New
Zealand. Sections for Music,
Documenteries etc. Membership fee
is just £6.00 per year. Send S.A.E.
to C.R.C. 47 Victoria Grove, EAST
COWES, Isle of Wight, PO32 6DL.

The editor of From the Ground Up,
the magazine of a network of
gardeners who save and share their
surplus plants and seeds, would like
to here from anyone who is a keen
PCWer and also interested in
gardening. Margaret Barton, FTGU,
90 Colyer Road, Northfleet, Kent

All kinds of Pen Pals. The World in
your mail box. If you like writing,
you'll like International Pen Friends.
Over 200,000 pen pals in over 200
countries. £10.00 membership 1 year.
Send S.AE. for application form to:
LP.F., 47 Victoria Grove, EAST
COWES, Isle of Wight, PO32 6DL.

Call for help with LocoScript,
CP/M or MicroDesign 2, or just
for a chat about PCWs in general.

Mon-Sat, 2-8pm. Or write to:

Kathleen Thorpe, 22 Haddon Way,

Long Eaton, Nottingham NGI10 3EE.

Tel 0115 9720114.

Original software with manuals:
Cavalier Popular Invoicing - £12,
LocoScript 3 - £13, LocoMail with
LocoFile - £15, Masterscan - £10,
3%" Switchable drive (unused) - £38,
3" discs with cases - £1.50,
"LocoScripting People” by J & R
Clayton - £4.50, all plus postage at
cost. Tel 0113 2755576.

International Friendship League.
Encourage international goodwill.
Holidays, Pen Pals, Hospitality,
Social Activities. Send S.A.E. to LF.
L., 47 Victoria Grove, EAST
COWES, Isle of Wight, PO32 6DL

To advertise in PCW Contacts is absolutely free. Whatever you want to advertise, put it here. Currently we accept
general advertising, but priority is always given to PCW related items. You can have up to three seperate adverts of
up to 50 words. You can use either the form below, or if you prefer, a piece of paper or disc. For commercial adverts,
the cost of each insertion is £3. We reserve the right to edit your adverts and cannot accept liability for any mistakes.
If you do not wish to publish your contact details, box numbers are available by arrangement.

Please send your adverts to: PCW Contacts, PCW Today, 150 Oxford Road, Middlesbrough, Teesside TS5 S5EL.
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Amstrads

Anonymous

For people with a serious PCW addiction |

[ Amstrad ]

WE ALL love having a go at our
good mates, the PC users. These poor
deluded people walk around in massed
gangs seriously believing that their
pricey Pentiums are the best thing
since sliced bread. They have to be
pitied don't they!

I myself, have to admit to owning and
using a PC, a sin of the highest order, I
know. Just recently I upgraded to
Windows 95, (upgrading's a thing all PCers
have to get used to, simply because it has
to be done so often). I must confess, using
that particular 'state-of-the-art' software
absolutely terrifies me, (Please don't
bother suing, Mr Gates, I have no money
left after all that upgrading!).

Seriously though, my computer now
crashes with an alarming regularity and this
turns me into a nervous wreck every time I
use it. What, with the threat of the 12,000
viruses which lurk around every corner
and scary things like ‘software conflicts’, I
tend to dash back to the safety of my
PCW before I start chain smoking or
worse!

I honestly believe that the best way to
remove stress from the work-place is to
replace all the PCs with PCWs. Good old
Joyce and Anne have a calming effect.
Nothing ever goes wrong, everything's
reassuringly familiar and there's no noisy
cooling-fans constantly buzzing in your ear!
Okay, so it's pure fantasy, but if everyone
used PCWs in the office again, NHS
waiting lists would be a thing of the past!

You don't see much about Amstrads in the
press these days, so it was refreshing to
read Simon Hoggart in the Guardian
recently: "My Amstrad word processor
almost died this week", he wailed, "only a
fellow Amstrad owner can tell you how

bleak a moment that was.” With you all the
way, Simon! Anyway, he goes on to declare
his undying love for the computer, as
PCWers have a habit of doing: "It's so slow
you can make a cup of tea while it's saving
a file and I like that very much," he
continues. "Two years ago I thought it was
sick unto death, but a Chinese expert in our
local computer store breathed it magically
back to life." Sigh of relief!

The esteemed Mr Hoggart goes on: "Now
I have a fancy new laptop which has gone
wrong as often in two months as the
Amstrad did in seven years. We Amstrad
users are like Morris Minor owners; we
know they are technologically redundant,
but we'll do almost anything to keep them
on the road."” He's certainly making sense
so far!

"“The other day, after an hour of cajoling
and pleading, of prayer and offering chicken
soup through the air vents, it finally
coughed and spluttered back to life. I was
overjoyed. Still, I would give it away, if I
could find a home where it would be loved
and cherished. But I fear that even Albanian
schoolchildren would scorn an Amstrad."

Well, I'm not so sure about the last bit,
but Simon Hoggart has certainly made some
strong cases for the good old PCW.
Needless to say, a copy of this magazine
will be winging it's way to his desk in the
very near future. Three cheers to Mr
Hoggart for increasing awareness of our
endangered species and well done to The
Guardian for printing his words.

Can you believe it - it's almost two years
since we first saw the PCW 16 - admittedly
it took Betacom a further year to release
the thing, but it has been around for a fair
old time now. Anyhow, it seems about the
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right time to assess the impact of the 16.
Question One: Where's all the promised
software? Question Two: Why did
Amstrad ever bother writing anew
Operating System?

Users are beginning to wonder how much
new software will actually ever appear. So
far we know there will be no MicroDesign,
no Route Planner and no Protext. One
cannot help but wonder what else will fail
to materialise. To date there have been
only two major releases and both pretty
obscure at that!

As it stands, the 16 is a superb computer
but the lack of software is of great concern.
I just hope that Amstrad, Betacom, or
whoever it is, hasn't shot itself in the foot
and killed off its most popular ever product.
Why oh why, didn't the programming
whizzes just write a graphical front-end to
CP/M - something similar to The Network
- I know modern computers now need
WYSIWYG technology to sell, but it
would have been so easy to write an
advanced LocoScript for a speedier
machine. Once again, another lost
opportunity to challenge the PC superiority.
Wasn't CP/M the forerunner of DOS

anyway?

If you've got a '16, good on you! They're
not all bad, by any means. I use mine for
quick letters and the like, at which their
speediness is unsurpassed by any computer.
The flash drive is a revelation. If you're
thinking of buying one, I'll say go for it as
long as you've got the money. It's certainly
a great little toy, and it's a PCW. At £200
in the sales, who can go wrong?

T

That's all for now. There'll be more from
Amstrads Anonymous next time. Cheerio!
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GRAPHICS

Christian Computer Art (01954) 210009
MDA clip-art for church magazines

Creative Technology (01889) 567160
MicroDesign3/Tweak/MicroDisplay

Rodesign (012789) 444313
Top quality clip-art for MicroDesign

SD Microsystems (01953) 483750
MiniPublisher/Printmaster/Fancy Borders

P.D. Blake (01482) 864230
MD clip-art/fonts/Printmaster

WORD PROCESSING

Ansible Information (01424) 720457
Ansible Index for LocoScript

Comsoft (0141) 5544735
Protext/ProPrint

LocoScript Software (01306) 747757
LocoScript4/LocoSpell/LocoMail /fonts

Philosoft (01685) 813978
Insight OCR - reads scanned text into WPs

Tasman Software (0113) 2438301
TasWord/TasPrint/TasSpell

Three Inch Software (01908) 690704
Thesaurus for LocoScript

COMMUNICATIONS

Creative Technology (01889) 567160
ViewPoint PCW-PC file conversion

LocoScript Software (01306) 747757
Internet kit/2 in 1 PC-PCW /LocoLink

Margolis & Co (0181) 8897765
Fax/internet software

ENTERTAINMENT

LocoScript Software (01306) 747757
Ex-DGC games including Lord of the Rings

P.D. Blake (01482) 864230
Majika/Legend original text adventures

SD Microsystems (01953) 483750
Variety of budget games

PUBLIC DOMAIN

Data-X-Change (0161) 4567515
Huge selection of PD software

PCW PD (01562) 822243
Once kings of PD - how the mighty fall!

P.D. Blake (01482) 864230

Over 80 discs of software

DATABASES

Comsoft (0141) 5544735
Protext Office database for Protext

LocoScript Software (01306) 747767
LocoFile database for LocoScript

SD Microsystems (071953) 483750
Mailing Manager/Library File 2000

MATHS/FINANCE

David Landers (01665) 570662
Instant Recall 1/2 LocoScript add-ons

LocoScript Software (01306) 747767
Rocket spreadsheet/Money Manager

SD Microsystems (01953) 483750
Personal/Business Ledger accounts

PCW 16

Betacom (0181) 3446200
PCW 16 sales

Comsoft (0141) 5544735

Creative Technology (01888) 567160
All software inc' Finance Manager/Chess

Philosoft (01685) 813978
Mallard BASIC interpreter

LocoScript Software (01306) 747757
LocoLinkl6 - 3" PCW to PCW 16

HARDWARE

§Cirtech (01835) 823898
{ Flash drive/hard drives/Sprinter

Creative Technology (01889) 567160
i Keymouse/hand scanner/memory upgrades

LocoScript Software (01306) 747767
Printers/disc drives/memory upgrades

MicroForm (01772) 701248
Disc drives/spares

Pinboard Computers (01462) 894460
External/internal disc drives/PCW systems

Solent PCW Services (01705) 268780

All hardware and spares available

REPAIRS /SERVICES

Aladdink (01890) 750965
Fabric and film ribbon recycling

Data-X-Change (0161) 4567515
File transfer between computer formats

Dave the Disk Doctor (01892) 835974
Data recovery/transfer/conversion

Mapej (01691) 778659
Data transfer

Midas Charity Ink (01803) 853144
Re-inking service

SD Microsystems (01953) 483750
PCW user support scheme/Repair network

SCS (01964) 535933
Data transfer

Solent PCW Services (01705) 268780

Repairs/upgrades/customisation

Inventory/RoutePlanner/Protext/'16 BASIC OTH ERS

City Systems (0121) 3273167
Variety of software/hardware/accessories

Data Box (0121) 7063465
Discs/ribbons

Ideal Value Products (01702) 551618
Crossword Maker/PCW Plus index

Merline-Serve (01903) 206739
Limited range of PCW goods

OfficeLand (01202) 666155
Accessories/spares/repairs

Trading Post (01952) 462135
Some software/3" discs/books
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(Dept PCWT), PO Box 24, Attleborough,
Norfolk NR17 THL Tel/Fax: (01953) 483750.

SD Micro Software

DGC Software

Available on 3" or 3.5" disc for all PCWs or
PcWs (not 16), complete with A5 manuals.
NEW! FANCY BORDERS................ £12.50
Prints pictures or patterns around any page
LIBRARY FILE 2000w assmnsssses £14.95
The easy way to catalogue/value collections
SUPER LABELLER........ccceeeieennn. £14.95
Text and picture label maker for Dot Matrix
or Ink Jet printers. Supports colour output!
PICTURE DISCS......£5.00 each. Extra
Graphics for Super Labeller/Fancy Borders.
1 Variety. 2 Signs/Symbols. 3 Business.

4 Sports. 5 Fun/Christmas. 6 Myths/Magic
PERSONAL LEDGER...................... £24.95
Comprehensive home accounts package.
BUSINESS LEDGER....................... £29.95
Handles V.A.T. and Profit V Loss analysis.
SMALL TRADER......ccccoeeeeeeereen, £49.95
Integrated accounts, stock and invoicing.

BUDGET SOFTWARE selection

@ £5.00 per disc or any four for £15.00.

PRINTMASTER 1 and PRINTMASTER 2 -
fun program for personalised posters etc.
PRINTMASTER A-Z GRAPHICS (4 discs)
SPREADSHEET, STD DECODER (updated)
BRITMAP, MS-DISC (PCW<>PC Transfers)
PCW TOOLKIT, CP/M UTILITIES (various)
PD GAMES DISC 1 (Fun/Arcade collection)
PD GAMES DISC 2 (Adventure/Strategy)
MICRO DESIGN/STOP PRESS CLIP ART:
1 Business 2 Sport 3 Nature 4 Fun 5 Variety

Now available from SD Microsystems, all at
£9.95 each (rrp £14.95) or any 3 @ £25.00
ENTERTAINMENT -

TOP 20 GAMES DISC 001

Blitz, Defender, Patience, Cricket, Squash etc
TOP 20 GAMES DISC 002

3D Oxo, Yahtzy, Word Shuffle, Splat, Qup etc
TOP 20 GAMES DISC 003

Startrek, Tetris, Pontoon, Ludo, Bandit ang more
PCW CHALLENGE (18 plus)

Formula 1, Strip Poker and Space Command
SUPER LEAGUE SOCCER

Manage your club to league and cup success
GAMES DISC PLUS

Cribbage, dice and dominoes game selection
EDUCATION -

JUNIOR PLAYTIME

10 games designed to stretch young minds.
SCHOOL'S OUT

4 in a row, Hangman, Wordsearch, Reversi.
ULTIMATE QUIZ

Multi-choice quizzes including Highway Code
ULTIMATE SUMS

Presents mathematics problems in a fun way
SUPER DISK UTILITIES

Intelligent disc copier and formatter. .«

3.5" DISC DRIVES

PCW SOLUTIONS/SUPPLIES

3" DRIVE REVIVER.................... £12.50
DIY repair kit with new belt, cleaner, notes.

DAISY WHEEL SERVICE KIT.....£10.00
Includes new hammer armature and notes.

CF2 3" Discs (8256/8512/9512) 5 @ £14.95
Disc Head Cleaner Kits 3.5" or 5.25"...£5.00
Disc Storage Box (30x3" or 40x3.5").. £6.00
3.5" DSDD DISCS (720K), PER 10.....£5.00
PCW Printer Ribbons (all models).... ..£3.95

PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT FOR THE PCY

New! Citizen "Black Box" Economy 'B’
Drives, complete cased, external units
with all cables and connectors - easy
fitting - ideal for PCW 8256s or 9512s.
SPECIAL OFFER PRICE £49.95!/
(Note. Delivery is £5.00 exira on disc drives)

POST/PACKING: Please add £1 per item
or max £2.00 per order. State PCW type/
disc size when ordering. Send an SAE for
a copy of our 20-page A5 catalogue. We
also offer PC systems from £99, alternative
printers, the Locomotive Software range, 2nd
user PCW equipment , Amstrad CPC and PC
product lists and a support scheme (£15 p.a.)
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